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PREFACE

This paper was prepared for the Food and Agriculture Organisation of the United Nations,
Rome, and was also presented at the Regional Training Workshop on "A Comprehensive
Approach to Energy Assessment and Planning for Rural and Agricultural Development”,
organised by FAO/ESCAP/UNDP, and held in Beijing, China, 24-30 September, 1989.

The paper focusses on the specific problems and prospects of rural energy planning in the context
of Nepal. It examines the state of energy programmes in the country, analyses implementation
approaches - their problems and prospects, discusses institutional implications for effective
energy programmes, and, finally, suggests prospects for a more effective approach to planning
and implementation in the light of the existing circumstances. The authors hope that the ideas
expressed herein will be of relevance, particularly in the current democratic political context of
Nepal, and that the political will towards inclusion of users’ and beneficiaries’ perspectives in
programme planning and development will materialise in a more meaningful way than was
possible before.

We are grateful to the FAO for making available a small grant which enabled ICIMOD to recruit
one of the authors (G.R. Shrestha, then with the Agricultural Development Bank of Nepal) for a
period of three months. We would like to thank Dr. Gustavo Best of FAO, in particular, for his
comments on an earlier draft. ADB/N deserves thanks for complying with ICIMOD’s request to
second a member of its staff for the purpose of preparing this paper, thereby sharing its
experiences in the implementation of rural energy programmes. We would also like to express
our appreciation to Dr. Colin Rosser (the former Director of ICIMOD) and Dr. E.F. Tacke (the
current Director of ICIMOD) for their encouragement and enthusiasm from the time of initiation
to the final stage of publication.

Ganesh Ram Shrestha
Deepak Bajracharya
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