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Preface

This current discussion paper in the Mountain Natural Resources’
Series, “Herds on the Move: Winds of Change among Pastoralists in
the Himalayas and on the Tibetan Plateau” is one of a number of
papers delivered at the “Regional Conference on the Sustainable
Development of Fragile Mountain Areas of Asia” which took place from
December 13th to 16th 1994 in Kathmandu, Nepal. Support for this
Conference came from the Swiss Development Cooperatlon FAQO,
UNDP, UNEP, and the UNU.

The unanimous concern expressed at this conference was for the
deteriorating conditions of both the environments and livelihoods of
mountain people. Mountain development had not been geared to the
people nor the environment it purported to serve.

One of the achievements of the Conference was a wider sharing of
knowledge amongst the mountain countries of Asia and insight into the
constraints that confronted them and the opportunities offered by the
wide diversity of their special mountain environments. Another
significant achievement was the formulation of a Call to Action-on the
Sustainable Development of Mountain Areas of Asia, or SUDEMAA
recommendations. '

By publishing the conference papers in its various discussion paper
series, ICIMOD seeks to share the knowledge gained with a wider
audience. This current paper should be of interest to all those who are
working with or concerned about the condition of Himalayan range-
lands and their pastoralist communities.



Abstract

Introduction
Rangelands and Pastoral
Production Characteristics

Rangeland Resources
Wildlife

Pastoral Production Systems

Trade

Changes Taking Place on
the Rangelands

Major Issues Regarding
Rangelands and Pastoralism

Poor Understanding of
Rangeland Ecosystems

Inappropriate Pastoral Policies

Lack of Appreciation for
Pastoralists' Strategies
Lack of Effective Manage-
ment of Biodiversity

Misconceptions and Realities
Regarding Pastoralism

New Perspectives for Pastoral
Development

w

oo Ww

10

11

Greater Appreciation for
Pastoral Production
Systems

New Concepts in
Explaining Ecosystemic
Processes

Doubts about the Carrying
Capacity Concept and
Support for ‘Opportunism’
as a Managemeht Strategy

Factors to Consider in Developing

Strategies for Pastoral Areas
in the Himalayas and on the
Tibetan Plateau

Adopt a Systems’ Approach

Develop a Better Under-

standing of Pastoral Systems

Promote Range Ecosystem
Research

Wildlife Conservation

New Techniques for
Integrating and Updating
Information

Range and Pastoral Policies
Innovative Roles for Donor
Agencies

Conclusion

Bibliography

11

11

13

13

13

14

14

14

14

15

15

17



