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Session 16
Field Visits
Time: Whole day

Objectives 
Field exercise to familiarise participants with the traditional knowledge documentation process.

u	 To give participants an opportunity to visit communities/individuals to practise traditional knowledge 
documentation

u	 To acquaint participants with the traditional knowledge documentation process
u	 To understand ground issues related to traditional knowledge documentation and its process

Activities
Activity: Field visit for documentation of traditional knowledge.

Suggestions for the trainer
This session is dedicated to field visits, during which participants will practise traditional 
knowledge documentation. This is a group exercise, so prior planning is essential. Note that 
participants will carry out the exercise in the groups arranged on the previous day. 

Help participants to plan their field visit based on whether a community or an individual traditional 
knowledge holder is selected for the documentation exercise. If a community is selected, a group 
discussion is a viable option. Invite a representative from each household to the discussion; this 
should be arranged in advance and can be done by you or with the help of a participant from 
the community. If an individual traditional knowledge holder is selected, then the meeting with 
him/her should be arranged in advance, again by you or with the help of a participant from 
the community. Groups will then visit the community or individuals at the location chosen for the 
field visit to carry out the documentation exercise as practised in the classroom session. As far as 
possible, visit groups in turn to give help and guidance. Remind the teams that ‘prior informed 
consent’ must be taken from the person or community during the entire process of traditional 
knowledge documentation.




