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a general lack of understanding of the natwal and human

processes affecting these mountains and excusion of mourtan

peopks from decison-making The devslopment nterventhns
the

The Hindu Kush Hiwolayan egon
phains and natowy addressed the symptoms rather than the
causss They alsa largaly lgnared appropriate opportunties for
Savslopment. Howersr, the mountains provids opportunties for
mountain-specifi ¢ devsiopment and consswvation that are
increasngly providing a basisfor raducng poverty and increasing
sustainabilty, Despite the prevaling constrants In mourtan
areas there exists immense ptential fo promete a chain of
devslopment activities which can lead to the total weil being of
mountain psople. ICIMOD's efforts are dl ubmately geared
towards improved Ivlioods of mountain peoples of the
Himalayan region, particulary the farmers and grassroots level
davalopment workers and communty leaders. The Centre
parinars are agents of changs to bring about widespread
improvements, such as policy and decision-makers, develcpment
ressarchers and practitioners, and non-government and
communiy-based InstRutons:

An effective avenue for alleviating

poverty in poor mountain areas

Thiough the selsction of charactenistic biologial breads,
discovery of developing skills, and operaion of productive modes
of production. the Institute of Mountain Hazards and Envircament
has created an eflective arenue for aleviating poverty in poor
mountain areas. This avenue combines scientfic ressarch and
Indusiry development and enables reglonal econoic growtn
The efforts have produced clea social economc, and Hologkal
benefits. Based on ragonal ecological condifions, ssven
charactaristic high efficiency biological breeds were selectsd
Meanwhile, two productive modes were created They operate in
2 way that the farmiands are cobiectad and coordnated by 3
comgany, acoms

the company. In both modes, the compary invests in farmiand
construction, technological support, market organisation, and
Informaton gathering and assumes 3l the risks. The modss have
becoms  effactva mechanisms for the development of poor
mountain areas.

International Scientific Exploration

Across the Himalaya

‘The Science Exchangs Centre, CAS in collaboration with ICIMOD.
and wth suppart of relevant nstautions in the Tibet Attanomeus
Reglon of China and Nepal, has corpisted scientifc expioration
across the Himaiayan region, which have made possibh
comprehensie mvestigabons on glaciers, geciagy, hydrology,
vegetation. remote sansing aguatic organisms, and socid
‘sconomics of thess areas. Nepal, Inda, and scintsts warking at

on the souom sids o e Himalaya,

National training on mountain hazards

emergency management held in Chengdu

In caoperaticn with the Chinsss Ministry cf Civil Affars Disaster
Relet Degariment, the Chinese Disaster Reduction Certer, and
the Instituts of Mourtan Hazards and Environmert, thes national
training programmes on the theme * Mountain Hazards
Emergency Management’ were held in Chengdu. Sihuan
Province in 2006. The seriousness of the threat of mountain
disaster provided the rationale for tranng, Training is importart to
Improv the cagacily of communities for smeérgency management
and 1o more forward the praparation of 3 disaster emergancy
halp model, as well 35 in devising efficknt and quick disaster
smergency management mechanisms. More than 200
pamcpants from Asia and Africa attended he raining courses,
Which a2 3 SIGNICANE Move 10 PIOMAts Management experience
and inprova ragulation standards for mountainous disastes

Enhancing the Protection of the Eco-

Region of the Tibet Autonomous Region

Tibet, the main par of the nghal-Thetan Plateau, fals in a high
alttude ragion charactarised by Ssvere amaspheric ccadtions:
and an eco-snvirorment. The Autonomous Governmment of Thet
has organised forts to praserve the Tibstan eco-smirorment
towards buldng prospercus mourtan societiss n China The
Insttute of Mountain Hazards and Environment has undertaken
projects in ihis direction and has attained some clear
achivaments. Some of the projcts that exemplfy these eflorts
inchide: the Tibet Autcnomous Regicn 10 and 11 Five Year
Plans, nvestgation Irto the avenuss for increasing ravenue for
Twetan famers and herders, constnction design for smal
Twetan towns, comprehensive development demonstration
project, amongst others. Thess sfforts have all contributed in
bulding a relatively welkoff socisty and 3 prospering countrysids
In Thet and the other mountan areas of China.

"CNICIMOD can strengthen exchange In technology and
sciences with many South Asian countries and promote
sclentific activities of member Institutions.”
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The Chiness Committes for ICIMOD (CNICIMOD)
weas formaly established on 20 October 2006 and
marks a miestons for clossr cooperation n ressarch
and management of mountains between China and
1CIMOD.

The Intematioral Centre for Inegrated Mourtain
Devalopment (CIMOD), estatéished in 1983 in

Kathmandu, Nepal, ssrves eght ragional mamber
courtries of the greater Himalayan region and e
olcbal mourkain communty. As @ mountain leaming
ana kmwsdge certre, ICIMOD saeks to develop
and provids innovativa solutions, I cooperation with
over 300 regional and intemanonal panners, whieh
foster action and change for ovarcoming mourkain
pecples’ scomomic, social, and physical vuinarabii
Iy (www kcimod org)

Since s establishment, (CIMOD has kept chse
collaboration with many Chiness partners, such as
the Chiness Academy of Sciences.

China is 3 mourtaincus counfry; mars than half of its
feritory lies in ths mountain areas. Recognisng this
the Chiness Academy of Sciences (CAS), as3
leading institution i research in basic and technolog-

Committe:
Integrated Mountain Dsvelopment(CNICIMOD)
CIICIMOD ams to cocperats more actively with
ICIMOD and relevart Chinese pariners fo ansure
1hat fis studies on mountains wil be at the foretrant
of the gobal mountain res=arch and strategy

CNICIMOD Wil be superintended by CAS and Its
secretariat based in the Chengcu Institate of
Mountain Hazards and Enwironment, which consists

“»
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< »

Volume 1, No. 1, March 2007

China and ICIMOD mark a
milestone in closer cooperation

of thise separdte regonal offices hn Chengdy,
Kunming, and Lhasa The establishment of
CICIMOD Integrates Chiness nstutions engaged
In studying mountain issues, and promotes coogera-
fion With ICIMOD for better, mors feveraged results

“I believe CNICIMOD wil play 2 more active role in
cokaboration With ICIMOD and other international
organisations. Based on this plalform. we can
strengthen axchange in technclogy and the sciences
wih many countries in South Asa and promote the
ntemationalisation” o scientitic actvties of the
membar insthutions” Professor Deng Wei Director
of the Institute of Mountain Hazards and
Envionment. CAS, and CNICIMOD Secretary
General said

Dr. J. Gabrisl Campball, ICIMOD Dirsctor General,
an:a spacial tip to Chengdu fo be & the

numbsr of sgnifcant publications on mauntain
devlopment. Dr. Campbell was joined by Dr. Fu
Bojie, Director General of the Bursau of Rescurces
Ressarch and Environmert, on bebal o Chinsse
Acadsmy of Sciences, at the inaugural carsmonies

The 36

ICIMOD Board meeting
in Kathmandu, Nepal

On the assigiment of CAS Vice President and
ICIMOD Board member from China, O, Lf Jiayang,
Dr. Deng Wel of the Instiute of Mountan Hazards
and Ervironment, CAS, attsnded the 35° ICIMOD
Board Mesting held n Kathmandu Nepal. Or. Dang
Wel was accompanied by Prof. Hu Pinghua, head of
the sscratariat offi ce of CNICIMOD in Chengdu

CNICIMOD Newsletter

Newslatter of the Ehinese Eommittee for International Cantre for (ntegrated Mountain Devalopment

Particpants ofthe 35" Board of Govemors meeti
el Katrmanc

During the meeting Dr. Deng Wei and Prot. Hu held special talks
wih ICIMOD management includng the Director General, Dt
Campbell  Dr. Madhav Karki, Deputy Director Generak
Progiammes; Mr. Milan Raj, Tuladhar, Dirsctor for Adminstration
and France, and other relsvant ICMOD Staff members
Discussions inciuded concrate intentons for cocperation, the
future work of CNICIMOD, and caliaboration wih ICIOD.

ICIMOD has a New Director General

Dr. Andieas Schild has bsen sekcted 3s the new Diractor
General designats of ICIMOD Guring ths 37 Board Mesting. He
succeeds Dr. J. Gabriel Campbell, current Director General, om
March/April 2007

Or. Schitg, a Swiss national, is 3 development specialst with ovr
30 years sxperience In designng, pamning, executing, and
montoring cooperaton programmes, mainfy In - sustainable
natural resource management He acquired important
management experience thiough 3 number of postions that he
has held, mcluding Courtry Dirsctor of Swiss Development
Cooparation In Nepal and Rwanda/Bunnd, Executive Dirsctor of
Intercocperation, a major Swiss NGO, and Chiet Technial
Advisar in North Korea for the UNDP financed aid coordination
programme. He Is cutently the team leader of the Oversignt
Consutant of the National Solidarity Program (NSP) in
Afghanistan H has worksd in the Hindu Kush-Hmalayan region
in Nepal, Bhutan, Inda, and Palistan Dr. Schild has 2 PhD. in
History and Sociology from the Universty of Berne In Swizerland.

(LR)DrJ. Gabriel Campbet andDr, Ancheas Schikd, Director
Gereral, emectively

The 37" Board Meeting in Pakistan

A delsgation from CAS headsd by Dt Li Jiarang, Vice President
of CAS, and fhee CAS members, Prol. Hu Pinghua, Or. Zha
Jinkang, and Me Zhuangyan, attended the 37° ICIMOD Board
Mesting held In Svat Palistan The Pakistan Offce of ICIMOD
Isamatiad was s inaugurated uring the occasion. The Board
mesting formally started on 4 Noverrber 2006 at Serena Hotel in
Swat. The Board unanmousy slectsd Engineer Ghulam Mostafs
Jawad. Board member iom Afghanistan, 35 new Chak of the
1CIMOD Board The Board approvad the minutes of the 35" and
36" Board meetings. Dr Linlu Zhang from China was appoirted
33 a new Independent Board Member togetner weh D Ami
and ox

On e iavitation of the Secratary of the Ministry of Food
Agriculture, and Livestock, e delagation from CAS vished the
Palistan Agricuture Ressarch Council (PARC) and held friendy
taiks. Both sides infrocuiced their raspective Institutions and thesr
areas of study and work: Dr. LiJiayang stated hat CAS providss
assistance  the aspects of parsonnel education exchangs vists,
and study projects. Meanwhile, an expert group from tha Insttute
of Mountan Hxards and Enveonment CAS, explorsd geo-
hazards along the Karakoram Highway wth experts from the
Wational Centrs of Excellence In Geology, Universty of Pesnawar
Their callaborathe work was submitied to Mr. Liu Renahg, First
Sacretary of the Chinese Embassy 1 Pakistan. MtLiu expressad
his concern for this project and vowed to do his best to implemsnt
the project.

‘The next mesting of the ICIMOD Board wil be heid in Kathmandy
in November 2007

The 37" ICIACO Board meeting

The Chinese delegaticn from CAS meet wih P a itan
e Resarch Coundil partners.

Workshop on Flash Flood Management
and Sustainable Development in the
Himalayas held in Kathmandu, Nepal

Thiee Chingss sxperts from CAS. Di. Gul Peng Prof, Hu Pinghua
and Prof. Li Tianchi from the Instiute of Mourtain Hazards and
Environment, took part in a consutative workshop on * Flash
Flood Managemen! and Sustainabie Development In the
Himalayas’ held in Kathmand, Nepal, rom 4-5 December 2005
Dr. Cu Pang gave 3 présertation on flash floods management in
China. During their stay in Napal. Dx. Cul Peng was also invied to
gve 3 kcturs on geo-haards along the highways of China-
Pakistan in the area of the Karakoram The experts also dis-
cussad the colaborative project with ICIMOD cn geo-hazards.
aong e bardr highways of ChinaNepal, China-Pakistan and
mountain ar

Constative wakshopon ‘Flash Flood IAmagemert and Sustanable
Devtcpmert i Hindayas: rekd hRaHMODANEDS!

CNICIMOD holds Secretariat
working meeting in Chengdu

The Secretariat working meeting of CNICIMOD was held in
Chengdu from 16-17 December 2008 The meeting's partkipants.
came from the Bureau of Intemational Co-operation, CAS: and
hres regional offices of CNICIMOD based in Chengdu, Kunming,
and Lhasa. Dr Deng Wel Sectatary Generdl of CNICIMOD,
hosted the meeting. Durng the occasion, Wang Zheng Yu head
o the Organzation Diisicn of the Bursau of irtsmational Co-
cperation, CAS, highghtad how, among many relevant ntema-
S has been payng special recogniion

Asghanistan

acrvoRmime

tional
and providing financial support 1o ICIMOD. Now that 3 strenger

e

]

relationship has been established between CAS and ICIMOD, he
said, *we must do our best ta sirengthen this callaboration and
fo open communication channels betwsen ICIMOD and the
Chinese partners ~

Inthe sams maeting, DI Wang Yuhua om Kunming, and Mr
Yang Yeng from Lhasa offices reportad theif coopsratye actwties
with ICIMOD i 2006 and the status of these actwities. The Work
Plan for 2007 was also discussed. The first newsletter of
CNICIMOD will be published i the frst quarter of 2007 The
meeling prepossd the hokling of the fist members mesting of
CNICIMOD inApril or May 2007, and the sscond werking masting
of the CNICIMOD Secretariat in August or Ssptsmber 2007 in
Lhasa

Expert from IMHE takes part in regional

workshop on Sharing Geographic
Information in the HKH Re gion

The Director of the Digital Mountain Research Laboratory, Dr.

Jdiang Xiaobo, visted Kathmandu to take part in a regional

‘workshop on ‘Sharing Geographic Iformation in the HKH Region’

from 11-15 Dacember 2006 More than 20 experts in remote
1

mambie countries participated in the worksnop, which dissacted
the background, status. preblems, and future rends in GIS. The
workshop emphasissd the important rcie of infoemation and geo-
Information for mourtain development Amang the signficant
achievements of the workshop was 1he draing of a memoran-
dum of uUnderstanding among the paticipating membar courtries.
10 improva nformation sharing in the HicH region

The Greater Himalayan Reglon: Basic Facts

The greater Hmalayan fegion sustains 150 milicn peopls and
Impacts the lives of thise times as many pecple fiving on the
plains and i the rver basins below. The Hmalayas are nat orey
ths word's highest mountain regions, they are also the poorest
and mast complex, The ragicn axtends over 3500 Kilomatres
from Afghanistan i the west to Myanmar in the sast. and ranges
from tne plateau regions of Tibet and other mountain areas of
China I the north to the Ganges Basin of Inda Inthe south, The
upland watersheds of Asia's sight major fiver systems tm
Indus, Ganges, Bratmagutra (Yarlngtsanpo), imawaddy,
Satesn, Mskong (Lancang), Yangtzs (Jnsha), and v.uo«
Rivers (Huanghe) - originate in these mourkains. s wealth liss
inthe of its f ora and fauna, and
and languages There are about 55 dfferent mountan ethric
towps 1 the mountans of China abne. and estimates for the
exceed 300 roups. Despi
he paopes of s vast mountain regon are, in the majaty,
abysmally poor and vunerabls to snvircnmental, social, and
economic forces. Some pockels experience sght manhs. of
hunger or food Gufich N a year, A variely of pressures. both
natural and human, have fusled confict. and in saveral arsasthis
conflict has sruptad into viokence.

Inthe past, policy-makers neglacted mountain areas, rasulting n



