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PREFACE

ICIMOD’s approach to problem oriented research involves both knowledge reviews and field
studies. The focused reviews and field studies conducted by the Mountain Farming Systems
Division cover various aspects of agricultural development. Since early 1988, a series of ‘state of
the art’ reviews of agricultural policies and programmes were sponsored by ICIMOD in different
countries of the HKH Region. The purpose of these studies and the subsequent National
Workshops in different countries was to understand some of the constraints and prospects of
Mountain area development. These exercises were also aimed at acquiring comparative
perspectives of development approaches and strategies in different countries.

This paper was a part of this series of studies commissioned by ICIMOD, and was also presented
at the Workshop on "Agricultural Development Experiences in Himachal Pradesh, India"
organised by ICIMOD in collaboration with the Agro-economic Research Centre (AERC),
Himachal Pradesh, Shimla. The paper critically examines the past development strategies of
Himachal Pradesh to draw lessons for the future,



CONTENTS

Page
Introduction 1
First Five Year Plan Strategy (1951-56) 2
Agriculture 3
Livestock 3
Forests 3
Power 4
Road Transport 4
Education. Medical Facilities. and Public Health 5
Second Five Year Plan Strategy (1956-61) 6
Agriculture 7
Livestock 8
Forests 8
Power 9
Technical Manpower 9
Third Five Year Plan Strategy (1961-66) 10
Agriculture 10
Animal Husbandry I
Forestry Sector 11
Soil Conservation Scheme 12
Road Transport 13
Power and Industrialisation 13
Fourth Five Year Plan Strategy (1969-74) 14
Fifth Five Year Plan Strategy (1974-79) 16
Sixth Five Year Plan Strategy (1980-85) 19
Seventh Five Year Plan Strategy (1985-90) 22
Past Achievements and Lessons for the Future 23
Changes in Overall Economy 23
Changes in the Agricultural Sector 28

Conclusions and Recommendations 36



LIST OF TABLES

Page

1. Percentage Allocation of Expenditure of Different Sectors in the

Five Year Plans of Himachal Pradesh 24
& Basic Indicators of Growth in Himachal Pradesh 25
% Percentage Distribution of New Domestic Product of

Himachal Pradesh by Origin of Industry 26
4. Changes in Land Use in Himachal Pradesh from 1970/71 to 1985/86 29
S Change in Cropping Pattern in Himachal Pradesh

During 1970/71 to 1985/86 31
6. Trends in Area, Production, and Productivity of Selected

Principal Crops of Himachal Pradesh During 1970-73 and

1983-86 32
7 Change in Area, Percentage Contribution to Agricultural

Value in State Domestic Product and Growth Rates of

Principal Crops and Crop-Groups in Himachal Pradesh

during 1970-71 to 1985-86 33

8. Percent Contribution of Field Crops, Plantation Crops,
and Animal Husbandry to the Value of Total Agricultural
Output in Himachal Pradesh During 1971/72 to 1985/86
at Constant Prices of 1970/71 35



