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Preface

This paper provides a brief review of the current energy situation in the
countries of the Hindu Kush-Himalayan (HKH) Region and compaies it with the
situation that prevails in the HKH Region per se. The paper also examines the
energy use variability and concludes that there is a strong correlation between
the human development index and energy requirements. It also examines
implications on and for the energy sector as a result of mountain-specific
constraints and opportunities, besides presenting the energy sector barriers. The
present unsustainable energy use pattern is not only the result of the
development paradigm that has been followed but also of the inability of energy
planners and experts to understand the energy system in a holistic perspective.
The paper highlights lessons that should be leamed while implementing energy

programmes,

Against this backdrop, the author attempts to provide a framework for
sustainable energy development in the context of mountain areas, stressing the
need for redefining the energy sector goals and incorporating issues related to
the quality and quantity of energy demand, as these would have implications
not only on the energy mix but also on the scale of energy technology and
institution. The underlying philosophy for redefinition is that energy must not
be treated as an end in itself but as a means to satisfy hurnan needs. Nobaody
needs fuelwood, LPG, gasoline per se, but everybody needs energy to perform
certain services such as cooking food, lighting homes, running engines, and so
on. The energy systems thus need to be looked into from the energy services
point of view rather than from the energy supply perspective.

The paper advocates that the development process in the mountains should be
accompanied by energy system transformation which includes: increased
availability of renewable energy and energy-technology supply infrastructure;
introduction and /or increased use of energy conversion devices to alleviate
human drudgery and boast praductivity; a productivity increase which facilitates
off-farm employment; improved use efficiency; higher value use of energy; and
increased use of efficient devices. It further examines factors that affect energy
systern transformation and concludes that the mountain population requires the
transformation of the energy systems to sustain the economic transition from
subsistence to market, besides providing energy services for the fulfillment of
basic needs.
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