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Foreword

The use and management of natural resources is one of the important
concerns of integrated mountain development. Within the mountain areas
themselves,although the general picture has been one of over-exploitation,
there are some fairly large areas in which rich resources have not as yet
been exploited, or where they remain underexploited. The dilemma here
is the fact that, critical though these resources are, they are found within
a part of one of the earth’s most fragile ecosystems, the Hindu
Kush-Himalayas.

Although this particular work by Professor Wang Sijing, under ICIMOD'’s
Fellowship Monograph Series, appears to be very technical, it should be
kept in mind that, because of the concern for the impact of resource
extraction on the environment as a whole, and, in this case, on the
environment of the Hindu Kush-Himalayas in particular, a work of this
nature is valuable because of its broader implications for resource
extraction and use in similar areas across the region. Most of Professor
Wang Sijing’s information and observations are useful in this respect.

| would like to thank Professor Wang Sijing for his painstaking efforts in
producing this important piece of research on the Panxi Region of China.
| would also like to thank the Ford Foundation for providing the grant that
made this study and its publication possible. | believe it will be of some
assistance to all those working in the area of resource extraction and use
in the Hindu Kush-Himalayan Region.

E.F. Tacke
Director General
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