Collective Action

Isolation and the need for adaptation to a harsh and fragile environment have
led to collective action strategies. Far from the centres where government
officers presided, mountain communities formed their own informal and formal
institutions to administer social and legal 'laws' by consensus. Reciprocity is
a common phenomenon in mountain communities; systems of shared labour
exchange are common. These traditions gave rise to the formation of strong
informal institutions (Pitt 1988).



