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Foreword

During the Inaugural Symposium of ICIMOD, in December 1983, and at
all subsequent discussions and consultations held in the countries of the
Hindu Kush-Himalaya Region on the most urgent priorities in mountain
development and environmental management for the concentrated attention
of this new International Centre, the subject of rural energy demand and

supply in mountain communities has ranked very high indeed.

It was frequently observed in these discussions that government and
research attention in the field of rural energy seem to have focused almost
exclusively on the design, testing, and dissemination of alternative
technologies in rural energy supply and use -- ‘alternative’ of course, to the
excessive dependency on wood fuel, which is so obviously one of the prime
causes of environmental damage in the mountains. Without underestimating
the importance of appropriate and innovative technology in this field, our
many consultations with development experts throughout the Region, in and
out of government, have strongly underlined the need for a more systematic

and integrated approach to rural energy planning and management.

Our own growing understanding in this field over the last two years at
ICIMOD has led us increasingly to focus on the district level ( or the
equivalent ‘county’ in China) as the most appropriate governmental level for

the development of such an integrated approach, with the central focus on



‘the energy components’ of progressive and sustainable economic
development with effective environmental resource management for
mountain communities, both rural and urban, within an overall development
system. These evaluations of existing knowledge and experience in rural
energy, undertaken in collaboration with selected institutions in India,
China, Nepal, Bhutan, Pakistan, and Bangladesh, culminated in May this year
in a major International Workshop on District Energy Planning and

Management in the Hindu Kush-Himalaya.

Based on the stimulating exchange of ideas and experience between the
participants of this Workshop, and on his own direct participation in field
research in rural energy in a number of countries of the Himalaya Region,
Dr. Deepak Bajracharya has now made a significant new contribution to the
formulation of this more integrated approach, which ICIMOD is most pleased

to publish in its Occasional Paper Series.

His interesting, and very necessary, attempt to set rural energy planning
and management within a comprehensive development framework is most
welcome. It is hoped that this study will form one of the key contributions
to the design and implementation of a major programme of regional
cooperation in these mountains of practical research and training in
Decentralised Energy Planning and Management for integrated mountain
development. For this, ICIMOD owes special thanks to Dr. Deepak
Bajracharya.

Colin Rosser

Director
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