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Professor Li Tianchi is the Coordinator of the Disaster Management Programme at the International
Centre for Integrated Mountain Development (ICIMOD) Kathmandu, Nepal, which he joined in 1995.
Before joining ICIMOD, he was a professor at the Institute of Mountain Hazards and Environment,
Chinese Academy of Sciences, Chengdu, China. Professor Li received a Master’s Degree in Soil Erosion
from the postgraduate school of the Chinese Academy of Sciences in 1968 and pursued postgraduate
studies and research on mass movement at Goettingen University in Germany from 1980 to 1983. He has
been involved in many research activities in the field of landslide and debris flow hazard mitigation in
China, the USA, Japan, and various European countries, as well as in the Himalayas, during the past 30
years and has published many articles on hazard mitigation and management, soil erosion and watershed
management and environmental conservation. Professor Li has been honoured with five different scientific
and technical awards from the State and Provinces of China,

Professor Suresh R. Chalise is the Coordinator of the Warer Programme at the International Centre for
Integrated Mountain Development (ICIMOD), Kathmandu, Nepal, which he joined in 1984. Before
joining ICIMOD he was associated with Tribhuvan University, Kathmandu, where he raught Physics,
founded the Department of Meteorology (in 1973), and was at one time Dean of the Institute of Science
and Technology. His work and publications have been mainly in the areas of climate, hydrology and warer
resources, hazard management, and environmental conservation in the Hindu Kush-Himalayas (HKH).
At present, he is the Executive Secretary of HKH-FRIEND, a regional network for hydrological research
under the global FRIEND (Flow Regimes from International Experimental and Network Dara) project of
UNESCO’s International Hydrological Programme (IHP).

Professor Chalise obrained his MSc. degree in Physics from Calcutta University and pursued postgraduare
studies and research ar Reading University (U.K.) and the University of Poona (India). He is a Fellow of the
Royal Meteorological Society (U.K.) and is also associated with the Internarional Association of Hydro-
logical Sciences (IAHS) and the International Water Resources Association (I'WRA) as well as other
scientific societies in Nepal and India. He was associated in an honorary capacity with the bi-national
(Nepal and UK) Board of Budhanilkantha School, Kathmandu, and was made a Member of the Order of
the British Empire (MBE) for his contributions to the school. He received the Gorkha Dakshin Bahu for
distinguished service from His Majesty the King of Nepal,

Bishal Nath Upreti is Professor and Head of the Department of Geology, Tri-Chandra Campus, Tribhuvan
University, Nepal. He received his MSc. and PhD degrees from India in 1973 and 1980 respectively, and
has received further training at various universiries and insticutions in France, Japan and Switzerland. Prof.
Upreti has over 26 years of professional experience with 20 years of university teaching. He has supervised
many students for MSc dissertations, and co-supervised docroral students. In 1999 he was visiting Profes-
sor at Hiroshima University. Professor Upreti has done extensive research in the Nepal Himalaya, with the
major focus being on the tectonics of the Himalaya and engineering geology. He has published over 40
research papers and abstracts in international and national scientific journals. He is co-editor of the
publication ‘Geology of the Nepal Himalaya: Recent Advances’ published by the Journal of Asian Earth
Sciences (Elsevier Science Ltd.) and the author of ‘Landslide Studies and Management in Nepal’ published
by ICIMOD. He has worked as a consulrant for engineering geological surveys in more than ten road
projects in Nepal and for many years has been involved in training programmes on landslides organised by
ICIMOD and the Department of Water Induced Disaster Prevention, Nepal. He was the President of the
Nepal Geological Society from 1996 to 1998 and has received the Gorkha Dakshin Bahu and Mahendra
Vidhya Bhusan for distinguished service from His Majesty che King of Nepal.








