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Alpine Convention



Article 12 – Protocol „Nature conservation
and landscape planning“ of the Alpine 

Convention

„The contracting parties take adequate measures to 
establish a network of existing national and 
transboundary protected areas, of biotopes and 
other protected elements or those to be protected. 
They commit themselves to harmonize the
objectives and applicable measures in 
transboundary protected areas.“

Ecological network



Alpine Diversity

natural and cultural landscape



Alpine Diversity

Flora and Fauna



Alpine Diversity

threatened by landscape fragmentation



Alpine Protected Areas



Concept: Ecological Network
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Model: Ecological network of protected areas



Study: Transboundary ecological network

Mandat of the Alpine Convention

Inventories and analysis of the existing
basics in the alpine countries

• protected areas and existing connections 

• different relevant conventions, guidelines,   
legislations

• favorable measures and programmes 

• national strategies



Analysis of the alpine protected areas

• Transboundary protected areas



Protected Areas (1): Transboundary
Protected Areas



Analysis of the alpine protected areas

• Transboundary protected areas
• National complexes



Protected Areas (2): National complexes of 
Protected Areas



Analysis of the alpine protected areas

• Transboundary protected areas
• National complexes
• Altitude



Altitude in the Alpine Protected Areas



Analysis of the alpine protected areas

• Transboundary protected areas
• National complexes
• Altitude
• NATURA 2000 sites



NATURA 2000 sites in the Alps



Further analysis in 8 model regions





Further analysis in 8 model regions



8 model regions

• Indicators (infrastructure, land use, 
elevation)

• Interviews and questionnaires



Indicator : Land use



Indicator : Altitude



Indicator : Infrastructure



8 model regions

• Indicators (infrastructure, land use, 
elevation)

• Interviews and questionnaires

• Description of the existing connections and 
potential connectivity areas



Potential connectivity areas



Results of the study

• Potential connectivity
zones

• First alpine Overview of 
the ecological network 
situation

• Recommendations and 
scenario for further steps



This This studystudy waswas realisedrealised withwith the support of :the support of :



1) Coordination between the Alpine Protected Areas to 
create the basics for a future network 

• Meeting of protected areas managers to initiate new 
research projects on internal functioning of their areas

• Coordination of existing projects

• Promotion of concrete actions to create spatial 
connection between protected areas

Perspectives



2)  Joined working group of CIPRA, ISCAR, WWF and 
ALPARC the basics for a future network 

• Priority conservation areas for biodiversity

• First workshop in Buchs to define a method to identify
priority connectivity areas

Perspectives



3)  7- 8 November 2005, Seminar in Berchtesgaden (D) 
« Creation of an ecological network of Protected Areas in 
the Alps »

For local representatifs, experts and interested observers

• Agreement of a common methodology

• Definition of the next steps

• Definition of test regions

Perspectives



Study: Transboundary ecological network

• Alpensignale 3: « Grenzübergreifender
ökologischer Verbund »

• Signaux Alpins 3: « Réseau écologique 
transfrontalier »

• Segnali alpini 3: « Rete ecologica
transfrontaliera »

• Alpski signali: « Čezmejna ekološka
povezanost »



Réseau Alpin des Espaces Protégés
Micropolis – Isatis

F – 05000 Gap
www.alparc.org
info@alparc.org

yann.kohler@alparc.org
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