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ICIMOD

ICIMOD is the first international centre in the field of mountain
development. Founded out of widespread recognition of environmental
degradation of mountain habitats and the increasing poverty of mountain
communities, ICIMOD is concerned with the search for more effective
development responses to promote the sustained well being of mountain
people.

The Centre was established in 1983 and commenced professional activities
in 1984. Though international in its concerns, ICIMOD focusses on the
specific, complex, and practical problems of the Hindu Kush-Himalayan
Region which covers all or part of eight Sovereign States.

ICIMOD serves as a multidisciplinary documentation centre on integrated
mountain development; a focal point for the mobilisation, conduct, and
coordination of applied and problem-solving research activities; a focal
point for training on integrated mountain development, with special
emphasis on the assessment of training needs and the development of
relevant training materials based directly on field case studies; and a
consultative centre providing expert services on mountain development
and resource management.

MOoUNTAIN FARMING SYSTEMS’ DIVISION

Mountain Farming Systems constitutes one of the thematic research and
development programmes at ICIMOD. The medium-term objectives of
the programme include i) Appropriate Technology for Sustainable Moun-
tain Agriculture; ii) Institutional Strengthening for Mountain Agriculture;
iii) Integration of Gender Concerns into the Development of Sustainable
Mountain Agriculture; iv) Agricultural Research Networking; and
v) Better Understanding of Sustainability Dimensions.
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Preface

This study, commissioned by the International Centre for Integrated Mountain Develop-
ment (ICIMOD) as a part of the Global Mountain Initiative is broadly concerned with
understanding and evaluating the land policies, the land management practices, and
land degradation that have resulted over time in the Hindu Kush-Himalayas. For India,
two studies have been planned: one for the northeastern and one for the northwestern
Himalayan regions. The Society for Himalayan Environmental Rehabilitation and
People’s Action (SHERPA) has been entrusted with the northwestern Himalayan region
that, geographically, covers Jammu and Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh, and the northern
hill areas of Uttar Pradesh in India. The scope, agenda, and methodology of the research
include land and land-related policy evolution and implementation by government or
other institutions; gaps between policies and ground realities; stakeholders’ perceptions;
interdepartmental, interinstitutional, and interagency conflicts and their resolution; and
desirable changes in ways that policies are formulated and implemented. The study will
also examine other policies that have impacts on land use, problems of land degrada-
tion, access to land resources, links between policies and their environmental impacts,
and required areas of research.

We are indebted to Professor Piers Blaikie (Chief Project Advisor), Dr T.S. Papola,
Dr Zahir Sadeque (Project Coordinator), and other senior researchers at ICIMOD for
their support, cooperation, and guidance. I would like to thank my team-mates in
research; Dr A K. Singh, Sri N.K. Joshi, Sri S.P. Gupta and Sri R.K. Kakkar. Our gratitude
is also due to the State Governments of Jammu and Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh, and
Uttar Pradesh, and their departments and agencies who cooperated in this endeavour.
The Central Ministries of Environment, Forests, and Agriculture have been most helpful.
Above all, we are grateful to a large number of non-governmental organizations,
research institutions, environmental activists, and representatives of people’s democratic
institutions whose responses and inputs have been most valuable for completing this
task. SHERPA staff members, including Sarvasri M.P. Dhasman, Sanjay Sabberwal, Dinesh
Chandra, O.P. Verma, J.S. Rawat, Sushri Neelam Singh, and Meenakshi Dangi, have
worked hard under the guidance of Sri S.C. Johri and their contributions are acknowl-
edged.

T.N. Dhar
President, SHERPA
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Abstract

The present study on land policies, land management and land degradation in the
north western Himalayan region of India is a part of an overall effort by ICIMOD to
assess the impact of land policies on land management and land degradation in the
Hindu Kush Himalayan region. The study geographically covers states of Jammu and
Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh and hilly region of Uttar Pradesh.

The study has touched upon a variety of research issues related to land policy |,
management and state of degradation. These include, land and land related policies
evolved and implemented by the state governments and the Federal government . The
policy area scope of the study included all land policies pertaining to environment,
forests, agriculture land use, land reforms, common property land management,
biodiversity, wild life, and agricultural policies. Gaps between policies and ground reali-
ties have been analysed and high lighted in appropriate areas. The study also looked at
processes and evolution of various land policies in this region and interesting fact have
come to light in different states.

Study has indicated that stakeholders perceptions about sustainable land use may differ
much from the land use plans of governments. Similarly, study also highlights the
differences about land use approaches among various agencies and governments.
Consequently, policies and land use planning for water, energy, demography, industrial
development, tourism prepared by different departments/ agencies show marked differ-
ences. The diversity of policies and land use approaches have led to the evolution of a
mosaic of land degradation problems and contributing factors.
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