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MESSAGE

Food is fundamental to human existence and to the life of all other living organisms.
India made impressive records in agriculture and food production using green revolution
technologies. Food grain production increased from 51 million tons in 1950-51, to about
200 million tons in the late 1990s. With this steady growth, it became a food self-sufficient
country in the 1990s, a giant leap for what was once a food shortage country. This
impressive growth has been lost recently, however. Growing evidence shows that India’s
yield growth of the major foodgrains has slowed down and even declined for some Crops.
Food production failed to keep pace with the country’s population growth. This has raised
serious concern about food security, farmers’ income, poverty, and livelihood, as
agriculture is the prime source of livelihood for the maj ority of the rural people in India.
The primary basis of agriculture is land, water, weather, climate, biediversity, and other
environmental and ecosystem resources. Although green revolution technologies have
increased agricultural production remarkably and contributed to enhancing food sccurity,
as affected the land, water, and the environment, as well as reduced the diversity and resilience of the agricultural
item, which is essential for long-term sustainability. India has to feed one-sixth or 1.1 billion of the world’s
sulation with only two percent of the world’s land area. Degradation of the resource base combined with
jased stress and uncertainties arising from global warming, increased melting of ice and snow which arc
-dary sources of water for irrigation during the dry season, has posed g serious development and environmental
lienge to India and other countries of South Asia. These countries have to confront the challenge: how to grow
ugh food and fiber to meet the ever increasing demand for burgeoning population without degrading the natural
ource base and the environment.

Although Indian agriculture presently faces difficult challenges, it, however, offers promising opportunities in
ersifying production and marketing ol high-value products such as fruits, vegetables. fishery, and Irvestock. To
these opportunities requires new think Ing, new ways ol looking at agriculture, new approaches and strategies. as
llas new technologies and innovations. Food production in India is not an issue for India alone; it has regional and
bal significance. Shortage of food grains in India affects the global food demand and supply situation due 1o its
i¢ population and vast economy. In this context, this symposium organized by the GAD Institutc of Development
dies is very appropriate and timely and has regional and global significance. 1 believe this symposium will

vide an opportunity to share innovative ideas and stimulate dialogue and discussion that will help the world gain
. @finsight and thought on how to address this huge challenge. I congratulate the organizers and wish all the success

.I!is great endeavor. C/@ /Q M /L,t(L,ﬂl

Andreas Schild

Director General
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