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nf]s syfcf]+ s] n]vg k/ l6Kk0fL

sxflgof]+ sf] lnvgf Pj+ pgsf k|efjzfnL ¿k ;] k'gM k|:t'tLs/0f 
xd]zf ;d"lxs k|of; ;] xL ;Dej xf] kftf x} . cnu–cnu JolQmof]+ g] 
ckgL cb\e't syfPF Pj+ cd"No ;do xdf/] ;fy ;femf lsof lh;s] 
kl/0ffd:j¿k O; k':ts sL /rgf xf] ;sL . tLg jiff]{+ ts rLg s] 
:jfoQ k|f+t ltAat, g]kfn Pj+ ef/t s] lxdfno If]qf]+ d]+ sl7g vf]h 
j cys k|of; s] kZrft Og sxflgof]+ sf ;+sng lsof uof . leGg–
leGg kj{tLo dfuf]{+ ;] rnt] x'P, ;d'bfo d]+ tyf :yfgLo JolQmof]+ s] 
3/ d]+ aft s/s], nfdfcf]+ s] ;fy jftf{nfk s/s] Pj+ ufFj s] j[4f]+ ;] 
;'gs/ sxflgof]+ sf] ;+slnt lsof uof Pj+ xdf/] zf]wstf{cf]+ s] ;fy 
;femf lsof uof . ckg] zf]w d]+ sO{ af/ xd]+ Ps xL sxfgL s] sO{ 
¿k b]vg] sf] ldn] . n]vs k|jL0f clwsf/L g] Og syfcf]+ sf] k7g 
of]Uo agfg] s] lnP s'5 sxflgof]+ sf r'gfj lsof Pj+ pgsf ;Dkfbg 
Pj+ k'gMn]vg lsof . xd pgsf Åbo ;] cfef/ JoQm s/t] x}+ . k|d'v 
¿k ;] xd :yfgLo u|fdL0f nf]uf]+ s] k|lt cfef/ JoQm s/gf rfxt] x}+ 
lhGxf]+g] Og sxflgof]+ sf] xdf/] ;fy afF6f hf] ls pgsL ;+tlt s] lnP 
cTo+t nfebfos j k|]/0ffbfos xf]uf . ox k':ts Og ;fd"lxs k|of;f]+ 
sf xL Ps ;kmn kl/0ffd x} . ;d"x s] lhg ;b:of]+ g] Og sxflgof]+ 
sf] ;+u[lxt lsof x}, pgs] ljifo d]+ j}olQms ¿k ;] hfgsf/L k|:tfjgf 
s] cf/De d]+ xL bL uO{ x} .

O; k':ts sf lxGbL d]+ cg'jfb s/s] rGb|]zf kf08]o g] Og 
sxflgof]+ sf] Ps gof ?k k|bfg lsof x} . xd pg s] k|lt cfef/L x}+ .
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Note on Folk Story Authorship

The process of telling and retelling stories is always a 
group effort. This book would not be possible without many 
individuals sharing their time and stories with us. These 
folk stories were collected over the course of three years of 
exploration in the Himalayan areas of India, Nepal and the 
Tibet Autonomous Region of China. The stories were shared 
with our research team in many places—on dirt paths in the 
mountains; in communal halls around a fire; with locals one-
on-one in their homes; and in meeting with lamas, priests, 
storytellers and village elders. It was often the case that we 
would hear the same story told in multiple versions. The well-
known Nepali writer Prawin Adhikari helped edit a selection 
of these stories for readability. We are very grateful to him 
for his help. Most importantly, we would like to express our 
deep gratitude to the local villagers who shared their stories 
for the benefit of future generations. What you hold in your 
hands is the result of this collective effort. More information 
about the individual team members who collected the stories 
is included in the Introduction.

We also would like thank the talented translators who 
helped make sure these stories would be understandable 
in each local language: Govinda Adhikari, Jigme, Kelsang 
Chimee, Kunga Yishe, Ten Phun, Tenzin Sangmo, Bhuchung 
D Sonam, Dorje, and Chandresha Pandey. 
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kl/ro 

lxdfno k/ sO{ k|sf/ s] kljq kj{t j ;/f]j/ x}+ k/Gt' Og ;a 
d]+ ;] ;a;] clws kfjg s}nf; kj{t sf] dfgf uof x} . lh;] ltAat s] 
nf]u sf+u l/+kf]r] cf}/ sf+u lt;] s] gfd ;] k'sf/t] x}+ . lxGb", af]gkf], 
af}4, h}g, l;v, Pj+ ;eL hLjjfbL s}nf; kj{t sf] Ps kljq :yfg 
dfgt] x}+ . sO{ wdf]{+ sf ox ljZjf; x} ls hf] JolQm s}nf; s] ;a;] 
s/La kx'Fr kftf x} p;s] :ju{ k|flKt s] dfu{ v'n hft] x}+ . 

Og nf]s syfcf]+ sf ;+sng g]kfn d]+ x'Dnf ;], ef/t d]+ 
pQ/fv08 ;] Pj+ rLg s] :jfoQ k|fGt ltAat ;] lsof uof x} lh;;] 
O; aft sf ktf rntf x} ls s}nf; If]q s] nf]u ckgL hdLg j k"j{hf]+ 
s] ;+a+w sf] enL ef+lt ;demt] x}+ . s'5 aftf]+ sf cGj]if0f lsof hf 
;sf x} lsM ls; k|sf/ xd ckgL hGde"ld ;] ;Da+lwt x}+< xd ckgL 
cf}/ ckg] k"j{hf]+ sL kljq auLrf]+, em/gf]+, rf]l6of]+, glbof]+ j ckgL e"ld 
sL :d[lt ;] lstgf kL5] b]v ;st] x}+< cf}/, xdf/] k"j{h xdf/] lnP 
Sof ;'+b/tf, r]tfjgL Pj+ ljBf 5f]� uP x}+< 

xhf/f]+ jiff]{+ ;] s}nf; If]q s] cf;kf; s] nf]u leGg leGg /fi6«f]+ 
wdf]{+ d]+ ljeflht x}+ k/Gt' lkm/ eL j] Ps sL cfaf] xjf d]+ hLt] x}+ j 
Ps xL kj{t j ;/f]j/ sL cf/fwgf s/t] x}+= pgs] :jKgf]+ d]+ lxdfno 
sL akm{ sL rds xf]tL x} Pj+ cfsfz d]+ p�t] ;f/; s] :j/f]+ sf 
sf]nfxn xf]tf x} .

Og sxflgof]+ s] dfWod ;] Go" of…s{ s] Go" :s"n Ol08of rfOgf 
OlG:6Ro'6 Pj+ c+t/f{i6«Lo PsLs[t kj{t ljsf; s]+b| -Ol;df]8_ sf ox 
k|of; x} ls O; If]q s] o'jf kf7sf]+ sf] ckgL :jo+ sL e"ld, jfo' cf}/ 
Og nf]s syfcf]+ k/ cfwfl/t sxflgof]+ k/ ;xsfo{ s/g] s] p2]Zo ;] 
cfd+lqt lsof hf ;s] . O; k':ts s] dfWod ;] ox eL k|of; lsof 
uof ls Og /fi6«f]+ s] o'jf kf7s Pj+ k"/] ljZj s] kf7s ox hfg ;s]+ 
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ls leGg leGg ;d'bfo, /fi6« Pj+ P]ltxfl;s sfnf]+ s] dWo Sof ;dfgtf 
x} cf}/ Og ;as] ;fy O; aft sf eL ktf nufof hf ;s] ls k|To]s 
;d'bfo sL Sof ljlzi6 w/f]x/ x} . 

O; k':ts d]+ Go" of]s{ s] Go" :s"n d]+ Ol08of rfOgf OlG:6Ro'6 
åf/f ¿k/]vf /vL uO{ tLg jlif{o kl/of]hgf sf] eL phfu/ lsof uof 
x} . x]g/L No"s kmfp+8]zg cf}/ Ol;df]8 g] Go" :s"n sf] cltl/Qm 
k|f/+les ;xfotf åf/f k|bfg sL . d}+ ;eL ;xof]luof]+ sf] pgsL efuLbf/L 
Pj+ ;xof]u s] lnP wGojfb b]tf x"F . ljz]if ¿k ;] ;fu/ nfdf, lxdfgL 
pkfWofo, u];f+ul5ld -lrdL_, u]+u uP oL ;L -s'+uf_, kf;+u of+UhL z]kf{, 
zLtn P]tjfn, gj/fh nfdf, z]v/ kf7s, 5]jf+u nfdf -5Ss axfb'/_ 
sf cfef/L x"F lhGxf]+g] ljleGg k|f+tf]+ ;] sxflgof]+ sf] Pslqt s/g] d]+ 
cTo+t dxTjk"0f{ e"ldsf lgefO{ . xd Ol;df]8 ;] cledGo" kf08]o, /fhg 
sf]q' Pj+ :jlKgn rf}w/L s] cys ;xof]u j efuLbf/L s] lnP cfef/L 
x}+ cf}/ xd ljz]if ¿k ;] No"s kmfp+8]zg s] 6f]aL jfsd}g sf wGojfb 
s/gf rfxt] x}+ lhGxf]+g] lg/+t/ Otg] jiff]{+ ;] ckgf ;xof]u j k|f]T;fxg 
xd]+ lbof . 

kf;f+u of+UhL z]kf{, ;fu/ nfdf, zLtn P]tjfn Pj+ 5]jf+u nfdf 
-5Ss axfb'/_ g] x'Dnf cf}/ bfr{'nf lhn] sL sxflgof]+ sf ;f+sng 
lsof Pj+ pgsf k'gM syg lsof . lxdfgL pkfWofo g] z]v/ kf7s s] 
dfu{bz{g Pj+ pgsL ;xfotf ;] ef/t s] pQ/fv+8 d]+ lkyf}/fu� lhn] 
;] sxflgof]+ sf ;+sng lsof . u];f+ul5ld -lrdL_ g] u]+u uP oL ;L 
-s'+uf_, sL ;xeflutf ;] ltAat s] :jfoQ Guf/L k|fGt sL sxflgof]+ sf 
;+sng lsof .

zf]w s/g] jfn] ;xof]luof]+ sf] Og sxflgof]+ sf ;+sng Pj+ pgsf 
cg'jfb s/g] lnP seL k}bn ofqf s/gL k�L tf] seL syfcf]+ sL vf]h 
d]+ ;�sf]+ k/ nDaf ;km/ to s/gf k�f . afb d]+ k|jL0f clwsf/L g] Og 
sxflgof] sf jt{dfg zAb ¿k d]+ c+u|]hL efiff d]+ lj:tf/ lsof . rGb|]zf 
kf08] g] Ogsf lxlGb cg'jfb lsof . ;dfh sL ax'¿ktf, /Llt l/jfh 
Pj+ wd{ hxfF ;] Og syfcf]+ sf] Pslqt lsof uof x}, p;] phfu/ 
s/g] s] p2]Zo ;] Og sxflgof]+ sf] rf/ låeflifs k':tsf]+ d]+ k|sflzt 
lsof uof x} . lhgd] c+u|]hL s] ;fy ;fy d}+8l/g efiff, lx+bL, g]kfnL 
cf}/ ltAatL efiff zfldn x}+ . 

clwst/ sxflgofF cf}/ cltl/Qm ;fdfg h};] ls lrq, g�\z], >Jo 
/]s8{\; Pj+ cGo ;Da+lwt hfgsfl/of+ Ol08of rfOgf OlG:6Ro'6 cf}/ 
Ol;df]8 s] j]a ;fO6 k/ ;fj{hflgs ¿k ;] pknAw x} hf] ls No"s 
kmfp+8]zg åf/f lglwa4 tLg jif{ s] sfo{qmd kljq lxdfno kxn sf 
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lx:;f x} lh;d]+ lxdfno s] wd{, k|s[lt Pj+ p;sL ;+:s[lt sf] hfgg] sf 
k|of; lsof hftf x} . k|To]s efiff s] On]S6«f�lgs cg'jfb sf] ls;L eL 
k|sf/ s] lghL j lzIff ;+a+wL k|of]u s] s] lnP cfO{ ;L cfO{ j]a ;fO6 
;] www.indiachinainstitute.org/sacred-landscapes-book/ 
cyjf Ol;df]8 sL j]a ;fO6 lib.icimod.org/record/32800 ;] 
lagf ls;L z'Ns s] 8fpgnf]8 lsof hf ;stf x} . 

czf]s u'?ª 
jl/i7 lgb]{zs, Ol08of rfOgf OlG:6Ro'6
k|f]�];/ cf�� k|}lS6;,
h'lnPg h]= :68nL u|]h'P6 k|f]u|}d Og O+6/g]zgn ckm]o;{, 
bL Go" :s"n, Go" of]s{
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Introduction

There are many sacred mountains and lakes in the 
Himalayas, but the most famous amongst them is Mount 
Kailas. It is also called Kang Rinpoche or Kang Tise by 
the people of Tibet. Hindus, Bönpos, Buddhists, Jains, 
Sikhs, and animists all consider Kailas a sacred place. Many 
religions believe Mount Kailas to be the closest humans can 
get to the heavens. 

This collection of folktales from Humla in Nepal, 
Uttarakhand in India, and the Tibet Autonomous Region 
in China explores the ways in which people from the Kailas 
region have understood their relation to their land and 
ancestors. Some of the questions these stories explore are: 
How are we related to the land where we grow up? What 
do we and our ancestors, going as far back as memory or 
imagination can reach, share with the sacred groves, lakes, 
peaks and rivers of our land? And, what beauty, warnings or 
wisdom have our ancestors left behind for us?

For thousands of years, people of the land around 
Kailas have been divided into different nations and religions, 
but they still share the same air and waters, and still worship 
the same lakes and mountains. Their dreams have the 
brilliance of Himalayan snow and the clamour of cranes in 
the skies. Through these stories, the India China Institute at 
The New School in New York and the International Centre 
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for Integrated Mountain Development (ICIMOD) hope to 
reach young readers from the region and invite them to once 
more reflect on their own land, air and stories as found in 
these folktales. This book seeks to remind young readers 
in these countries – and readers all around the world – to 
recognize what is common across communities, nations and 
periods in history, while also recognizing what the unique 
inheritance of every community is.

This book emerged out of a three-year project designed 
and led by the India China Institute at The New School 
in New York City. In addition to contributions from The 
New School, primary support for the project came from 
the Henry Luce Foundation and ICIMOD. I want to use 
this opportunity to thank all of our supporters for their 
partnerships and generous contributions. Also, a very 
special thanks to our fieldwork team: Sagar Lama, Himani 
Upadhyaya, Kelsang Chimee, Kunga Yishe, Pasang Y. 
Sherpa, Sheetal Aitwal, Nabraj Lama, Shekhar Pathak, and 
Tshewang Lama (Chakka Bahadur) – for their crucial role in 
gathering stories from the region. We also thank Abhimanyu 
Pandey, Rajan Kotru and Swapnil Chaudhary of ICIMOD 
for their tireless support and participation in the project. And 
my special thanks to Toby Volkman of Luce Foundation for 
their continued support and encouragement over the years. 

Pasang Sherpa, Sagar Lama, Sheetal Aitwal and 
Tshewang Lama (Chakka Bahadur) collected and retold 
stories from Humla and Darchula districts in Nepal. Himani 
Upadhyaya collected stories from the Pithoragarh district of 
Uttarakhand state in India, with the support and guidance 
of Shekhar Pathak. Kelsang Chimee collected stories in 
the Ngari Prefecture of Tibet Autonomous Region in 
China, with participation from Kunga Yishe. The research 
associates collected and translated these stories from many 
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different sources, traveling by road and by foot in search of 
interesting tales. Later, Prawin Adhikari expanded them into 
their present form in English. Govinda Adhikari translated 
the stories into Nepali. Thanks to Tenzin Norbu Nangsal for 
editing the Tibetan, Liu Xiaoqing for editing the Chinese, 
and Shekhar Pathak for editing the Hindi. To reflect the 
great diversity of societies, cultures and religions from where 
these folktales were collected, the stories have been published 
as four bilingual books, with stories in English, alongside 
translations in Mandarin, Hindi, Nepali, and Tibetan.

Additional stories and materials, including 
photographs, maps, audio recordings and other related 
information, are publicly available on the India China 
Institute’s website as part of its Sacred Himalaya Initiative, 
a three-year Luce Foundation-funded project exploring 
religion, nature and culture in the Himalayas. Electronic 
versions of each language may be downloaded free of cost 
for personal or educational use from the ICI website at: 
www.indiachinainstitute.org/sacred-landscapes-book/ and 
from ICIMOD’s website at: lib.icimod.org/record/32800.

Ashok Gurung
Senior Director, India China Institute, and Professor of Practice, 
Julien J. Studley Graduate Program in International Affairs, 
The New School
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gZj/ b]jtf

ax't ;do kxn] sL aft x} ha ljleGg wdf]{+ Pj+ ;+:s[ltof]+ d]+ 
b]jtf Pj+ /fIf; bf]gf]+ xL ;fdfGo nf]uf]+ s] aLr /xf s/t] y] . sfkmL 
;do kxn] p; o'u d]+ Ps lxdfno s] b]jtf y] lhgs] kfFr o'jf Pj+ 
anjfg k'q y] . ;a;] 5f]6] k'q sf gfd lklkXof yf lh;sf cy{ xf]tf 
x} …jx JolQm lh;s] rf/ a�] efO{ xf]+ .Ú

pg kfFrf]+ efO{of]+ d]+ cfk; d]+ ax't k|]d yf cf}/ pGx]+ sxL+ eL hfgf 
xf]tf tf] j] xd]zf ;fy d]+ xL hft] . seL j] lxdfno sL kxfl�of]+ d]+ 
gLn] /+u jfnL e]� sf ltAat s] 3f; s] d}bfgf]+ ts kL5f lsof s/t] 
y] tf]] seL u+uf s] akmL{n] kfgL d]+ cf}/ x'Dnf sL s]dL{ s] u/d kfgL d]+ 
:gfg lsof s/t] . pg ;eL s] kf; p�g] jfnf /y yf ctM j] b"/–b"/ 
s] If]qf]+ d]+ e|d0f lsof s/t] y] . pGxf]+g] a;+t Ct' s] ;do nfFu/ ;f] 
s] åLkf]+ k/ klIfof]+ s] åf/f agfP x'P 3f]+;nf]+ sf] b]vf . nLdL 3f6L d]+ 
pGxf]+g] akmL{n] t]+b'cf]+ sf] b]vf . gLr] sL cf]/ l:yt Aof+; 3f6L s] ;/;f]+ 
s] v]tf]+ d]+ g[To s/g] s] lnP j] u�l/P sf j]z wf/0f s/s] hft] y] . 

Ps lbg u�jfn d]+ l:yt k'ikf]+ sL 3f6L d]+ ha j] u]+bfk"mn Pj+ 
v;v; s] d's'6 agf /x] y] teL pGx]+ Ps ;Ddf]xs uLt ;'gfO{ lbof . 

lklkXof g] a�] efO{of]+ ;] sxf, …xd ;eL b]j x}+, k/+t' olb d'em] 
O; uLt sf] ufg] jfnf lbvfO{ gxL+ lbof tf] d}+ d/ hfpmFuf .Ú

p;s] efO{of]+ g] p;] ;fjwfg s/t] x'P sxf, …lklkXof s'5 
sfdgfPF P];L xf]tL x}+ hf] l;km{ hGd n]g] jfn] j d[To' sf] k|fKt xf]g] jfn] 
dg'io xL s/ ;st] x}+ . xdf/] lnP o'jfj:yf zfZjt x} cf}/ olb xd 
b'vL ag] /x]+u] tf] xdf/L t[i0ffPF eL O;L k|sf/ cg+t xL agL /x]+uL .Ú

k/+t' lklkXof pg ufosf]+ sf] 9"F9g] s] lnP x7 s/tf /xf . p;s] 
a�] efO{of]+ g] sxf, … cR5f 7Ls x} lklkXof, k/+t' xd ;asf] Ps k|lt1f 
s/gL xf]uL ls xd dg'iof]+ åf/f e]+6 d]+ lbof uof s'5 eL gxL+ vfPFu] . 
olb xdf/] d'v d]+ rfjn sf Ps bfgf eL uof tf] xd ;bf s] lnP 
k[YjL nf]s d]+ xL kmF; hfPFu] .Ú 
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gZj/ b]jtf

/ft e/ ckg] /yf]+ k/ p�t] x'P pGxf]+g] s'5 vf]haLg sL cf}/ 
pGx]+ Aof+; 3f6L d]+ pg ufosf]+ sf ktf rn uof hxfF k/ ceL eL /+u 
hflt s] nf]u /xf s/t] y] . /+ulng b]j sL kfFr k'lqofF yL+ hf] k"/] 
ljZj d]+ ;a;] ;'+b/ yL+ . lklkXof Pj+ p;s] efO{of]+ g] pg o'jltof]+ sf] 
:jo+ sf kl/ro lbof cf}/ tTsfn xL pg;] ldqtf s/ nL . 

/+uln+u b]j g] ckgL k'lqof]+ s] lnP Ps zfgbf/ Pj+ dgf]/+hs 
dxn agjfof x'jf yf hxfF ;] j] ;f/L alxg]+ pQ/ k"j{ d]+ l:yt ;fOkfn 
kj{t s] bz{g s/ ;stL yL+ Pj+ gLr] sL cf]/ 3f6L d]+ axg] jfnL 
dxfsfnL gbL sf] axt] x'P b]v ;stL yL+ . jxfF k/ j] o'jf b]jtf j 
gj o'jltofF nfn /+u s] dvdn ;] cfj[t la:t/f]+ k/ zt/+h v]nt] y] 
cf}/ gd{ 3f; k/ gUg kfFjf]+ ;] g[To s/t] x'P k"/L /ft xF;t] x'P j aft]+ 
s/t] x'P latft] y] . ha eL j] gjo'jltofF g[To s/tL yL+ ta b]jtf 
pgs] lnP afF;'/L cf}/ 9f]n ahft] y] Pj+ ha eL j] ;'+b/ alxg]+ pg 
b]jtfcf]+ ;] lgj]bg s/tL+ tf] j] b]jtf pgs] ;dIf k|;Ggtf k"j{s g[To 
s/t] . k/+t' lklkXof cf}/ p;s] efO{ ;bf xL p;s] åf/f lbof x'cf 
ef]hg u|x0f gf s/g] s] lnP sf]O{ gf sf]O{ axfgf agft] cf}/ ;"of]{bo 
;] kxn] xL j] ;eL p; dgf]/+hs dxn ;] rn] hft] . 

sO{ lbgf]+ sL O; cfgGbdoL ldqtf s] kZrft pg alxgf]+ sf] 
ox cfef; x'cf ls j] hf] eL ef]hg ckg] cfu+t'sf]+ s] ;dIf k|:t't 
s/tL yL+ j] p;] 5'P lagf xL jxfF ;] rn] hft] y] . j] alxg]+ cfk; d]+ 
ljrf/–ljdz{ s/g] nuL+, …o'jsf]+ s] 8Ln–8f}n j ;'+b/ r]x/f]+ ;] ox ;fkm 
nutf x} ls j] ;eL efO{ b]jtf x}+, zfob pGx]+ nutf x} ls xdf/f ef]hg 
pgs] lnP cz'4 x} .Ú ta pGxf]+g] lgZro lsof ls j] rfjn s] k|To]s 
bfg] sf] ckg] :jo+ s] xfyf]+ ;] 5Ln]+uL+ cf}/ :jo+ ckg] xfyf]+ ;] rfjn 
sf xnjf agfPFuL+ . j] Ps–b";/] ;] sxg] nuL+, …P];f sf}g ldq xf]uf hf] 
Otg] k|]d j :g]x ;] agfP x'P ef]hg sf] u|x0f s/g] ;] dgf s/]uf<Ú

k"/f lbg pg alxgf]+ g] rfjn s] bfgf]+ sf] 5Lnt] x'P latf lbof . 
aLr–aLr d]+ sfd sL jhx ;] pTkGg x'O{ pma sf] ld6fg] s] lnP pGxf]+g] 
uLt eL ufP . j] ox ;f]r–;f]r s/ ax't k|;Gg xf] /xL yL+ ls ox 
:jflbi6 xnjf pg b]jf]+ s] r]x/f]+ k/ d':s'/fx6 n] cfPuf . z'4 rfjn 
sf] z'4 b"w d]+ pafn s/ p;d]+ s]/n j sZdL/ s] a]xt/Lg d;fnf]+ sf] 
ldnfs/ pg alxgf]+ g] rfjn Pj+ b"w s] ld>0f ;] agL vL/ s] kfFr 
a�] s6f]/] t}of/ lsP . 

;"of{:t s] kZrft j] b]jtf cfP . ;'+b/ o'jltof]+ g] pg b]jf]+ ;] 
a]xt/Lg pmg s] ag] sfnLg k/ a}7 hfg] sf lgj]bg lsof cf}/ ofs 
rFj/ ;] xjf s/g] nuL+ tTkZrft pgs] ;dIf vL/ ;] e/] s6f]/] /v] . 
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ha efO{of]+ g] vL/ ;] e/] s6f]/f]+ sf] b]vf tf] pgd]+ ;] ;a;] a�] 
efO{ g] ckg] z]if efO{of]+ sf] cfFv df/ s/ j l;/ lxnft] x'P rfjn s] Ps 
eL bfg] sf] d'Fx d]+ lnP lagf vL/ vfg] sf axfgf s/g] sf ;+s]t lbof . 
kljq b]jf]+ sf] ckljq dfgjf]+ ;] k[ys s/g] sf ox Ps ;Vt lgod yf . 
Og lgodf]+ sf] tf]�gf k|s[lt s] ;[hgsf/ sL agfoL x'O{ ;Ldfcf]+ sf] nfF3g] 
s] a/fa/ yf . a�] efO{ åf/f lbof uof ;+s]t ;eL sf] ;dem cf uof yf 
ctM j] xF;t] x'P j ef]hg sL ;/fxgf s/t] x'P vL/ vfg] sf 9f]+u s/g] 
nu] . Ps efO{ g] sxf, …cf]x ∕ OnforL sL u+w ax't al�of x}, Ú b";/] efO{ 
g] ;dy{g d]+ sxf, …cf}/ s];/ sL ;'u+w eL Psbd dgdf]xs x} .Ú

;eL b]jtf vL/ sf] ckg] xf]7f]+ ts nfg] sf 9f]+u tf] s/t] k/+t' 
a�L rfnfsL s] ;fy p;] ckg] s+wf]+ s] pmk/ km]+s b]t] . j] ax't 
hf]/–hf]/ ;] xF;t] x'P vL/ sL k|z+;f s/ /x] y] teL rfjn sf Ps 
bfgf 56s s/ s+w] sL ahfo lklkXof s] d'v s] c+b/ rnf uof . 

/ft s] u'�/g] s] ;fy xL ;eL b]jtf cf}/ j] kfFr alxg]+ cfk; 
d]+ /x:odoL aft]+ km';km';fg] nuL+ cf}/ j] Ps b";/] sL sd/ s] Ob{–
lub{ afx]+ 8fn s/ g[To s/g] nu] . j] hfFrg] nu] ls sf}g ;a;] nDa] 
;do ts df]/ k+v ;] sL x'O{ u'bu'bL ;xg s/ ;stf x} . ha ts 
ef]/ sL b]jL g] k"j{ lbzf sf] nfn /+u ;] gf /+u lbof ta ts j] ;eL 
dl:tis Pj+ sfof s] v]n v]nt] /x] . ;eL b]jf]+ g] ;fFem d]+ jfk; cfg] 
sf jfbf lsof cf}/ d[b'tf ;] pg alxgf]+ s] k|]dfln+ug ;] ckg] sf] b"/ 
s/s] ckg]–ckg] /yf]+ k/ r� uP . 

rfFbL j :j0f{ ;] ag] kfFrf]+ /y p; dgf]/+hs dxn ;] p� uP 
Pj+ pg kfFrf]+ alxgf]+ g] ljbfO{ s] ;do /]zdL n6sg jfn] b'k§f]+ sf] 
nx/fof . k/+t' zL3| xL lklkXof sf /y wL/]–wL/] gLr] sL cf]/ pt/g] 
nuf h};] ls dfgf] sf]O{ cb[Zo an p;] gLr] sL cf]/ vL+r /xf xf] . 
a�] efO{of]+ g] ox b[Zo b]vf cf}/ j] eoeLt xf] p7] . c+t d]+ ha jx 
/y l;vf{ hf pt/f ta a�] efO{of]+ g] afbnf]+ s] kf/ ;] p;;] aft sL . 

…lklkXof ∕ t'dg] dg'iof]+ s] xfy sf ef]hg vf lnof x} ctM ca 
t'Dx]+ O;sf b+8 e'utgf k�]uf . t'd ca /fhf sL t/x jxL+ /xf], t'Dxf/L 
cfjZostf sL ;eL rLh]+ xd t'Dx]+ e]ht] /x]+u] .Ú

ckg] efO{of]+ sL aftf]+ sf] dfgt] x'P lklkXof jxL+ ?s uof cf}/ 
l;vf{ s] kxf�L 9nfg jfn] If]q d]+ ckg] lnP Ps eJo dxn sf lgdf{0f 
lsof lh;d]+ /y sf] cfFug s] aLrf]+aLr /vf uof yf . 

c7f/x d+lhn pmFrf dxn k"/] ljZj e/ d]+ ;a;] cfnLzfg dxn 
yf . p;s] efO{of]+ g] /fh ldl:qof]+ j sfi7sld{of]+, h'nfxf]+ j s'Dxf/f]+ 
Pj+ a�] dxn s] lgdf{0f d]+ pkof]uL x/ k|sf/ s] sf/Lu/ sf] ls/fP k/ 



17

gZj/ b]jtf

/vg] s] lnP p;] wg/flz k|bfg sL . lklkXof g] Ps k|lzlIft ;]gf 
eL agfoL . ca p;g] dfgjf]+ jfnf ef]hg vfgf k|f/De s/ lbof yf . 
ca ha jx w/tL k/ c6s xL uof yf tf] p;] cfg+bk"j{s k[YjL k/ 
jf; s/gf xL rflxP .

k/+t' p;sL ;DklQ OtgL clws xf] uoL yL ls lsn] sL 
lv�lsofF j 5t]+ af]em ;] lu/g] nuL yL+ . lklkXof g] ckgL ;+klQ sf 
ljt/0f ;]gf, lgw{g ls;fg j Aof+; 3f6L s] u�l/P, ufo r/fg] jfn] 
j b�L{, p;s] afjrL{ j ;kmfO{sdL{ s] aLr s/g] sf lg0f{o lnof . 
p;g] ;�s]+ agjfoL+, k'n agjfP, Pj+ ltAat s] ;fy cf;fg j tLj|t/ 
Jofkf/ s] lnP wd{zfnfPF agjfoL+ . kxf�f]+ sL h�L–a"6L sL kxrfg, 
p;sf k|zf]wg j p;sf] ;+lrt s/g] sL ljlw cflb s] lnP ufFj s] 
g/–gf/L sf] k|lzlIft lsof tfls j] aLdf/f]+ sf pkrf/ s/ ;s]+ Pj+ 
O;;] /f]huf/ eL kf ;s]+ .

k/+t' lklkXof sf k[YjL k/ ;do p;s] cf;kf; /xg] jfn] nf]uf]+ 
s] ;do ;] leGg k|sf/ sL ult ;] aLt /xf yf . jx pg kfFrf]+ alxgf]+ 
;] ldng] hftf yf . ca j] a�L xf] r'sL yL+ Pj+ sO{ jiff]{+ kZrft d[To' 
sf] k|fKt xf] uoL+ . p;s] cfFug s] dWo d]+ /vf /y eL h+u nus/ 6"6g] 
nuf yf . p;s] ;]jsf]+ s] j+zh eL goL pmhf{ j gP pT;fx s] ;fy 
p;sL ;]jf d]+ zfldn xf]t]], lkm/ j] df]6] xf]t], tTkZrft pgsf z/L/ 
em'sg] nutf cf}/ c+t d]+ pgsL d[To' xf] hftL . O; hGd ;] d/0f sL 
ofqf g] lklkXof sf] ;'vL j dgf]/+hs l:ylt ;] k/] s/ lbof yf cf}/ 
ca jx eL ;+;f/ ;] d'lQm sL clenfiff s/g] nuf yf .

Ps lbg ha p;sL ;]ljsf p;s] lnP c+u"/ 5Ln /xL yL ta 
jx l;;st] x'P af]ng] nuf, …sfz d]/] efO{ :ju{ ;] cfPF cf}/ d'em] n]s/ 
rn] hfPF ∕ d}+ ca O; ;'v–;DklQ ;] pma r'sf x"F So"Fls ox d'em] oxfF 
af+w] /vgf rfxtL x} .Ú lklkXof sL ;]ljsf ckg] :jfdL s] lnP c+u"/ 
5Lnt]–5Lnt] OtgL a"�L xf] r'sL yL ls jx p;sL ofrgf ;'g xL gxL+ 
kfoL . cflv/ p;g] seL eL ckg] dflns ;] lzsfot gxL+ sL yL ls 
s};] Ps–Ps c+u"/ sf] 5Lng] ;] p;sL cfFv]+ tgfjk"0f{ xf] uoL yL+ cf}/ 
p;sL c+u'lnof]+ d]+ ul7of xf] uof yf .

…olb cfk ckgL ;DkGgtf cf}/ ;'+b/tf ;] Otg] xL Jofs'n x}+ tf] 
cfk ckg] k"j{hf]+ sf] k|bfg lsP hfg] jfnf 9fn cf6] s] abn] /fv 
;] So"F gxL+ agjft] cf}/ jflif{s >f4 s] lnP as/] sL ahfo s'Q] sL 
aln So"F gxL+ s/t]<Ú

;dfh s] s'5 lgod ax't ;fkm t/Ls] ;] k|ltli7t x}+ lh;sf ;eL 
nf]uf]+ sf] 1fg x} . lhgd]+ ;] s'5 tf] P];] x}+ hf] ls ;a nf]uf]+ sf] l;km{ 
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dfn"d xL gxL+ x}+ clkt' lhgs] tf]�g] k/ j] b+8 s] eL efuL xf] ;st] 
x}+ . s'5 lgod c1fgtfjz 6"6 hft] x}+ k/+t' seL–seL :jo+ b]jtf xL 
;dfh d]+ kl/jt{g nfg] s] lnP hfg–a"em s] lgodf]+ sf pNn+3g s/t] 
x}+ . lklkXof g] ckg] ljZj;gLo nf]uf]+ sf] ckg] kf; a'njfof cf}/ af]nf, 
…d}+ ckg] efUo sf] k"0f{¿k ;] gi6 s/g] hf /xf x"F .Ú

wg j zlQm s] gfz sL ;Defjgf ;] eoeLt lklkXof s] d+qL j 
;}lgsf]+ g] sxf, …gxL+ ∕ ox xd ;as] lnP ax't a'/f xf]uf .Ú k/+t' ls;L 
sL eL gf ;'gt] x'P p;g] cf6] s] abn] /fv sL 9fn agjfoL cf}/ 
k"j{hf]+ sf] as/] sL ahfo s'Qf ck{0f lsof . ox ax't xL ckdfghgs 
aft yL . ;dfh s] cfwf/e"t lgodf]+ sf] tf]�g] s] afb sf]O{ eL ;'v 
j ;DklQ sf clwsf/L gxL+ xf] ;stf . ctM lklkXof sL k"FhL 36g] 
nuL . p;s] /y d]+ z]if ar] :j0f{, rfFbL j h+u sf] rf]/ r'/f s/ n] 
uP . c+ttM p;sf lsnf eL Wj:t xf] uof Pj+ p;] nf]uf]+ åf/f km]+sL 
uoL h"7g vfs/ /xgf k�f . 

lklkXof s] kf; ca l;km{ Ps ns�L sf s6f]/f z]if /x uof yf . 
lklkXof sf j}ej Pj+ p;sL ;'+b/tf ;a ufoa xf] uoL yL . ha 

jx rfjn raf /xf yf tf] p;sf Ps bfFt 6"6 s] lu/ k�f . tTsfn 
xL jx kfunf]+ sL t/x xF;g] nuf . 

:ju{ sL cf]/ b]vt] x'P p;g] sxf, …efO{of]+ ∕ Sof t'd d'em] e"n 
uP xf]<Ú

teL p;s] efO{ ckg] zfgbf/ :j0f{ j rfFbL s] /yf]+ k/ ;jf/ 
xf]s/ cfP cf}/ p;] hdLg ;] p7ft] x'P cfsfz sL cf]/ vL+rf . p; 
lbg s] afb ls;L g] eL p;] gxL+ b]vf . c+ttM lklkXof p; Ps rfjn 
s] bfg] sf] vfg] s] ck/fw ;] Ifdf s/ lbof uof yf . 

ha p;sf lsnf eJo Pj+ ;DkGg yf ta kfFr ;f} /+u Jofkfl/of]+ 
Pj+ ls;fgf]+ s] kl/jf/ lsn] sL klZrd lbzf sL cf]/ cfs/ a; uP 
y] . k"j{ d]+ tLg ;f} n'xf/f]+ s] kl/jf/ lhGxf]+g] lsn] j p;s] ;}lgsf]+ sL 
;]jf sL, cfs/ a; uP y] k/+t' lklkXof åf/f ckg] k"j{hf]+ sf] clk{t 
lsP uP /fv s] 9fn j s'Q] sL aln sL jhx ;] nf]uf]+ sf] nutf yf 
ls ox :yfg ca seL lkm/ ;] ;DkGg gxL+ xf] kfPuf . ctM j] xd]zf 
s] lnP jxfF ;] rn] uP . 

hf] ko{6s l;vf{ sL ofqf k/ hft] x}+ j] cfh eL kxf�L s] 6"6]–
km"6] efuf]+ sf] b]v ;st] x}+ . o] v+8x/ ls;L b]jtf åf/f lgod tf]�] 
hfg] s] kmn:j¿k xf]g] jfn] kl/0ffdf]+ s] xL ;"rs x}+ .
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Many cultures and religions imagine a time very long 
ago when gods and demons lived among the people. In such 
an age, a god in the Himalayas had five young and strong 
sons. The youngest was called Pipihya, and his name meant 
‘one who has four older brothers’. 

The five brothers loved each other and went everywhere 
together. They chased blue sheep over the Himalayas into 
the meadows of Tibet. They bathed in the glacial waters of 
the Ganga and in the hot-water springs of Kermi, in Humla. 
Each of them had a flying chariot, so they traveled widely. 
On the islands in the Langar Tsho they watched birds build 
nests in the spring. In the Limi Valley they watched snow 
leopards. Disguised as shepherds they traveled down to the 
Byans Valley to dance in the mustard fields. 

One day, when they were making crowns of marigolds 
and poppies in the Valley of Flowers in Garhwal, they heard 
an enchanting song.

‘Brothers,’ Pipihya said to his elders, ‘we may be gods, 
but I will die if I don’t see who sings this song!’

‘Pipihya,’ his brothers warned, ‘some kinds of desires 
are only for humans who live and die. For us, youth is eternal, 
and so will longing be if we are made unhappy.’

But Pipihya insisted upon finding the singers. His eldest 
brother said, ‘Alright, Pipihya. But we must all promise never 
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to eat anything the humans offer us. If even a grain of rice 
goes into our mouths, we will be trapped on earth forever.’ 

After a short search on their flying chariots they found 
the singers in the Byans Valley, where the Rung people still 
live. The five daughters of Lord Runglin were the most 
beautiful in the world. Pipihya and his brothers introduced 
themselves and immediately befriended them.

Lord Runglin had built a pleasure palace for his 
daughters. From there, the sisters could see the Saipal 
Mountain to the north-east, and the Mahakali flowed in the 
valley beneath it. There, the gods and the young women 
played chess on beds covered in red velvet and danced 
barefoot on soft grass and spent the entire night laughing 
and talking. The gods played flutes and drums while the 
young women danced. When the sisters asked, the gods 
happily danced for the young women. Pipihya and his 
brothers always made excuses to avoid eating any food 
that was offered to them. And they left the pleasure palace 
before sunrise. 

After a few days of blissful friendship, the sisters 
noticed that all the food they laid out for their guests was 
left untouched. ‘From their stature and beauty it is clear that 
the brothers are gods. Maybe they think our food is impure,’ 
the sisters said. They decided to peel with their own hands 
every grain of rice, and to make rice pudding themselves. 
They wondered – ‘What kind of a friend would refuse to eat 
something made with so much affection?’ 

The sisters spent the entire day peeling rice grains. They 
sang to chase away the boredom of the work. But they were 
also happy because they knew the pudding would make the 
gods smile. After boiling the pure rice in pure milk with the 
finest spices from Kerala and Kashmir, the sisters prepared 
five big bowls of kheer, milk-and-rice pudding.
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The gods arrived in the evening. The sisters asked them 
to sit on rugs made of the finest wools, fanned them with 
yak-tails, and put bowls of pudding before them. 

With a wink and a nod, the oldest of the brothers 
signaled to the others to pretend to eat the pudding but 
never let a single grain of rice into their mouths. This was 
a strict rule that separated the pure gods from the impure 
humans. To break this rule was to defy Creation itself. His 
brothers understood the signal, so they laughed and praised 
the pudding. ‘Oh, the cardamom smells beautiful!’ one said. 
‘Surely the fragrance of saffron is more enticing!’ another 
added.

The gods pretended to take the pudding to their lips, 
but cleverly threw it over their shoulders. But as he was loudly 
laughing and praising the pudding, a grain of rice went into 
Pipihya’s mouth.

As the night passed, the gods and the sisters whispered 
secrets to each other and danced with arms around each 
other’s waists. They tested who could resist the tickle of 
a peacock feather the longest. They played games of the 
mind and of the body, until the goddess of dawn painted 
the eastern skies red. The gods promised to return in the 
evening, gently peeled away from the embrace of the sisters, 
and mounted their chariots. 

Five chariots of gold and silver flew up from the 
pleasure palace as the five sisters waved silk-tasseled shawls 
in goodbye. But Pipihya’s chariot soon began descending 
slowly, as if an invisible burden pulled him back to earth. 
His brothers saw that and worried. When the chariot finally 
settled at Sirkha, they spoke to him from beyond the clouds.

‘Pipihya! You have eaten human food, and now you 
must endure your punishment. Settle here, and live like a 
king. We will send you everything you need.’
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Pipihya agreed with his brothers and built himself a 
great fort on the Sirkha hillside with the chariot in the middle 
of the courtyard where he had fallen. The eighteen-story fort 
was the most magnificent building in the whole world. His 
brothers sent him the wealth needed to hire masons and 
carpenters, weavers and potters, and every kind of worker 
needed for a large fort. Pipihya also hired and trained an 
army. He began eating mortal food. After all, he was stuck 
on earth. Why shouldn't he enjoy his time here?

But he had so much wealth that it spilt out of the 
windows and roofs of the fort. Pipihya used his army to 
distribute his wealth among the poor farmers and shepherds 
of the Byans Valley, and to his cooks and cleaners and 
cowherds and tailors. He built roads, bridges and rest-houses 
to make trade with Tibet easier and faster. He trained young 
men and women to recognize, process and store the herbs in 
the mountains so that they could heal the sick and also earn 
a living. 

Time passed at a different pace for Pipihya than it did 
for the humans around him. He visited the five sisters as 
they grew older and finally died. The chariot in his courtyard 
rusted and broke. Generations of servants joined his service 
with energy and enthusiasm, then grew thick around the 
waist, then stooped and squinted, and finally died. This 
journey from birth to death stopped amusing Pipihya and 
he, too, began desiring liberation.

‘If only my brothers would come from heaven and take 
me away! I am tired of all this wealth and prosperity because 
it keeps me here,’ he moaned one day as a maid peeled grapes 
for him. This maid had grown old peeling grapes for Pipihya 
and was tired of hearing him complain. After all, she didn’t 
get to complain about how peeling grapes strained her eyes 
or gave her arthritis in her fingers. 
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‘If you are so tired of being rich and beautiful, why 
don’t you offer your ancestors a shield made of ashes instead 
of flour and a dog instead of a goat for the yearly feast?’ the 
old woman said.

Some rules of society and religion are very clearly 
established and most people know them. Some rules are not 
clearly known by everybody, but they still bring punishment if 
broken. Some rules are broken unknowingly. But sometimes 
even gods knowingly break society’s rules to invite change. 
Pipihya called the people he trusted and said, ‘I am going to 
destroy my fortune.’

‘No! That would be bad for us,’ said his ministers and 
commanders, fearing the loss of wealth and power. But 
Pipihya made a shield of ashes instead of flour and chose 
a dog instead of a goat to offer to his ancestors. This was 
terribly insulting. That misfortune soon befell Pipihya 
should surprise nobody. His wealth decreased. Thieves stole 
what was left of his chariot of gold, silver and rust. Finally, a 
day came when his fort lay in ruins, and he had to eat scraps 
thrown to him by strangers. 

Pipihya only had a wooden bowl to eat out of. All 
splendor and beauty disappeared. When a tooth fell off 
while he was chewing rice, he laughed like a mad man and 
rolled in the dirt.

‘Brothers! Have you forsaken me?’ he said to the heavens.
His brothers appeared on their magnificent chariots of 

gold and silver and picked him up from the dirt and pulled 
him into the skies. Pipihya had finally been forgiven for 
eating one grain of rice. Nobody has heard from him since 
that day. 

When the fort was great and prosperous, five hundred 
Rung families of traders and farmers had settled to the 
west of the fort. To the east lived three hundred families 
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of blacksmiths who served the fort and its armies. But after 
Pipihya offered a shield of ashes along with a dog to the 
ancestors, the people knew that the land would never see 
wealth again. They left, never to return. 

Tourists who visit Sirkha today can see the ruins on the 
hill. These ruins are a reminder of what happened when a 
god broke a simple rule.
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k"/L b'lgof s] nf]u ls;L g ls;L k|sf/ sL kfjg Pj+ kljq j:t', 
d+lb/, kxf� Pj+ glbof]+ sL kl/qmdf s/t] x}+ . ox ;[li6 s] /rlotf sL 
cf/fwgf Pj+ p;sf ;Tsf/ s/g] sf Ps k|frLg t/Lsf x} . ltAatL efiff 
d]+ ls;L :t"k, d"lt{, gbL cf}/ kj{t s] kl/qmdf sf] sf]/f sxf hftf x} . 

ltAat s] :jfoQ k|f+t s] Guf/L c+rn d]+ vf+u l/+kf]r] gfd sf 
kljq kj{t l:yt x} hf] ls ls;L eL JolQm sL :d[lt ;] sxL+ k'/fgf 
kljq :yn x} . ljleGg wdf]{+ sf] dfgg] jfn] O; kj{t sL kl/qmdf s/g] 
s] lnP oxfF sL ofqf s/t] x}+ lh;] s}nf; cf}/ d]? kj{t s] gfd ;] 
eL hfgf hftf x} . ox kfjg kj{t lx+b'cf]+, af}4f]+, l;Svf]+, h}lgof]+, af]gkf] 
cf}/ eL sO{ wfld{s k/Dk/f sf] dgfg] jfn] nf]uf]+ s] lnP ;dfg ¿k 
;] cfb/0fLo x} . af]g nf]u ox sf]/f 3�L sL ;'O{ sL ljk/Lt lbzf d]+ 
s/t] x}+ hals afsL nf]u 3�L sL ;'O{ sL lbzf d]+ s/t] x}+ . af}4f]+ sL 
ox dfGotf x} ls vf+u l/+kf]r] s] t]/x sf]/f s/g] ;] clws k'0o k|fKt 
xf]tf x} . cflv/ ox dfGotf s};] k|f/De x'O{ <

ltAat s] k"j{ d]+ l:yt vfd k|b]z d]+ Ps wfld{s Pj+ tk:jL cf}/t 
/xtL yL lh;g] Ps k'q sf] hGd lbof yf . jx k'0o k|fKt s/g] sL 
clenfiff ;] clee"t yL . p;g] dg xL dg ;f]rf, …sxt] x}+ ls vf+u 
l/+kf]r] sf sf]/f s/g] ;] ;jf{lws k'0o k|flKt xf]tL x} ctM d}+ ckg] k'q 
sf] ;fy n]s/ hfpmFuL tfls xd bf]gf]+ sf] xL k'0o k|flKt xf] cf}/ xd]+ 
eujfg sf cfzLjf{b ldn] .Ú

ckg] kl/jf/ jfnf]+ cf}/ ldqf]+ sf] k|0ffd s/s] jx lgsn k�L 
cf}/ sO{ dxLgf]+ ts ckg] k'q s] ;fy rntL /xL . pg nf]uf]+ sf] 7+8] 
j ;"v] d?:yn cf}/ 3g] 3f; s] d}bfgf]+ sf] kf/ s/gf yf hxfF h+unL 
uw] em'+8f]+ d]+ bf}�t] y] . jxfF sfnL ub{g jfn] ;f/; sf ;d"x cf;dfg 
d]+ s'�s'�ftf /xtf yf cf}/ lx/0f 3'6gf]+ ts pmFrL–pmFrL 3f; k/ 5nfFu 
nuft] y] . pGx]+ ckgL ofqf s] bf}/fg seL–seL /fx d]+ d':s'/ft] x'P 
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cf}/ d+qf]+ sf hfk s/t] x'P sO{ wd{ofqL eL ldn] . af]g ç df qL d" 
o] ;f n] b" sf hfk s/t] y] cf}/ af}4 ç d0fL kß] x'F sf hfk s/t] 
y] . lxdfno s] blIf0fL efu ;] cfP x'P lx+b" ;Gof;L ç gdM lzjfo 
sf hfk s/t] y] . ls;L–ls;L lbg pg dfF–k'q sf] d}bfgf]+ d]+ t]h ult 
;] efut] h+unL s'Qf]+ s] cnfjf sf]O{ gh/ gxL+ cftf yf .

sO{ dxLgf]+ kZrft clv/sf/ j] bf]gf]+ vf+u l/+kf]r] kx'Fr xL uP . 
dftf g] ckg] k'q sf] ckgL kL7 k/ b'zfnf d]+ ;'/Iffk"0f{ t/Ls] ;] 
af+wf cf}/ ckgf sf]/f k|f/De lsof . h};] xL jx kxf� k/ kx'FrL tf] 
p;] e"v j Kof; sf cg'ej xf]g] nuf k/+t' jx hfgtL yL ls b|f]Ndf 
dfu{ sf]/f s] lnP ;a;] pmFrf :yfg yf, ctM p;sL r�fO{ ;DkGg 
s/g] s] kZrft p;] ;fF; n]g] j ;':tfg] s] lnP kxf� s] b";/L t/km 
cf;fgL xf]uL . 

ckg] k'q sf] ckg] ;Lg] ;] lrksfs/ jx ckgL x/ ;fF; s] ;fy 
cf]d\ dfgL kß] xd sf hfk s/tL /xL cf}/ ckgL r�fO{ sf] cfu] a�ft] 
/xL . c+ttM p;g] b|f]Ndf kf; sL r�fO{ ;DkGg sL cf}/ ckgL k|fy{gf j 
wGojfb clk{t lsof . p;] ax't Kof; nu /xL yL k/+t' jxfF kLg] s] lnP 
kfgL gxL+ yf cf}/ p;s] cf;kf; hdf akm{ sL ktnL k/t sLr� ;] 
nyky yL . p;] p; hux ;] gLr] b]vg] k/ s'5 5f]6] tfnfa lbvfO{ 
b] /x] y] k/+t' j] p; /f:t] ;] nueu krf; dL6/ b"/ y] . 

dftf ox hfgtL yL ls o] tfnfa 8flsgL s] :gfg s/g] s] lnP 
ag] tfnfa x}+ . 8flsgL Ps b]jL yL lh;sf :jefj cR5] nf]uf]+ s] lnP 
ax't cR5f cf}/ a'/] nf]uf]+ s] k|lt qmf]lwt xf]tf yf . lx+b" p;L tfnfa 
sf] uf}/L hf] ls eujfg lzj sL kTgL x}+, s] gxfg] sf s'+8 sxt] x}+ . 
ltAat d]+ 8flsgL sf] vfb/f]df s] gfd ;] hfgf hftf x} . wd{ofqf 
cfP Kof;] >4fn' o] hfgt] y] ls ls;L s] eL åf/f 8flsgL s] 3/ 
sL zf+lt sf] e+u s/gf 8flsgL sf] laNs'n gxL+ eftf yf . k/+t' ckgL 
Kof; sf] ;xg s/ kfg] d]+ c;dy{ jx dftf ckg] cfk sf] /f]s gxL+ 
kfoL cf}/ tfnfa s] kf; gLr] sL cf]/ pt/ s/ cfO{ Pj+ kfgL kLg] 
s] lnP gLr] em'sL . 

p;] OtgL clws Kof; nuL yL ls jx tfnfa d]+ gLr] em's s/ 
kfgL kLg] nuL . crfgs xL p;sf k'q lh;] p;g] ckgL b'zfnf sL 
;xfotf ;] ckgL kL7 k/ afFw /vf yf, jx lkm;n s/ tfnfa s] akm{ 
lhtg] 7+8] kfgL d]+ hf lu/f . 

…gxL+, gxL+, gxL+, gxL+ ∕Ú jx lrNnfO{ . p;g] 3a/ft] x'P t]hL ;] 
ckg] k'q sf] afx/ vL+rg] sf k|of; lsof k/+t' tfnfa s] cTo+t 7+8] 
kfgL s] sf/0f p; aRr] sL d[To' xf] uoL . 
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p; dftf sf Åbo zf]s d]+ 8"a uof . jx ckg] r]x/]sf] gf]rg] 
nuL cf}/ ckgL 5ftL kL6t] x'P lanv–lanv s/ /f]g] nuL . ckg] afnf]+ 
d]+ ld§L 8fns/ jf] ljnfk s/t] x'P eujfg ;] ckg] k'q sf] k'ghL{ljt 
s/g] sL ljgtL s/g] nuL . k/+t' b]jtfcf]+ g] p;] k'ghLl{\jt gxL+ lsof . 
tTkzft p;g] ckg] k'q sf] s; s/ ckg] ;Lg] ;] nuf lnof k/+t' 
p;s] Åbo sL w�sg eL p;s] k'q s] Åbo sL w�sg sf] gf huf 
kfO{ . dftf s] cfF;'cf]+ sL u/d wf/ p; aRr] s] r]x/] k/ k� /xL yL 
k/+t' lkm/ eL p;s] z/L/ d]+ tfk pTkGg gxL+ x'cf . 

vf+u l/+kf]r] sL kl/qmdf s] kmn:j¿k ldng] jfn] jfn] k'0o 
sf] clh{t s/g] jx jxfF cfoL yL k/+t' Ps xL If0f sL nfk/jfxL g] 
p;;] p;sf ;a s'5 5Lg lnof yf . Ps k'q sL d[To' sf sf/0f 
p;sL dfF xf] O;;] a�f ck/fwaf]w ls;L dfF s] lnP cf}/ Sof xf] 
;stf x} . 

k"/L /ft jx cf}/t ckg] aRr] s] zf]s d]+ /f]tL /xL j ljnfk 
s/tL /xL . ;'ax s] ;do ha /f]–/f] s] p;sf unf bb{ s/g] nuf j 
p;sL cfFvf]+ s] cfF;" ;"vg] nu] ta kZrftfk s/g] s] p2]Zo ;] p;g] 
lg0f{o lnof ls p;] ckgf sf]/f k"/f s/gf rflxP tfls p;s] åf/f 
3l6t kfk sf kZrftfk xf] ;s] . jx kj{t s] cfu] k|fy{gf s/g] nuL, 
…cf] vf+u l/+kf]r] ∕ d}+ t'd;] cg'/f]w s/tL x"F d]/] kfkf]+ sf] Ifdf s/ bf] 
cf}/ O; c;xgLo ljklQ ;] d'em] arf nf] . ha ts d'em] P];f sf]O{ 
;+s]t gxL+ ldntf ls t'dg] d'em] Ifdf s/ lbof x}, d}+ t'Dxf/] rf/f]+ cf]/ 
o"F xL rSs/ nuftL /x"FuL . ca of tf] d'em] k"0f{ ¿k ;] kfk ;] d'lQm 
ldn] gxL+ tf] d[To' xL ca d'em] oxfF ;] b"/ s/ ;stL x} . 

ctM ckg] Åbo s] af]em sf] xNsf s/g] x]t' p;g] sf]/f s/gf 
cf/De lsof . p;g] k|fy{gf s/t] x'P k"j{ tLy{ oflqof]+ s] :jo+ s] z/L/ 
åf/f dflkt afjg lsnf]dL6/ sL nDafO{ jfnf /f:tf kf/ lsof . u'kmfcf]+ 
d]+ of]u cf}/ ;fwgf s/g] jfn] nDa] afnf]+ jfn] ;Gofl;of]+ sf] kL5] 5f]�t] 
x'P jx ckgL ofqf k/ cfu] a�tL /xL . p;g] ls;L ;] eL vfg] of 
kLg] s] lnP s'5 gxL+ dfFuf . ha–ha jx b|f]Ndf kf; k/ r�fO{ s/tL 
yL ta ta jx clenfiff Pj+ t[i0ff e/L cfFvf]+ ;] p; tfnfa sL cf]/ 
b]vtL yL hxfF p;g] ckg] k'q sf] vf]of yf . 

p;g] ;ft, b;, af/x sf]/f ;DkGg lsP k/+t' ceL eL ck/fw 
af]w ;] d'lQm s] sf]O{ ;+s]t gxL+ ldn /x] y] . p;g] ;eL kljq kj{tf]+ 
sL kl/qmdf sL k/+t' ckg] t]/xj]+ sf]/f ts jx ys s/ r"/ xf] r'sL 
yL cf}/ v'nL cfFvf]+ ;] Ps cf}/ sbd cfu] a�f kfg] d]+ c;dy{ yL . 
ctM jx emksL n]g] s] lnP jxL+ kf; Ps r§fg k/ n]6 uoL . 
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ha p;sL cfFv v'nL tf] p;g] kfof sL lh; r§fg k/ jx 
n]6L yL jxfF p;s] xfy, k}/ cf}/ z/L/ s] ux/] lgzfg ag] x'P y] . 
p;] ;demt] b]/ gf nuL ls vf+u l/+kf]r] g] p;] Ifdf s/ lbof yf cf}/ 
p;s] b'Mv j ljiffb sf] b"/ s/ lbof yf . r§fg k/ ag] lgzfg O;L 
aft s] ;"rs y] . p;g] kj{t sf] k|0ffd lsof cf}/ gP l;/] ;] hLjg 
sL z'¿jft s/g] s] p2]Zo ;] ckg] ufFj cfdbf] sL cf]/ /jfgf x'O{ . 

hf] eL tLy{ofqL vf+u l/+kf]r] cyjf s}nf; kj{t sL ofqf k/ hft] 
x}+ j] ceL eL xfy k}/f]+ s] lgzfg p; r§fg k/ b]v ;st] x}+ hf] ls 
p; dftf s] x}+ lh;g] ckg] k'q sf] vf] lbof yf cf}/ p;L b'Mv d]+ 
p;g] t]/xjfF sf]/f lsof yf . r§fg k/ ag] lgzfgf]+ s] sf/0f xL af}4 
nf]uf]+ sL ox dfGotf x} ls olb t]/xjfF sf]/f blIf0ffjt{ lbzf d]+ lsof 
hfP tf] p;s] kl/0ffd :j¿k clws k'0o k|fKt xf]tf x} .
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People all around the world walk around objects, 
temples, mountains or lakes that are sacred to them. It is 
an ancient way of showing respect to the Creator. In the 
Tibetan language, such a walk around a great stupa, statue, 
lake or mountain is called a kora. 

Kang Rinpoche, the holy mountain in the Ngari region 
of the Tibet Autonomous Region, has been a sacred site for 
far longer than anybody remembers. Pilgrims of many faiths 
travel there to perform koras around the mountain, which is 
also known as Kailas or Meru. The mountain is respected 
in Hinduism, Buddhism, Jainism, Sikhism, Bönpo, and 
pilgrims from many other religious traditions visit. The Bön 
walk the kora in the anti-clockwise direction while others 
do it clockwise. Buddhists believe that performing 13 koras 
around Kang Rinpoche brings most merit. How did this 
come about?

In the Kham region of Tibet, far to the east of Ngari, lived 
a devout woman who gave birth to a son and was overcome 
with the desire to earn religious merit. ‘Everybody says that 
the greatest merit comes from performing a kora around Kang 
Rinpoche. I will take my son with me, so that we will both 
gain merit and the kindness of the gods,’ she thought.

After saying goodbye to her family and friends, she 
walked for many months with her young son. They had to 
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cross dry, cold deserts and vast grasslands where wild donkeys 
ran in herds. Flocks of black-necked cranes crossed the skies 
and deer darted through the knee-high grass of the marshes. 
On some days they met many pilgrims on the road, smiling 
and silently reciting their mantras. The Bön recited Om Ma Tri 
Mu Ye Sa Le Du; the Buddhists recited Om Mani Padme Hum; 
the ascetic Hindus from the south of the Himalayas recited 
Om Namoh Shivaaya. On some days the mother and baby boy 
met nobody but wild dogs scurrying across the plains.

After many months, the mother and son finally 
reached Kang Rinpoche. The mother tied her son securely 
to her back with a shawl and started her kora. As she 
climbed the mountain, she felt hunger and thirst; but she 
knew that the Drolma Pass was the highest place on the 
kora, and that it would be easier to breathe on the other side 
of the mountain. 

She chanted Om Mani Padme Hum with each breath, 
hugged her son close to her body, and climbed. She finally 
climbed to Drolma Pass and offered her prayer of thanks. 
She felt very thirsty. But there was no water to drink, and the 
thin snow around her was covered in trampled mud. She saw 
a few small ponds about fifty meters below the path. 

The mother knew that these were the bathing pools 
of a dakini, a goddess who can be very kind to good people 
and very angry towards bad people. The Hindus call these 
ponds the bathing pool of Gauri, who is the wife of the 
great god Shiva. In Tibet the dakini is known as Khadroma. 
The thirsty pilgrim knew that the dakini didn’t like it when 
someone disturbed her home. But unable to bear her thirst 
anymore, the mother climbed down to a pool. 

She was so thirsty that she hurriedly bent down to 
drink water. Her baby boy slipped off her back and fell into 
the ice-cold water of the pond. 
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‘No, no, no, no, no!’ she shouted. She tried desperately 
to pull him out, but the cold water instantly killed the baby. 

The mother was heartbroken. She clawed at her own 
face and beat her chest. She threw dirt into her hair and 
cried and begged the gods to make her son live again. But 
the gods didn’t bring the child back to life. She hugged her 
son close to her chest, but the beats of her heart didn’t make 
his heart beat again. Hot drops of her tears fell on the baby’s 
face, but it didn’t bring warmth to his body. 

She had walked all the way to Kang Rinpoche to 
earn merit. But one moment’s carelessness had taken away 
everything that was dear to her. Who can imagine guilt 
greater than that of a mother who has caused the death of 
her own baby? 

The mother mourned and cried throughout the night. 
In the morning, when her eyes had run dry of tears and her 
throat hurt from crying, she felt her grief decrease a little. 
She realized that she needed to continue her kora to pay for 
her sin. ‘O, Kang Rinpoche! I pray to you to forgive my sin 
and lift this unbearable grief away from me. I shall walk 
around you until I see signs that I have been forgiven. Only 
complete forgiveness or death can set me free,’ she said to 
the mountain.

She set out to perform as many koras as were needed to 
set her heart free. She walked past pilgrims who measured 
the entire length of the fifty-two kilometer path with their 
bodies, saying prayers all the while. She walked past long-
haired ascetics praying and performing yoga in caves. She 
asked nobody for food or drink. Every time she climbed 
up to the Drolma Pass, she looked with longing at the pond 
where she had lost her child. 

She finished seven, ten, twelve koras, but the grief and 
guilt stayed. Still, she walked around the sacred mountain. 
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On the thirteenth kora, she became very tired. Unable to 
take another step forward or keep her eyes open, she lay 
down on a rock to take a short nap. 

When she awoke, she saw that her body, hands, and 
feet had left deep dents on the rock where she had slept. She 
understood that Kang Rinpoche had forgiven her and taken 
away the guilt and grief from her. The marks on the rock 
were proof of that. She thanked the mountain and made her 
long walk back to her village in Amdo where she started her 
life anew.

Pilgrims who go to Kang Rinpoche can still see the 
marks left behind by the mother who lost her child and 
performed thirteen koras around the sacred mountain. Ever 
since, Buddhists believe that performing thirteen koras will 
bring great merit to the pilgrim.
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ef/t s] pQ/fv+8 /fHo s] kf+u" gfds ufFj d]+ Zof+u;] gfds 
d+lb/ x} . jx ufFj s] :yfgLo nf]uf]+ s] s'nb]jtf x}+ . rf}bf+; s] kf; 
b]jL k"0ff{lu/L dftf sf d+lb/ x} hf] ls d"n¿k ;] pQ/fv+8 s] blIf0fL 
pmi0f d}bfgL efu d]+ l:yt 6gsk'/ sL /xg] jfnL x}+ . Zof+u;] Aof+; 
3f6L d]+ /xg] jfn] /+u hflt s] nf]uf]+ s] Ps k|frLg b]jtf x}+ k/+t' 
k"0ff{lu/L lx+b'cf]+ sL Ps k|l;4 b]jL x}+ . cflv/ k"0ff{lu/L cfb{| k|b]z ;] 
Ps kxf�L ufFj sL cf]/ s};] kx'FrL+<

 ax't kxn] sL aft x}, emf� km"Fs s/g] jfnf Ps wfdL hf] 
Zof+u;] eujfg sf eQm Pj+ pgsf k|ltlglw yf, ckg] 5f]6] efO{ s] 
;fy 6gsk'/ hf /xf yf . h};] xL jx ef/t j g]kfn s] ;Ldf If]q 
;] nu] 6gsk'/ d]+ kx'Frf, p; ;do jxfF x}hf km}nf x'cf yf . ox pg 
lbgf]+ sL aft x} ha lxdfno s] tnx6L Onfsf]+ d]+ x}hf j r]rs sf 
ax't k|sf]k yf Pj+ lh;g] xhf/f]+ nf]uf]+ sf] df/ lbof yf Pj+ ufFj s] 
;d:t kl/jf/f]+ sf] gi6 s/ lbof yf . 

ofqf k/ cfP bf]gf] efO{cf]+ g] ;f]rf, …olb xd 6gsk'/ d]+ ¿s]+u] 
tf] cjZo xL df/] hfPFu] .Ú ctM pGxf]+g] cTo+t tLj|tf ;] rf}bf+; k|:yfg 
s/g] sf lg0f{o lnof cf}/ jxfF s] lnP /jfgf xf] lnP . sxL+ gf sxL+ j] 
O; aft ;] eL eoeLt y] ls sxL+ pg nf]uf]+ s] dfWod ;] x}hf pgs] 
ufFj d]+ eL gf km}n hfP cf}/ pgs] kl/jf/f]+ j ldqf]+ sf] aLdf/ s/ b] . 

k/+t' 5f]6] efO{ s] z/L/ d]+ cgb]v] /f]uf0f' kxn] xL k|lji6 xf] r's] 
y] . jx t]h–t]h rng] sf k|of; s/ /xf yf k/+t' zL3| xL jx ckg] 
efO{ ;] lk5� uof . a�f efO{, hf] ls eujfg sf wfdL yf, p;g] ckg] 
efO{ sL cf]/ b]vf cf}/ p;] ;demt] b]/ gf nuL ls p;s] efO{ sf] 
x}hf g] u|; lnof x} Pj+ lh;;] p;sL d[To' eL xf] ;stL x} . 

aLdf/ 5f]6] efO{ g] sxf, …e}of ∕ OtgL hNbL–hNbL dt rnf], 
d}+ ceL eL rn kfg] d]+ ;dy{ x"F cf}/ olb t'd d]/] lnP u/d kfgL nf 
;sf] tf] d}+ hNbL 3/ eL kx'Fr hfpmFuf . 
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a�] efO{ g] sxf, …t'Dxf/L d[To' ax't ghbLs x} . d}+ gxL+ rfxtf 
ls o] aLdf/L d'em] eL ks� n] . cflv/ ls;L sf] tf] efu s] ufFj 
hfs/ o] ;"rgf b]gL xf]uL Pj+ ;asf] r]tfgf xf]ufÚ cf}/ P];f sxt] x'P 
ckg] aLdf/ efO{ sf] ;�s lsgf/] o"F xL k�f 5f]�s/ jx zL3|tfk"j{s 
jxfF ;] rnf uof . 

aLdf/ efO{ g] ;f]rf, …d]/f efO{ d'em] oxfF d/0ff;Gg cj:yf d]+ 5f]� 
s/ rnf uof k/+t' olb jx x}hf ;] ars/ lglZrt ;do k/ kx'Fr 
hfPuf tf] sO{ nf]uf]+ sL hfg ar hfPuL . ctM kl/l:ylt sf] ;f]r] 
;dem] lagf ls;L eL cR5]–a'/] lg0f{o k/ kx'Frgf ceL 7Ls gxL+ xf]uf .Ú

rf}bf+; kx'Frg] s] afb p; wfdL g] ckg] efO{ s] ;fy x'O{ 36gf 
sf ;as] ;fdg] Hof]+ sf Tof]+ pNn]v s/ lbof . o] ;'gt] xL ufFj jfn] 
km'tL{ s] ;fy x}hf ;] arg] s] pkfof]+ d]+ nu uP h};] ls ckg] kLg] 
s] kfgL sf] pafngf cf}/ x}hf u|l;t ls;L eL ufFj s] JolQm sf] ckg] 
ufFj cfg] ;] /f]sgf . kmn:j¿k sf]O{ eL aLdf/ gxL+ k�f cf}/ ls;L 
sL eL d[To' gxL+ x'O{ . 

k/+t' rf}bf+; ufFj s] nf]uf]+ sf] ceL eL ox cfzf yL ls wfdL sf 
jx aLdf/ efO{ nf}6 s] jfk; cf hfPuf . sO{ xt] kZrft eL ha 
jx gxL+ nf}6f tf] pg nf]uf]+ g] ;f]rf ls jx hLljt gxL+ x} cf}/ p;sL 
cfTdf sf] zf+lt ldn] O;s] lnP p;sf c+ltd ;+:sf/ s/ b]gf rflxP . 
ctM cTo+t b'Mv s] ;fy j] p;s] c+ltd ;+:sf/ s] lnP t}of/L s/g] 
nu] tfls P];f s/s] j] p;s] hLljt xf]g] sL ;f/L cfzfcf]+ ;] d'lQm 
kfs/ ckgf hLjg zf+ltk"j{s hL ;s]+ . 

k/+t' O;;] kxn] ls ufFj jfn] c+ltd ;+:sf/ sL ljlw k|f/De s/ 
kft], Zof+u;] b]jtf wfdL s] z/L/ d]+ k|lji6 xf] uP cf}/ pGxf]+g] ufFj 
jfnf]+ sf] atfof ls jx cfbdL ceL eL 6gsk'/ d]+ xL x} cf}/ hLljt 
x} . p;sL cfTdf ceL d'Qm gxL+ x'O{ x} . 

6gsk'/ ;] rf}bf+; s] aLr s] /f:t] d]+ hxfF p;sf efO{ p;] lagf 
ls;L s] ;xf/] 5f]� s/ cfof yf, jxfF jx d/0ff;Gg cj:yf d]+ k�f 
yf . ha jx hLjg cf}/ d[To' s] aLr d]+ em"n /xf yf ta Ps e6stf 
x'cf of]uL jxfF cfof Pj+ p; d/0ff;Gg JolQm s] kf; uof . p;s] 
xfy d]+ bf] lrd6] y] hf] ls ;fw'–;Gofl;of]+ s] ehg sLt{g s/g] s] 
lnP Ps ;xfos ;f+lults pks/0f xf]tf x} Pj+ lh;;] pGx]+ cnfj 
sf] ;d]6g] d]+ ;xfotf ldntL x} . pg bf] lrd6f]+ d]+ ;] Ps :j0f{ sf 
yf cf}/ b";/f nf]x] sf . 

jx of]uL p; aLdf/ cfbdL s] kf; b'as s/ a}7 uof cf}/ 
Ps – Ps af/ p;] ckg] :j0f{ jfn] lrd6] ;] cf}/ nf]x] jfn] lrd6] 
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;] 5'cf . p;g] p; aLdf/ JolQm ;] k"5f, …t'd Ogd]+ ;] sf}g;f lrd6f 
n]gf k;+b s/f]u]<Ú

aLdf/ JolQm g] ;f]rf, …d}+ x}hf ;] u|l;t x"F . olb d}+ ;f]g] sf 
lrd6f n"Fuf tf] ;+ej x} d}+ :j0f{ sf nfnr /vg] jfn] 8fs'cf]+ åf/f 
n"6f hfpmF . olb d}+ hLljt ar hftf x"F cf}/ rf}bf+; jfk; nf}6 hftf 
x"F tf] xf] ;stf x} sf]O{ d'em k/ cfqmd0f s/ n] cf}/ d}+ df/f hfpmF .
ÚctM p;g] of]uL ;] sxf, …d}+ nf]x] jfnf lrd6f n"Fuf .Ú 

aLdf/ JolQm sf] jx nf]x] sf lrd6f b]s/ kmf}/g xL jx of]uL 
jxfF ;] ufoa xf] uof . …Sof d}+ sf]O{ :jKg b]v /xf x"F<ÚaLdf/ JolQm 
g] ;f]rf k/+t' nf]x] s] lrd6] sf] ckg] aun d]+ b]v p;] e/f];f xf] 
uof ls jx ;kgf gxL+ b]v /xf yf . aLdf/ xf]g] s] sf/0f p;] gL+b 
s] emf]+s] cf /x] y] lh; sf/0f jx jf:tljstf cf}/ :jKg d]+ e]b gxL+ 
s/ kf /xf yf . 

teL p;] Ps aRr] sL cfjfh ;'gfO{ bL . p; aRr] g] k"5f, …
Sof t'd 7Ls xf]<Ú

jx kxf�f]+ d]+ /xg] jfnL Ps 5f]6L aRrL yL lh;g] ltAatL sk�] 
kxg] x'P y] . aLdf/ JolQm g] p;] pQ/ b]g] sf k|of; lsof k/+t' x}hf 
s] sf/0f jx cTolws sdhf]/ xf] uof yf cf}/ s'5 eL af]n kfg] d]+ 
c;dy{ yf . ox b]v jx aRrL t]hL ;] bf}�tL x'O{ uoL cf}/ ckg] 
dfF–afk sf] a'nfs/ nfoL hf] p; aLdf/ sf] p7f s] ckg] t+a" d]+ n] 
uP Pj+ p;s] :j:y xf]g] ts p;sL ;]jf sL . 

ha wfdL sf jx 5f]6f efO{ Otgf :j:y xf] uof ls ckg] ufFj 
rf}bf+; jfk; hf ;s], ta dfF k"0ff{lu/L g] p;] ckgf wfdL lgo'Qm 
lsof tfls jx rf}bf+; sL ofqf s/ ;s] . ;fw' s] j]z d]+ cfgf cf}/ 
p; aLdf/ s] cfu] :j0f{ j nf]x] s] lrd6f]+ sf k|:tfj /vgf Sof ox 
dfF k"0ff{lu/L sL xL Ps of]hgf yL tfls j] p; aLdf/ JolQm sf] k/v 
;s]+ of lkm/ jf] od y] hf] p;] hLjg cf}/ d[To' d]+ ;] ls;L Ps sf] 
r'gg] s] lnP cj;/ b] /x] y] of lkm/ dfF k"0ff{lu/L g] xL p;sf] ckgf 
wfdL r'gg] s] lnP pg ltAatL nf]u j pgs] t+a" s] dfWod ;] ox 
e|dhfn /rf yf< xf] ;stf x} p; aRrL s] ¿k d]+ dfF k"0ff{lu/L :jo+ 
xL k|s6 x'O{ yL+ . 

dfF k"0ff{lu/L cf}/ pgsf wfdL rf}bf+; ufFj kx'Fr tf] uP k/+t' wfdL 
s] a�] efO{ s] z/L/ d]+ k|lji6 Zof+u;] b]j hf] ls jxfF s] k|d'v Pj+ 
;j{k|wfg b]j y], pgsf] ckg] ufFj d]+ goL b]jL sf cfudg cR5f gxL+ 
nuf cf}/ pGxf]�g] dfF k"0ff{lu/L sf] jxfF ;] rn] hfg] sf] sxf . 
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k"0ff{lu/L g] ckg] wfdL s] dfWod ;] Zof+u;] b]j s] wfdL sf] sxf, 
…d}+ Ps b]jL x"F cf}/ d'em] sf]O{ 8/f wdsf gxL+ ;stf .Ú

pg bf]gf]+ b]jL b]jtf g] O; dfg'lifs ;+;f/ d]+ ckgL >]i7tf 
;flat s/g] s] lnP o'4 s/g] sf lg0f{o lsof . ufFj s] nf]uf]+ s] 
;fdg] rdTsf/f]+ sf k|bz{g s/t] x'P Ps wfdL b";/] wfdL k/ k|xf/ 
s/g] nuf . 

dfF k"0ff{lu/L g] Ps a�] 3/f6 s] kTy/ sf] p7fs/ p;;] ckg] 
5ftL k/ hf]/ ;] rf]6 sL cf}/ jx kTy/ 6's�]–6's�] xf] uof . Zof+u;] 
b]j g] ckgL zlQm lbvfg] s] lnP ls;L a�] kTy/ sf] gxL+ p7fof 
clkt' ckgL d'ÝL d]+ rfjn s] bfgf]+ sf] e/s/ p;] O; t/x ;] km]+sf 
hf] ls;L cfd dg'io s] a; aft gxL+ x} s]jn Ps b]jtf xL P];f 
rdTsf/ s/ kfg] d]+ ;dy{ xf]tf x} . bf]gf]+ b]jf]+ g] Ps b";/] ;] clws 
zlQmzfnL xf]g] s] k|df0f s] lnP cfk;L ;+u|fd hf/L /vf cf}/ c+ttM 
Zof+u;] b]j g] k"0ff{lu/L s] cfu] ckgL xf/ :jLsf/ s/ nL . ;dtn 
k|b]z sL b]jL g] kxf�f]+ s] b]jtf sf] k/flht s/ lbof yf ctM dfF 
k"0ff{lu/L sf d+lb/ agfof uof k/+t' Zof+u;] b]j s] dg d]+ ceL eL b]jL 
s] lnP å]if efj xL yf . 

pGxL lbgf]+ kxf�f]+ d]+ crfgs t]hL ;] x}hf km}ng] nuf yf . p;g] 
;Dk"0f{ ufFj sf] ckgL rk]6 d]+ n] lnof cf}/ k"/f ufFj ljgi6 xf] uof . 
3a/f s/ ufFj s] nf]u ckg]–ckg] k}t[s e"ld sL cf]/ k|:yfg s/g] 
nu] y] k/+t' dfF k"0ff{lu/L sf wfdL :jo+ x}hf ;] ;'/lIft hLljt ar uof 
yf ctM nf]uf]+ g] p; k/ cf; nuf /vL yL ls jx O; si6bfos 
kl/l:ylt sf s'5 xn lgsfn]uf . 

j] p;s] cfu] k'sf/ s/g] nu], …x] d[To' k/ ljho k|fKt s/g] 
jfn] dfF k"0ff{lu/L s] wfdL ∕ xdf/L /Iff s/f] ∕Ú gjo'js wfdL g] ckgL 
b]jL ;] ufFj jfnf]+ sL /Iff sL u'xf/ nufO{ cf}/ dfF k"0ff{lu/L g] p;s] 
dl:tis d]+ k|s6 xf]t] x'P sxf, …lr+tf dt s/f] cf}/ d]/] lgb]{z sf kfng 
s/f] . Ps Hjfnf k|Hjlnt s/f] cf}/ p;d]+ hf}, ltn j 3L clk{t s/f] .Ú

ufFj jfnf]+ g] dfF k"0ff{lu/L s] atfP cg';f/ j};f xL lsof cf}/ 
cg'i7fg sf w'cfF k"/] kf+u" ufFj d]+ km}n uof cf}/ nf]u x}hf s] k|efj ;] 
;'/lIft ar uP . dfF k"0ff{lu/L sf rf/f]+ cf]/ u'0fufg xf]g] nuf . b]jL 
sL ;a zlQmcf]+ sf] b]vs/ Zof+u;] b]j g] pGx]+ ckgL axg agf lnof . 
ta ;] n]s/ rf}bf+; d]+ dfF k"0ff{lu/L sL k"hf sL hftL x} cf}/ Ps xL 
k|b]z d]+ kxf�f]+ s] b]j Pj+ d}bfgL If]q sL b]jL Ps ;fy a;t] x}+ . 
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Battle of Brothers

In the village of Pangu in Uttarakhand of India is 
the temple of Shyangse. Nearby in Chaudans is a temple 
of the mother goddess Purnagiri whose original home is 
in Tanakpur, in the hot plains to the south. Shyangse is an 
ancestor-god of the Rung people of the Byans Valley. But 
Purnagiri is a famous Hindu goddess. How did Purnagiri 
travel from the hot, humid plains to a mountain village?

Long ago, a dhami (shaman) who worshipped and 
represented the god Shyangse traveled with his younger brother 
to Tanakpur. Just as they arrived in Tanakpur, which now lies 
on the border between India and Nepal, a wave of cholera swept 
over the region. This was an age when cholera and smallpox 
regularly attacked the Himalayan foothills, killing hundreds of 
thousands of people, destroying families and entire villages. 

‘If we stay in Tanakpur, we are sure to die,’ the brothers 
decided and hurried back towards Chaudans as quickly as 
they could. They were also worried about bringing back 
cholera to their village and making their friends and 
families sick.

But the invisible germs had already caught the younger 
brother. He tried to walk as fast as he could, but soon he 
started falling behind his brother. The elder brother, who 
was the shaman to a powerful god, looked at his brother and 
realized that cholera would kill him. 



42

Folk Gods



43

Battle of Brothers

‘Brother! Don’t walk away so quickly,’ the sick man 
called out. ‘I can still walk, and if you boil some water for 
me, I can reach home.’

‘You have been marked for death. I cannot risk catching 
the disease. Somebody has to run to our village and warn 
everybody,’ the older brother said and hurried away. He left 
his sick brother lying by the roadside. 

‘It is difficult to say if an action is good or bad without 
understanding everything,’ the sick man thought. ‘My 
brother left me here to die, but if he can reach the village 
without catching cholera, he will save many lives.’ 

After reaching Chaudhans, the shaman told everyone 
what had happened to his brother. Villagers made haste and 
prepared themselves by boiling their drinking water and not 
letting any outsider enter the village. Nobody became sick, 
nobody died. 

But the heart is always full of hope. The people of 
Chaudans waited for the sick man to return. When he 
didn’t return even after many weeks, with great sadness they 
prepared to perform the man’s funeral. They thought he had 
died, and he needed a funeral to pass into heaven. Those 
who were alive also needed the funeral to lay their hopes to 
rest and carry on with their lives. 

Just before the funeral rites could be carried out, the 
god Shyangse entered the shaman in a trance and told him 
that his brother was still alive in Tanakpur. He hadn’t passed 
into the realm of the spirits. 

On the road between Tanakpur and Chaudans, where 
his brother had abandoned him, and without anybody to 
help him, the younger brother had been close to death. As he 
suffered between life and death, a wandering yogi carrying 
two chimta tongs walked towards him. These tongs were 
carried by ascetics to use as a musical accompaniment for 
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devotional songs, and to help them tend fires. Of the two 
pairs of tongs, one was of gold, and the other of iron. 

The yogi crouched by the sick man and touched him, 
one by one, with the gold tong and the iron tong. He asked, 
‘Which of these tongs will you take?’

The sick man thought, ‘I am weak from cholera. If I 
carry gold, I may be robbed by bandits who covet gold. If I 
live and return to Chaudans, I may be attacked and killed.’ 
He said to the yogi, ‘I will take the iron tong.’ 

The yogi disappeared immediately after giving the 
sick man the iron tong. ‘Am I waking from a dream?’ the 
sick man asked himself. But he saw the iron tong by his 
side and knew it had not been a dream. He drifted in and 
out of sleep, unable to separate what was dream and what 
was real. 

‘Are you alright?’ he heard a young child ask. 
She was a young girl in Tibetan dress, a child of the 

mountains. He tried to answer, but he was weak with disease 
and could barely speak. The child ran off, and within 
moments brought her parents, who carried him away to their 
tent and nursed him back to health. 

When the younger brother became strong enough to 
return to Chaudans, the goddess Purnagiri chose him as her 
shaman and traveled to Chaudans. Had Purnagiri tested him 
disguised as a yogi, offering him iron and gold tongs? Or, 
was it Yama, asking him to choose between life and death? 
Or maybe Purnagiri had woven the illusion of the tent and 
the Tibetans to help her chosen shaman. Maybe the girl was 
the mother goddess herself. 

The new shaman and his goddess Purnagiri reached 
Chaudans. But Shyangse, who was the main god there and 
worked through the older brother, didn’t like the arrival of a 
new goddess in the village. He told Purnagiri to leave.
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‘I am a goddess, and I will not be bullied,’ Purnagiri 
said to Shyangse. Or rather, she spoke through her shaman 
to Shyangse’s shaman.

The gods chose to determine superiority through 
combat in the human world. Each shaman attacked the 
other shaman, and they performed many miracles before a 
crowd of amazed villagers.

Purnagiri picked up a millstone and thumped it on her 
chest. The millstone shattered. Shyangse didn’t pick up large 
rocks to show his strength. Instead, he grabbed a handful of 
rice grains and threw them with the great force that only a 
god can create. The battle continued. Each deity displayed 
more strength than the other until Shyangse finally accepted 
defeat before Purnagiri. The goddess from the plains had 
defeated the god of the mountains. A temple was built for 
Purnagiri, but Shyangse still disliked her.

Another wave of cholera reached the mountains and 
spread rapidly. Entire villages died. People panicked and 
fled their ancestral lands. But the shaman of Purnagiri had 
survived cholera before, so people put their hopes in him.

‘You defied death once, O shaman of Purnagiri! Save 
our lives!’

The young shaman prayed to his goddess, and Purnagiri 
appeared in his mind. ‘Don’t worry, and do as I command. 
Light a large fire, and offer it barley, ghee and sesame seeds.’

The smoke from the ritual covered the village of Pangu 
and protected everyone while cholera killed people in other 
villages. Purnagiri’s glory increased. When Shyangse saw 
Purnagiri’s powers, he accepted her as a sister. Ever since, 
Purnagiri has been worshipped in Chaudans, and a mountain 
god and a goddess from the plains have peacefully coexisted.
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xhf/f]+ jiff]{+ kxn] ltAat d]+ kj{t s] rf/f]+ cf]/, lh;] s'5 ltAatL 
nf]u sf+u lt;] cf}/ b";/] nf]u s}nf; of sf+u l/+kf]r] s] gfd ;] hfgt] 
y], Ps k|frLg wd{ t]hL ;] km}n /xf yf lh;sf p2]Zo cR5] sdf]{+ j 
s?0ff sf lj:tf/ s/gf Pj+ nf]uf]+ s] dl:tis ;] cle1fgtf sf] k"0f{ 
¿k ;] ld6f b]gf yf . k|frLg ;dod]+ dxfg emfFu em'Fu g] ckg] /fHo d]+ 
l;Ns–¿6 s] lj:t[t dfu{ s] pmk/ /fHo lsof Pj+ p; /fHo d]+ O; 
wd{ sf] …af]gÚ s] gfd ;] hfgf uof . 

emfFu em'Fu s] ;fd|fHo d]+ tf]+kf z]g/a gfds Ps cTo+t s?0fdoL 
/fhs'df/ sf hGd x'cf . p;s] hGd s] ;do ;] xL ox lgwf{l/t yf 
ls jx af]gkf] sf clwgfos ag]uf cf}/ p;g] ckg] cfudg s] ;fy xL 
nf]uf]+ s] si6f]+ sf] b"/ s/ lbof yf . p;] ox 1ft yf ls nf]u cR5L 
Pj+ b'i6 cfTdfcf]+ s] ;dIf hfgj/f]+ sL aln b]t] x}+ cf}/ d/g] ;] kxn] 
sL kz'cf]+ sL ldldofg] sL Wjlg s] sf/0f p;sf Åbo cTo+t b'v ;] 
e/ hftf yf ctM p;g] nf]uf]+ sf] ckgL s?0ff j ;Dj]bgzLntf k|bfg 
s/g] sf lgZro lsof= 

p;g] sxf, …ls;L hLljt e]� sL aln b]g] sL ahfo Ps cf6] 
sL agL x'O{ e]� sf] clk{t sL hfo], kz'cf]+ sf /Qm clk{t s/g] sL 
ahfo b"w clk{t lsof hfP, Ú nf]uf]+ sf] O; aft s] lnP t}of/ s/g] 
s] lnP p;] cTolws w}o{ j ;do nuf k/+t' yf]�] ;do kZrft nf]uf]+ 
sf] ;Dj]bgf j s?0ff sf dxTj ;dem cfof cf}/ j] p; /fhs'df/ 
s] lg0f{o sf kfng s/g] s] lnP /fhL xf] uo] . O; k|sf/ lx+;f j 
cgle1tf s] c+wsf/ ;] e/L x'O{ e"ld d]+ /fhs'df/ tf]+kf z]g/a Ps 
k|sfz :tDe ag uo] . 

k/+t' jxfF k/ c+wsf/ ¿kL gsf/fTdstf sL pkf;gf s/g] jfn] 
nf]u eL pkl:yt y] . b]jtfcf]+, /fIf;f]+ Pj+ /fhfcf]+ sf] nf]uf]+ sL k|z+;f 
sL cfjZostf xf]tL x} cf}/ j] nf]uf]+ s] eLt/ eo km}nfs/ /vt] x}+ 
gxL+ tf] pgsL zlQm IfL0f xf] hfPuL . hf] b]jtf s?0ff j pbf/tf sf 
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k|;f/ s/t] x}+ cf}/ olb nf]u pgs] pkb]zf]+ k/ ljZjf; s/t] x}+ tf] 
j] b]jtf zlQmzfnL xf] hft] x}+ cf}/ O;L k|sf/ hf] b'i6 cfTdfPF 8/ j 
cfqmfdstf sf k|;f/ s/tL x}+ cf}/ nf]u pg;] eoeLt /xt] x}+ tf] j] 
zlQmofF anzfnL xf] hftL x}+ . 

s}nf; kj{t ;] ax't b"/ sf]+u gfds :yfg k/ tf]+kf z]g/a ;] 
Psbd ljk/Lt Ps b'i6 /fhf yf lh;sf gfd 5fkaf nlqm+u yf . p;g] 
ckg] If]q d]+ /xg] jfn] nf]uf]+ s] hLjg sf] lgo+lqt s/s] pg k/ zf;g 
lsof x'cf yf . hf] nf]u p;sL k"hf gxL+ s/t] y] jx pGx]+ si6 j 
kL�f b]tf yf cf}/ hf] nf]u p;s] cfu] ckg] kz'cf]+ sL aln b]t] y] Pj+ 
:j0f{ j /Tg clk{t s/t] y], pGx]+ k'/:s[t s/tf yf . s]jn jxL /fIf; 
pg nf]uf]+ sf] cgfh, cf}iflw Pj+ sk�] k|bfg s/ ;stf yf ctM ls;L 
eL JolQm s] kf; Otgf clwsf/ gxL+ yf ls j] O; aft sf lg0f{o n] 
;s]+ ls j] p; /fIf; sf cg'udg s/gf rfxt] eL x}+ of gxL+ . 

ha 5fkaf nflqm+u g] ox hfgf ls tf]+kf z]g/a ;RrfO{, pbf/tf 
Pj+ ;f}Dotf s] dfu{ k/ rnt] x'P p;sf k|rf/ k|;f/ s/ /xf x} tf] 
p;] ax't a'/f nuf So"Fls olb nf]u s?0ff Pj+ pbf/tf sf] ;demt] x}+ 
cf}/ ;f}Dotf k"j{s Ps b";/] sf cfb/ s/t] x}+ p;sL jhx ;] ;dfh 
d]+ 8/ j eo 36tf hftf x} k/+t' Ps /fIf; /fhf s] lnP p;sL ;a;] 
a�L zlQm xL nf]uf]+ d]+ JofKt 8/ j eo xf]tf x} . O;lnP 5fkaf nflqm+u 
sf] nuf ls sxL+ jx ckgf an gf vf] a}7] ctM jx tf]+kf z]g/a k/ 
cfqmd0f s/g] s] p2]Zo ;] s}nf; kj{t cfof . 

tf]+kf z]g/a s] lbvfP x'P s?0ffdoL k|sfz s] dfu{ rng] ;] 
/f]sg] s] lnP 5fkaf nflqm+u g] nf]uf]+ d]+ cljZjf;, nfnr, hng, 
qmf]w, em"7, x7, cx+sf/ Pj+ cfn:o sf] km}nfof k/+t' ca ts nf]u 
tf]+kf z]g/a sL lzIff sf] ;dem r's] y] ctM 5fkaf nflqm+u sL Ps 
eL rfn jxfF gf rn ;sL . 

tf]+kf z]g/a sf ljgfz s/g] s] lnP p;g] /fIf;f]+ sL ;]gf t}of/ 
sL cf}/ pgsf k|e'Tj lsof . j] /fIf; ;bf xL an j zlQm s] gz] d]+ 
w'Q /xt] y] . ha pg /fIf;f]+ g] tf]+kf z]g/a k/ cfqmd0f lsof tf] p;g] 
ckgL s?0ff bzf{t] x'P pGx]+ ckg] 1fg ;] k|efljt lsof . hf] /fIf; 
ca ts cx+sf/ cf]/ cgle1tf d]+ hLt] y], ckgL xf/ dfgt] x'P pGxf]+g] 
ckg] xlyof/ e"ld k/ /v lbP cf}/ u�l/P cf}/ zf+ltk"j{s Jofkf/ 
s/g] jfn] nf]uf]+ d]+ abn uP Pj+ tf]+kf z]g/a s] lbvfP x'P s?0ffdoL 
k|sfz s] dfu{ k/ p;s] ;fy rng] s] lnP p;s] ;xefuL ag uP . 

k/+t' p; /fIf; /fhf sf qmf]w ceL eL ;dfKt gxL+ x'cf yf Pj+ 
lh; k|sf/ ls;L ;�L x'O{ d5nL s] Ob{–lub{ dlSvofF leglegftL /xtL 
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x}+ p;L k|sf/ b'i6 ljrf/f]+ g] p;] rf/f]+ t/km ;] 3]/f x'cf yf . ha 
tf]+kf z]g/a nf]uf]+ d]+ clws ;] clws s?0ff j 1fg sf k|;f/ s/g] 
s] p2]Zo ;] 5f k|b]z d]+ cfof tf] 5fkaf nflqm+u Ps ys] x'P ofqL s] 
¿k d]+ tf]+kf z]g/a s] t+a" d]+ 3';f cf}/ ls;L dlxnf åf/f Ps s6f]/f 
kfgL kLg] s] lnP cfu|x s/g] nuf . 

jx Ps dlxnf sL ;'+b/tf Pj+ b";/L sL a'gfO{ sL snf sL 
tf/Lkm s/g] nuf cf}/ Ps kTgL s] sfg d]+ s'5 km';km';fg] nuf tfls 
b";/L kTgL sf] hng xf]g] nu] . O;L k|sf/ Ps dftf–k'qL d]+ lj/f]w 
pTkGg s/g] s] lnP dftf s] Åbo d]+ ;+b]x pTkGg lsof Pj+ k'qL s] 
lbdfu sf] qmf]w ;] e/ lbof . rfnfsL e/] zAbf]+ s] ag] hfb'O{ wfu] d]+ 
p;g] dlxnfcf]+ sf] kmfF;f cf}/ rfnfsL ;] pGx]+ ckg] ;fy n] uof . 

h};] xL tf]+kf z]g/a ckg] t+a" d]+ jfk; nf}6f tf] jxfF ;a s'5 vfnL 
yf . gf xL sf]O{ clUg k|Hjlnt yL, gf xL k"j{hf]+ sf] ck{0f s/g] s] lnP 
ls;L k|sf/ sL cu/aQL hnL x'O{ yL . teL crfgs p;sL cg'dlt s] 
lagf Ps xjf sf emf]+sf p;] 5" s/ rnf uof . tf]+kf z]g/a sf] ;demt] 
b]/ gf nuL cf}/ jx 5fkaf nflqm+u s] /fHo sL cf]/ p� rnf . p;s] 
Gofok"j{s zAb Pj+ s?0ffdoL k|sfz g] pg b'i6 ljrf/f]+ Pj+ a'/] sdf]{+ sf] 
b"/ s/ lbof cf}/ p; /fIf; /fhf s] r+u'n d]+ kmF;L dlxnfcf]+ sf] 5'�f 
lnof . ha j] ;a jfk; nf}6 /x] y] tf] tf]+kf z]g/a j j] dlxnfPF /f:t] 
e/ o] k|fy{gf s/t] hf /x] y] ls 5fkaf nflqm+u ckgL b'i6tf sf] 5f]� b] . 

cgle1tf ;bf xL x7LnL xf]tL x} . 5fkaf nflqm+u O; k|sf/ sf 
dg'io yf hf] ckgL cfFvf]+ sL ckgL xL xy]lnof]+ ;] a+b s/s] kj{t s] 
rf/f]+ cf]/ bf}� nufgf rfxtf yf . o'4 j n�fO{ p;] ;'v k|bfg s/tL 
yL lh;;] p;] zlQm ldntL yL cf}/ p;L zlQm s] an k/ jx hLtf 
yf ctM jx tf]+kf z]g/a s] If]q s] 3f]+�f]+ s] c:tan d]+ 3'; cfof cf}/ 
;ft ;'+b/ 3f]�f]+ sf] r'/fs/ uf]+ua' gfds :yfg sL cf]/ p� uof . 

ca ts tf]+kf z]g/a sf] ox 1ft xf] r'sf yf ls ha ts jx 5fkaf 
nflqm+u sf] s?0ff Pj+ pbf/tf sf kf7 gxL+ k9fPuf ta ts ox n�fO{ 
;dfKt gxL+ xf] ;stL ctM p;g] 5fkaf nflqm+u s] 5'kg] jfn] :yfg sL 
cf]/ k|:yfg lsof . 5fkaf nflqm+u sf] uf]+ua' sL cf]/ cft] x'P /fhs'df/ 
sf k|sfzdoL cfudg lbvfoL k�f . teL p;g] pg 3f]�f]+ sf] ljzfn k]�f]+ 
d]+ abn 8fnf cf}/ :jo+ pg ljzfn k]�f]+ s] h+unf]+ d]+ 5'k uof . 

k/+t' tf]+kf z]g/a sL 1fg pGdQ cfFvf]+ g] pg ;ft k]�f]+ sf] 
kxrfg lnof hf] sL 3f]�f]+ ;] abn lbP uP y] . h};] xL 5fkaf nflqm+u 
s] em"7 sf kbf{kmfz x'cf ;eL nf]uf]+ g] Ps–b";/] ;] xfy ldnfof cf}/ 
o] ;f]r ;f]r s] cfZro{ rlst xf] /x] y] ls s};] pg k]�f]+ sL zSn d]+ 
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pGx]+ 3f]�] lbvL b] /x] y] . k]�f]+ sL h�]+ 3f]�f]+ s] v'/ d]+ abn uoL yL 
sfO{ nuL x'O{ zfv]+ 3f]�f]+ s] rdsbf/ rd�] d]+ abn uoL yL+ cf}/ xjf 
d]+ em"ntL x'O{ 6xlgof]+ sL ahfo j] 3f]�] km'kmsf/g] cf}/ lxglxgfg] nu] . 

xd]zf sL t/x c+t d]+ 5fkaf nflqm+u sL k/fho x'O{ . jx /f]if s] 
sf/0f u'/f{g] nuf lh;sL jhx ;] k"/f cfsfz snf k� uof yf Pj+ 
k"/L sL k"/L 3f6L O; k|sf/ k|tLt xf]g] nuL h};] dfgf] s'xf;] s] ;d+b/ 
d]+ d+yg xf] /xf xf] . bf]af/f 5fkaf nflqm+u g] rfnfsL ;] 3f]�f]+ sf] r'/f 
lnof cf}/ pGx]+ nfn /+u sL ljzfn r§fgf]+ s] eLt/ 5'kf lbof cf}/ p;s] 
pmk/ ux/f cFw]/f lav]/ lbof tfls ls;L sf] s'5 eL lbvfoL gf k�] . 

ta tf]+kf z]g/a g] WofgdUg xf]s/ :jo+ ;] k|Zg lsof, …cflv/ 
sa ts sf]O{ w}o{ ;+lrt /v ;stf x}<Ú O; k|Zg sf pQ/ Ps bd 
;fkm yf ls olb w}o{jfg xf]g] s] sf/0f ls;L JolQm sf] c1fgL j kfkL 
xf]g] sL cg'dlt ldn hftL x} tf] O; k|sf/ sf w}o{ ls; sfd sf x} 
ctM b'i6 /fIf; s] 8/ ;] eoeLt nf]uf]+ sf] eo ;] paf/g] s] lnP 
tf]+kf z]g/a g] ckgL s?0ffdoL zlQm ;] Ps ;km]b k|sfz km}nf lbof 
lh;;] k"/f c+wsf/ k"/L t/x ;] ufoa xf] uof . 

oBlk tf]+kf z]g/a s] rdsLn] k|sfz g] 5fkaf nflqm+u sf] c+wf 
s/ lbof yf k/+t' lkm/ eL p;g] :jo+ sf] Ps sfn] kj{t d]+ abn 
lbof cf}/ tf]+kf z]g/a sf] s'rn s/ p;] /Qm, xl•of]+ j afnf]+ s] nfn 
ld>0f d]+ abn 8fng] s] p2]Zo ;] p;s] pmk/ 5nfFu nuf bL . teL 
tf]+kf z]g/a g] Ps ljzfn kj{t sf ¿k wf/0f s/ lnof hf] ls z/L/ 
j dl:tis sf] cf/f]Uo s/ b]g] sL Ifdtf /vtf yf cf}/ p; kj{t sf] 
wL/] ;] 9s lnof hf] ls c;n d]+ 5fkaf nflqm+u yf . 

ha 5fkaf nflqm+u sf] tf]+kf z]g/a sL pbf/tf Pj+ s?0ff g] 
k"/L t/x ;] ckg] eLt/ 9s lnof ta 5fkaf nflqm+u g] afl/z sL 
ljzfn r§fgf]+ sf ¿k wf/0f s/ lnof lh;] tf]+kf z]g/a g] ckgL 
rdsLnL tnjf/ ;] l5t/–lat/ s/ lbof . O; k|sf/ Ps–Ps s/s] 
tf]+kf z]g/a sL s?0ff s] cfu] 5fkaf nflqm+u sL k/fho xf]tL /xL 
cf}/ c+ttM p;sf ;+xf/ xf] uof cf}/ jx Ps af]g/L lr+a' gfds kljq 
kj{t d]+ abn uof . 

ta ltAat s] nf]uf]+ g] b]vf ls s?0ff sL zlQm xflyof]+ sL 
zlQm ;] eL clws k|an xf]tL x} cf}/ ;lxi0f'tf j pbf/tf s] cfu] eo 
j cGofo Hofbf ;do ts gxL+ l6sf /x ;stf x} . ha;] 5fkaf 
nflqm+u cf}/ tf]+kf z]g/a s] aLr o'4 x'cf x} ta ;] ax't ;f/L b'i6 
tfstf]+ g] s?0ff sf] k/flht s/g] sf k|of; lsof x} k/+t' cfh eL 
ltAat d]+ sO{ af]gkf] d7 agfP uP x}+ lh;;] k"/] ;+;f/ d]+ s?0ff Pj+ 
pbf/tf JofKt x} . 
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Thousands of years ago in Tibet, an ancient religion 
thrived around the mountain known to some as Kang Tise 
and to others as Kailas or Kang Rinpoche. The religion 
practiced compassion and good deeds, and tried to erase 
ignorance from people’s minds. It was called Bön, and was 
the religion of the great Zhang Zhung empire which ruled 
over a vast stretch of the ancient Silk Road. 

A greatly compassionate prince named Tonpa Shenrab 
was born into the Zhang Zhung empire. He was destined 
to be a great leader of the Bönpo. He had arrived to lead 
humans away from suffering. He saw people sacrificing 
animals to the good and evil spirits of the land. The animals 
bleated with terror before dying, and that filled his heart 
with sadness. So he taught the people compassion.

‘Instead of offering the life of a sheep, offer a sheep 
made from dough. Instead of offering blood, offer milk,’ he 
said. It took time and patience for him to convince the people, 
but when people truly understood the value of compassion, 
they followed him. Tonpa Shenrab became a beacon of bright 
light in a land darkened by violence and ignorance.

But darkness also has its worshippers. Gods, demons 
and kings need the praise and fear of ordinary people, 
otherwise they grow weak. Gods spreading kindness 
grow powerful only if people believe in what they preach. 
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Similarly, demons spreading fear can grow stronger only if 
people fear them. 

 Chapba Lakring, the demon king of a place called 
Kong, far from Kailas, was the opposite of Tonpa Shenrab: 
he ruled over his people by controlling everything in their 
lives. He created trouble for people who didn’t worship him, 
and rewarded only those who sacrificed animals to him or 
offered gold and jewels. Nobody was free to choose if they 
wanted to follow him, because only he could give them 
grains, cloths and medicine. 

When Chapba Lakring heard that Tonpa Shenrab 
taught about truth, kindness and beauty, he was very 
upset. People who understand compassion and beauty treat 
each other with respect, because of which fear in society 
decreases. But fear was the strength of the demon king. 
Worried that he would lose power, he came to Kailas to 
attack Tonpa Shenrab. 

He spread mistrust, greed, jealousy, anger, lies, 
arrogance, disobedience, and laziness among the people 
to lead them away from the light of compassion shown by 
Tonpa Shenrab. But the people had already understood 
Tonpa Shenrab’s teachings, so his tricks failed. 

Chapba Lakring commanded his army of a million 
demons, who were always intoxicated with power, to 
destroy Tonpa Shenrab. When the demons attacked, Tonpa 
Shenrab showed them compassion and shared his wisdom 
with them. The demons, who were humans distorted by 
arrogance and ignorance, gave up their weapons and 
became peaceful shepherds and traders. They followed 
Tonpa Shenrab as he traveled even farther to spread the 
light of compassion.

But the demon king’s anger hadn’t disappeared. Evil 
thoughts buzzed around him like flies around rotting flesh. 
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One day, when Tonpa Shenrab was traveling around the Cha 
area to bring the light of compassion to even more people, 
Chapba Lakring entered his tent as a tired traveler and asked 
the women inside for water and porridge.

He praised one woman’s beauty and the fine weaving 
skills of another. He whispered into the ear of one wife to 
make her jealous of another wife. He put suspicion in the 
heart of the mother and anger in the mind of the daughter. 
In this manner, with magical ropes made of clever words, he 
captured the women and took them away with him. 

Tonpa Shenrab returned to find his tent empty. No fire 
had been lit, no incense had been offered to the ancestors, 
and the wind passed right through without permission. He 
flew to Chapba Lakring’s kingdom and with words of logic 
and the light of compassion took away the evil thoughts and 
deeds that had tied the women to the demon king. Before 
traveling back, Tonpa Shenrab and the women prayed that 
Chapba Lakring would abandon evil.

Ignorance is stubborn. Chapba Lakring was like a man 
who wants to race over a mountain while covering his eyes 
with his own hands. Quarreling gave him pleasure and made 
him feel alive and strong. So he ran ahead to Tonpa Shenrab’s 
pastures and stole seven beautiful horses and fled to a place 
called Gongbu.

Tonpa Shenrab understood that unless he showed 
Chapba Lakring the light of compassion, the fighting would 
never end. So he traveled to the place where Chapba Lakring 
hid. The demon king saw the prince of light approach 
Gongbu and transformed the horses into trees and hid them 
in a thick forest. 

But Tonpa Shenrab possessed eyes of wisdom, so he 
correctly recognized the seven trees that were his horses. 
Once the lie was caught, people shook their heads and 
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wondered why they had seen the horses as trees. The roots 
of the trees became hooves, the mossy trunks became the 
shiny coats of fine horses, and instead of nodding in the 
wind the horses snorted and neighed. 

Chapba Lakring was defeated again. He roared in fury 
and turned the sky black. The valley became a churning 
sea of fog. Chapba Lakring quickly stole the horses back 
from Tonpa Shenrab and hid them under a large red rock 
and spread thick darkness over everything. Nobody could 
see anything.

Tonpa Shenrab meditated and asked himself: ‘Until 
when should someone be patient?’ The answer was clear: 
if being patient allowed another person to continue being 
an ignorant sinner, patience is no longer good. Out of 
compassion for the people who lived in fear of the demon 
king, Tonpa Shenrab created a bright white light and the 
darkness disappeared completely.

Even though the brightness of Tonpa Shenrab’s light 
blinded him, Chapba Lakring transformed himself into 
a black mountain and leapt on Tonpa Shenrab with the 
intention to crush him into a red paste of blood, bones 
and hair. Tonpa Shenrab took the form of an even larger 
mountain with the ability to heal the body and the mind and 
softly covered the black mountain that was Chapba Lakring.

When the weight of compassion smothered him, 
Chapba Lakring turned himself into a rain of rocks, which 
Tonpa Shenrab scattered by dancing with a gleaming, bright 
sword. The demon king’s attacks were defeated one by one 
by Tonpa Shenrab’s great compassion. Finally, he collapsed 
and became Bonri Chinbu, the sacred mountain. 

The people of Tibet saw that compassion is more 
powerful than weapons, and that tolerance and kindness 
outlive fear and tyranny. Since this great battle between 
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Chapba Lakring and Tonpa Shenrab, many evil forces have 
tried to defeat compassion. But even today, new Bönpo 
monasteries are being built in Tibet, and kindness is alive all 
over the world.
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g]kfn s] h'dnf lhn] s] hfO{/f gfds ufFj d]+ ;/sL b]j k|s6 
x'P y] . jxfF Ps ufo x/ Ps zfd sf] rdsLn] kTy/ k/ ckgf 
9"w clk{t s/tL yL . ha p; ufo s] qmf]wL r/jfx] g] qmf]wjz p; 
rdsLn] kTy/ k/ xdnf lsof tf] jx kTy/ tLg 6's�f]+ d]+ ljeflht 
xf] uof Pj+ rdTsf/L 9+u ;] tLg huxf]+ k/ hf lu/f hxfF x/sL sL 
;dflw agfoL uoL . 

sO{ ;lbof]+ s] kZrft, kl/of/ hflt sL Ps dlxnf hfO{/f lgjf;L 
ckg] lktf s] 3/ ;] y]x] s] Ps ufFj x'dnf sL cf]/ nf}6 /xL yL hxfF 
p;s] klt sf 3/ yf . s/gfnL s] ;fy axg] jfnL ;xfos gbL s] 
pmk/ Ps pmFrL kxf�L k/ ;] p; lbzf d]+ v; gfd sf ufFj c+ltd ufFj 
yf, hxfF ;}s�f]+ 3/f]+ sf em'+8 yf, aRr] Ps–b";/] s] ;fy 3/f]+ sL 5tf]+ 
k/ v]n /x] y] . Ps d+lhn ;] b";/L d+lhn ts hfg] s] lnP j[If s] 
tg] sf] sf6 s/ p;;] 3/f]+ sL ;L�LofF agfoL uoL yL+ . p; ufFj s] 
;eL kl/jf/ jfnf]+ g] ls;L b";/] b]z d]+ hf a;g] sL ahfo ckg] 3/f]+ 
sf aF6jf/f s/s] pGx]+ 5f]6] ;] 5f]6] 3/f]+ d]+ ljeflht s/ lnof yf . 
cS;/ jxfF s] cfbdL sfd sL tnfz d]+ ckg] If]q sf] 5f]�s/ ef/t 
cf}/ ltAat k|b]z s] :jfoQ k|f+t Guf/L d]+ l:yt k'/f+u rn] hft] y] . 

p; kl/of/ hflt sL dlxnf g] y]x] d]+ tyfslyt pRr hft s] 
zlQmzfnL b]jtfcf]+ …j[4 /fdkfn Pj+ p;s] 5f]6] efO{of]+ sL ;dflwÚ sf] 
b]vf yf . Ps kl/of/ hflt sL xf]g] s] sf/0f p;s] sf]O{ ckg] b]jtf 
gxL+ y], cf}/ b";/] b]jtf cGo b]jtfcf]+ sL xL t/x gf xL p;s] lnP 
s[kfn' y] cf}/ gf xL p;sL k|fy{gf sf ;Ddfg s/t] y] . 

ckg] lktf s] 3/ ;] nf}6t] ;do p;g] pg;] lgj]bg lsof, …
lktfhL, d'em] Ps 9f]n b] bLlhP tfls d]/f k'q p;] ahfs/ d]/] ufFj 
s] b]jtf sf] a'nf ;s] .Ú

p;s] lktf g] sxf, …p; j[4 /fdkfn sL ;dflw s] k/ hf] 9f]n 
x}+ j] ax't a�] x}+ k/+t' d}+ t'Dx]+ x/sL sL ;dflw sf Ps 9f]n b"Fuf . 
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;fjwfg ∕ O;] cR5] ;] l5kf s/ /vgf . sf]O{ t'Dx]+ O;] y]x] n] hft] 
x'P gf b]v kfP ∕Ú

ctM jx hfO{/f ;] Tofdsf] gfds 9f]n sf] ckg] sk�f]+ s] 
eLt/ 5'kf s] cf}/ s+wf]+ k/ ;L+sf]+ ;] agL Ps 8lnof d]+ ckg] k'q sf] 
la7fs/ lgsn k�L . j] s/gfnL sL lbzf s] cfwf/ k/ y]x] sL cf]/ 
cfu] a�g] nu] . 

p; dlxnf s] ;eL ;xofqL Tofdsf] 9f]n s] ckg]cfk ahg] sL 
cfjfh ;'gs/ yf]�] k/]zfg xf] /x] y] . s'5 lbg ts o"F xL k}bn rng] 
s] kZrft j] ckg] sf}t'xn sf] /f]s gxL+ kfP cf}/ ha j] c+ttM y]x] 
kx'Fr] tf] j] ;a p; dlxnf s] 3/ s] cfu] Pslqt x'P cf}/ p;;] k"5g] 
nu] ls cflv/ O; 9f]n s] ckg] cfk ahg] sf Sof cy{ x}< Sof ox 
sf]O{ k"j{;"rgf of ;+s]t x}<

jx df3 s] dxLg] sL eo+s/ 7+8 d]+ a�t] x'P r+b|df sf rf}bxjfF 
lbg yf, ha ;eL ufFjjfn] p; dlxnf s] kf; j p;s] k'q Pj+ 
ckg]cfk xL ahg] jfn] Tofdsf] 9f]n s] kf; Pslqt x'P y] . p; 
dlxnf s] Ps jif{ s] a]6] sf gfd cfz] kl/of/ yf . x/sL b]j s] åf/f 
xL jx ;fn e/ sf afns pgsf wfdL r'gf uof yf . 

jx Ps jif{ dfq sf afns cjr]tg sL cj:yf d]+ rnf uof Pj+ 
p;g] ;eL nf]uf]+ ;] sxf, … d}+ hfO{/f sf x/sL b]j x"F ∕Ú

k/+t' y]x] s] cGo ;eL b]jtfcf]+ sf] ox k;+b gxL+ cfof . j] p; 
gP b]j s] cfudg ;] ck|;Gg y] . Og ;a;] Hofbf j] O; aft ;] ¿i6 
y] ls x/sL b]j pgs] ufFj Ps bhL{ hflt sL cf}/t s] dfWod ;] jxfF 
cfP cf}/ p;s] k'q sf] pGxf]+g] ckgf wfdL r'gf . 

/fdkfn b]j j p;s] 5f]6] efO{ a]tfn, dZtf] cf}/ agkfn x/sL 
b]j sf] ckg] ufFj ;] lgsfng] s] lnP p;sf kL5f s/g] nu] cf}/ 
ceb|tf s] ;fy p;;] af]n], …oxfF ;] rn] hfcf] . gf xL oxfF t'Dxf/L 
sf]O{ cfjZostf x} cf}/ gf xL oxfF sf]O{ t'Dx]+ k;+b s/tf x} . gLr 
hft s] nf]uf]+ s] ;fy /xg] sf lg0f{o n]s/ t'dg] xdf/f ckdfg lsof 
x} .Ú k/+t' x/sL g] cTo+t ljgd|tf s] ;fy pQ/ lbof, d}+ ckg] lg0f{o 
s] cg';f/ Og nf]uf]+ s] ;fy y]x] d]+ xL /x"Fuf .Ú

pg lbgf]+ d]+ y]x] sf]l�ofdn gfds /fIf;L s] eo ;] cft+lst 
yf hf] ls ufFj s] gLr] axg] jfnL s/gfnL gbL s] c+b/ ux/L u'kmf 
d]+ /xtL yL . p;g] gbL s] kf; s] ufFjf]+ ;] aRrf]+ sf] r'/fg] s] lnP 
ltAat sL t/x ;"b"/ pQ/ d}bfgL If]q ;] n]s/ blIf0f ef/t ts sf 
;km/ to lsof yf . ha eL jx ls;L aRr] sf] vf hftL yL ta gbL 
s] eLt/ ;] nfn /Qm sf eo+s/ axfj xf]tf yf . ufFjjfnf]+ g] ox ;a 



60

nf]s b]jtf

b]vf x'cf yf cf}/ j] O; aft ;] cTo+t eoeLt y] . s/gfnL gbL sL 
cfjfh cTo+t b|'tufdL j u/htL x'O{ xf]g] s] afjh"b eL gbL s] eLt/ 
;] aRrf]+ sL lrNnfx6 ;'gfO{ bL hf ;stL yL hf] ls s'5 ltAatL, s'5 
x'dnL j seL seL tf] pb{" efiff d]+ eL xf]tL yL+ . dftfPF ckg] aRrf]+ s] 
sfg a+b s/ b]tL yL+ j s/gfnL ;] lgsn] /QmdoL emfu sf] 9sg] sf 
k|oTg s/tL yL+ k/+t' xl•of]+ s] 6"6g] sL cfjfh cf}/ cl:yof]+ s] r";] 
hfg] sL Wjlg sO{ lbgf]+ 3f6L d]+ ts u"FhtL /xtL yL . 

y]x] s] nf]uf]+ g] ;f]rf ls pgs] b]jtf pGx]+ /fIf;L sf]l�ofdn s] 
cft+s ;] arfg] d]+ c;Ifd x}+ ctM a]tfn, dZtf], cf}/ agkfn g] Ps–Ps 
s/s] nf]ejz ufFjjfnf]+ s] åf/f k|bfg sL uoL aln :jLsf/ sL cf}/ 
sf]l�ofdn ;] o'4 s] lnP gbL d]+ 5nfFu nuf bL . n]lsg 5f]6L ;L 
n�fO{ s] kZrft xL j] ls;L t/x ckg] c:k|i6 c+uf]+ sf] arfs/ jfk; 
efu cfP . k|To]s b]jtf s] ;fy x'O{ ljho s] sf/0f jx /fIf;L cf}/ 
eL qmf]wL j anjfg xf] uoL . 

ckg] cfudg s] cun] xL lbg cfz] kl/of/ sL dfF w"k d]+ ckg] 
k'q s] b]x sL dflnz s/ /xL yL, teL sf]�Lofdn g] u'kmf ;] ckgL 
hLe afx/ lgsfnL cf}/ Ps cGo dftf hf] ;"o{ s] k|sfz d]+ ckg] k'q 
sL dflnz s/ /xL yL, p;;] p;sf k'q 5Lg s/ n] uoL . p; dftf 
sL rLv k'sf/ j qm+bg ;] y]x] s] ;eL nf]uf]+ sf lbn bxn uof . 
j] ;eL eok"j{s x•L 6"6g] j ;'�sg] sL cfjfh sL k|tLIff s/g] nu] 
k/+t' pGx]+ sf]O{ /Qm gxL+ lbvfoL k�f clkt' pGx]+ sf]l�ofdn s] 8sf/ 
n]g] sL cfjfh ;'gfO{ bL . 

p; dftf g] /f]t] x'P sxf, …/fdkfn ∕ t'd ;eL b]jf]+ d]+ ;a;] a�] 
j zlQmzfnL b]j xf] . ;eL b]jf]+ ;] kxn] t'Dxf/L k"hf xf]tL x} . cu/ 
t'd d]/] k'q sL /Iff gxL+ s/f]u] tf] sf}g s/]uf< d}+ t'Dx]+ ;a;] kljq j 
zL3| aln clk{t s/g] sf jfbf s/tL x"F .Ú

/fdkfn clgR5fk"j{s p; /fIf;L ;] n�g] s] lnP gbL d]+ s"b tf] 
k�f n]lsg zL3| xL rL� s] 5f]6] h+unf]+ d]+ 5'kg] s] lnP ckgL ;dflw 
sL cf]/ jfk; efu cfof . 

cfz] kl/of/ hf] ls x/sL b]j sf xL dg'io ¿k yf, ckgL 5t 
;] p�f cf}/ k"/] kl/of/ d'xNn] sL 5tf]+ s] pmk/ ;] Pj+ blIf0f lbzf d]+ 
l:yt ;/;f]+, ef+u cf}/ hf} s] v]tf]+ ;] xf]t] x'P s/gfnL gbL s] pmk/ 
rSs/ nufg] nuf . 

x/sL g] Psbd a'n+b Pj+ ;fkm cfjfh d]+ sxf, …sf]l�ofdn, of 
tf] aRr] sf] 5f]� b] of lkm/ ckgL d[To' s] lnP t}of/ xf] hf .Ú ;a 
nf]uf]+ sf] ox cR5] ;] ;'gfO{ lbof . agkfn, a]tfn cf}/ dZtf] b]j jx 
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o'4 b]vg] s] lnP ckgL–ckgL 5'kg] sL huxf]+ ;] afx/ lgsn cfP 
cf}/ dg xL dg ox sfdgf s/g] nu] ls sfz sf]l�ofdn O; gP 
¿k jfn] b]jtf sf] vf hfP, k/+t' sxL+ gf sxL+ j] o] eL rfx /x] y] 
ls x/sL p; /fIf;L sf] df/ b] So"Fls p;s] ;fy x'P o'4 d]+ j] ;eL 
k/flht x'P y] . 

sf]l�ofdn g] pQ/ d]+ hf] sxf jx Otgf eofjx yf ls p;] oxfF 
lnv kfgf c;Dej x} k/+t' jx Otgf eo+s/ yf ls x/sL sf] s/gfnL 
gbL d]+ 8'asL nugL k�L . jx o'4 ta ts rntf /xf ha ts ls 
z/b Ct' d]+ df3{ dxLg] sL k"l0f{df sf rfFb cf;dfg d]+ gf rdsg] 
nuf . sO{ 3+6f]+ sL n�fO{ s] kZrft gbL s] eLt/ sf]l�ofdn sL u'kmf 
sf kfgL /Qm s] /+u ;] nfn xf] uof . 

y]x] s] ;eL nf]u j ;f/] b]j ox b[Zo b]v /x] y] teL rdTsf/L 9+u 
;] jx afns sf]l�ofdn s] k]6 sf] rL/s/ p; 5f]6] aRr] sf] ;'/lIft 
lgsfn nfof cf}/ p;] ckg] ;fy lnP s/gfnL gbL s] pmk/ t}/g] nuf . 

x/sL sL zlQm sf] b]vs/ /fdkfn, a]tfn, agkfn cf}/ Pj+ dZtf] 
cfk; d]+ x/sL s] y]x] d]+ jf; s] af/] d]+ cfk;L k/fdz{ s/g] nu] . oBlk 
x/sL åf/f sf]l�ofdn s] jw lsP hfg] s] kZrft j] ;eL unt l;4 
x'P y] lkm/ eL j] p;s] k|lt kIfkftL xf] /x] y] So"Fls pGx]+ nutf yf ls 
j] x/sL ;] sxL+ Hofbf >]i7 x}+ . ctM df3{ dxLg] sL k"l0f{df sL k"/L /ft 
j] uxg ljrf/ ljdz{ s/t] /x] Pj+ cun] lbg j] x/sL s] kf; cfP . 

/fdkfn g] a�] clgR5fk"0f{ efj d]+ sxf, …t'd zlQmzfnL xf] x/sL 
ctM t'd oxfF /x ;st] xf] . Tof}xf/f]+ s] ;do d]+ nf]u d'em;] kxn] 
t'Dxf/L cf/fwgf s/]+u] .Ú ca ;] k"l0f{df ;] kxn] sL rf}bxjL+ sL /ft Pj+ 
k|d'v Tof}xf/ ;] Ps lbg kxn] sf lbg x/sL b]j sf xf]uf .Ú

cfz] kl/of/ hf] ls x/sL b]j sf wfdL yf, ca a�f xf] uof 
yf cf}/ p;g] a�] xf]s/ ufFj s] cf;kf; s] /fIf;f]+ cf}/ b'i6f]+ ;] v"a 
n�fO{ofF n�L+ . rf}/f;L jif{ sL cfo' ts p;g] ckg] hLjg sfn d]+ 
sO{ xhf/ rfFb b]v] . ha jx d[To' sf] k|fKt x'cf, x/sL b]j g] cfz] 
kl/of/ s] jz+hf]+ sf] xL ckgf wfdL r'gf . 

sf]O{ eL pRr s'n sf JolQm ls;L kl/of/ hflt s] JolQm s] ;fy 
b'Jo{jxf/ s/g] of lkm/ p;s] j]tg d]+ ls;L eL k|sf/ sL 5]�vfgL 
s/g] ;] kxn] o] ofb /vtf x} ls kl/of/f]+ sf b]jtf Otgf zlQmzfnL 
x} ls p;g] p; /fIf;L sf] df/ lu/fof yf lh;;] pgs] pRr s'n 
s] b]jtf k/flht xf] uP y] . hflt k/+k/f sL jhx ;] zfob y]x] d]+ 
kl/of/ s'n s] nf]uf]+ s] ;fy cGofo xf] ;stf x} k/+t' pgs] ;fy 
pgs] b]jtf x}+ lhGx]+ ls;L eL k|sf/ sL 8/ of wdsL :jLsfo{ gxL+ x} 
Pj+ hf] ;bf lga{nf]+ s] Gofo s] lnP n�t] x}+ . 
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The god Harki was found in the village of Jaira, in Jumla 
district of Nepal. Here, a cow offered her milk to a quartz 
rock every evening. When her angry cowherd attacked the 
rock, it broke into three pieces and miraculously flew to 
three places where shrines were built for Harki. 

Many centuries later, a woman of the Pariyar caste was 
making a long journey from her father’s village of Jaira to her 
husband’s home in the village of Thehe, which is in Humla. 
Sitting on a hill above a branch of the Karnali, it is the last Khas 
village in that direction. Hundreds of houses huddle together. 
Children play on rooftops joined to each other. Steps are carved 
into a single tree-trunk to make ladders that go from one level to 
another level. Families divide the same house into smaller and 
smaller homes rather than move to another part of the country. 
Often, men migrate to seek work in India and Purang in the 
Ngari prefecture of the Tibet Autonomous Region.

The Pariyar woman had seen the powerful gods of the 
so-called ‘upper castes’ in Thehe – the elder Rampal, with 
his own shrine, and his younger brothers. But, as a Pariyar, 
she didn’t have her own god, and the god of others often 
behaved as the others did: they didn’t respect her wishes, nor 
were they friendly. 

‘Father,’ she begged, ‘give me a drum, so that my son 
may play it and call upon a god from my village.’
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Her father said, ‘The drums at the shrine of Rampal are 
too big, but I will give you a drum from the shrine of Harki. 
Careful! Hide it well. Let nobody see you take it into Thehe!’

She left Jaira with a small tyamko drum hidden under 
her dress and her son in a wicker basket on her shoulders. 
They headed up the Karnali towards Thehe.

The travelers in her group were puzzled to hear the 
sound of a small tyamko drum beating on its own. After a 
few days of walking, they couldn’t control their curiosity any 
longer. When they finally reached Thehe, they crowded at 
the woman’s house and asked what was meant by the omen 
of the drum that beat on its own.

It was on the fourteenth day of the waxing moon in 
the month of Magh, in the deepest of winter, when villagers 
gathered around the young mother, the year-old boy, and 
the tyamko drum that played itself. The year-old baby had 
been chosen by the god Harki as his dhami. His name was 
Aashe Pariyar.

The year-old baby went into a trance and said to 
everybody, ‘I am the god Harki from Jaira!’

But the other gods already living in Thehe were angry 
at the new god. What they hated the most was that Harki 
had traveled there with a woman of the tailor caste, and had 
chosen her baby as his dhami. 

The god Rampal and his younger brothers Betal, 
Mashto and Banpal banded together to chase Harki away 
from Thehe. ‘Go away,’ they said to him. ‘You are not 
needed here, neither are you welcome among us. You have 
insulted us by choosing to live among people of low caste.’ 
That wasn’t very polite of them. But Harki replied politely, ‘I 
will live in Thehe with the people I choose.’ 

In those very days, Thehe was being terrorized by the 
demoness Kodiyamal, who lived in a cave deep inside the 



65

The Fall of the Demoness

river Karnali, just below the village. She traveled as far up 
north as the plains of Tibet and as far south as the plains 
of India to snatch children from villages along the river. 
As horrified villagers watched, blood gushed out of her 
underwater home whenever she ate a child. Even from under 
the fast and roaring waters of the Karnali the screams of 
children could be heard, some in Tibetan, some in Humli, 
and sometimes even in Urdu. Mothers blocked the ears of 
their children and tried to hide the bloody foam coloring the 
Karnali. But the crunching of bones and sucking of marrow 
echoed through the valley for many days.

The people of Thehe thought that their gods were 
incapable of defending them from Kodiyamal. One by one, 
Betal, Mashto and Banpal had greedily accepted sacrifices 
offered by the villagers and jumped into the river to battle 
Kodiyamal. But they had come running back after short 
battles, barely escaping with their limbs intact. With every 
victory over a god the demoness grew stronger and angrier. 

The day after arriving in Thehe, Aashe Pariyar’s mother 
sat massaging him in the sun when Kodiyamal stretched her 
tongue all the way from her cave and snatched away another 
child. The cries of the mother broke the hearts of everybody 
in Thehe. They waited in dread to hear the crunch and slurp, 
but no blood was seen. Instead, they heard Kodiyamal burp.

‘Rampal! You are the eldest and most powerful god. 
You are worshipped before any other. If you can’t protect 
my child, who can? I promise you the fattest and purest 
sacrifice!’ the mother cried.

Rampal reluctantly entered the river to fight the 
demoness, but he too fled back uphill to his shrine to hide 
in a pine grove.

Aashe Pariyar, as the god Harki in human form, flew 
from his roof, over the roofs of the Pariyar neighborhood. 
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He flew south over fields of barley and mustard and hemp 
until he hovered over the Karnali. 

‘Kodiyamal, give up the baby, or prepare for a fight 
to the death!’ Harki said in a clear and loud voice which 
everybody heard. The gods Banpal, Betal and Mashto came 
out of hiding to watch, half-wishing that Kodiyamal would 
eat this upstart god, but also hoping that Harki would kill 
the demoness who had defeated them. 

What Kodiyamal said in reply is too horrifying to write 
here, but it was arrogant enough that Harki dived into the 
waters of the Karnali. Their fight continued until the full 
moon of the month of Margh shone in the winter skies. 
After many hours of battle inside Kodiayamal’s underwater 
cave the river frothed with blood.

As the gods and the people of Thehe watched, the 
miraculous child flew out from the Karnali carrying the 
baby that he had torn out from Kodiyamal’s belly. 

Having seen Harki’s strength, Rampal, Betal, Banpal 
and Mashto met to discuss Harki’s place in Thehe. They 
believed themselves to be superior to Harki, but they had 
been proven wrong when Harki killed Kodiyamal. After 
debating through the night, they came to him the next day. 

‘You are a strong god,’ Rampal said reluctantly. ‘You 
may live here. During festivals, people will worship you 
before they worship me.’ Ever since then, the fourteenth day 
of the waxing moon, a night before the main festival, has 
been the day of the god Harki.

Aashe Pariyar, the dhami for the god Harki, grew up 
and battled more demons from around the village, saw a 
thousand moons, and lived to the ripe old age of eighty-
four. Since his passing, the god Harki has chosen men from 
among the descendants of Aashe Pariyar as his dhami. If a 
person of the so-called ‘upper caste’ treats a Pariyar person 
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rudely, or cheats them out of wages, they remember that the 
god of the Pariyars is a powerful god who killed a demoness 
who had defied their four strong gods. The caste system 
may treat the Pariyars of Thehe unfairly, but they have a god 
among them who loves justice and fights for the weak, and 
who doesn’t accept bullying.
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rf/ k|d'v lbzfcf]+ s] rf/ /fhf y] – k"j{ d]+ /fhf gf+usf jf, 
klZrd d]+ /fhf g+u;L Nxf, pQ/ d]+ /fhf lz+uln+u T;f j blIf0f d]+ 
/fhf abf xf]/ . Og ;ad]+ ;] /fhf gf+usf jf ;a;] clws zlQmzfnL 
j ;DkGg yf . p;s] kf; ;ft xhf/ ;ft ;f} e]�]+ j kfFr xhf/ kfFr 
;f} ofs Pj+ tLg xhf/ tLg ;f} 3f]�] y] . 

/fhf g+u;L Nxf sf Ps k'q yf lh;sf gfd gusf b;L yf Pj+ 
p;sL dftf s] b]xf+t sf] tLg jif{ aLt r's] y] . /fhf g] cs]n] xL 
sfkmL d'lZsnf]+ ;] ckg] k'q sf] kfn kf]; s] a�f lsof yf . Ps lbg 
crfgs xL p;g] ;f]rf ls, …d]/] k'q s] lnP o"F cs]n] xL jo:s xf]gf 
p;s] lnP ax't sl7g xf]uf ctM d'em] p;s] ;fy v]ng] s] lnP Ps 
ldq sL vf]h s/gL rflxP . Úp;g] ckg] k'q sf] ckg] ;fy lnof cf}/ 
Ps emf]n] d]+ :j0f{ cf}/ b";/] emf]n] d]+ rfFbL e/s/ ckg] k'q s] lnP 
Ps ldq df]n n]g] lgsn k�f . 

jx /fhf Pj+ p;sf sf]o{" ;]+u] /awfg gfds jbL{ wf/L ;]js rLzf 
Uofdf] gfds hux k/ kx'Fr] hxfF pGx]+ Ps a"�L cf}/t ldnL lh;s] 
;fy bf] n�s] y] . 

/fhf g] p; dlxnf ;] sxf, …d]/f Ps k'q x} lh;sf sf]O{ efO{ 
gxL+ x} . Sof t'd d'em] t'Dxf/] n�sf]+ sf] a]rf]uL< d}+ abn] d]+ t'Dx]+ Ps 
emf]nf :j0f{ j Ps emf]nf rfFbL b"Fuf tfls d]/] k'q s] ;fy o] bf]gf]+ n�s] 
/x]+ cf}/ hLjg e/ Ps–b";/] sL b]vefn s/t] /x]+ .Ú

p; j[4 dlxnf g] pQ/ d]+ sxf, …d}+ Og aRrf]+ sf] gxL+ a]r ;stL, 
k/+t' s[kof cfk b";/L t/km b]v]+ cf}/ lkm/ jfk; knl6P .Ú 

/fhf b";/L t/km b]v s/ lkm/ h};] xL jfk; kn6f tf] p;g] 
b]vf sL jx j[4 cf}/t ufoa xf] r'sL yL k/+t' j] bf]gf] n�s] jxL+ a}7] 
x'P y] . oBlk jx dlxnf jxfF ;] cf]emn xf] uoL yL lkm/ eL /fhf 
g] ckg] :j0f{ s] j rfFbL s] bf]gf]+ emf]nf]+ sf] jxL+ /v lbof cf}/ bf]gf]+ 
n�sf]+ sf] ckg] ;fy 3/ n] cfof . 
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/fhf s] ca tLg k'q y] – Ps p;sf /fhs'df/ j j] bf]gf] 
n�s] . Ps n�s] sf gfd lza'g bfo' lq a'+u /vf uof j b";/] sf 
gfd n"km'g gf]/a' ;]+af /vf uof . 

pg bf]gf] n�sf]+ sf] /fhf ckg] k'q s] ;dfg xL Kof/ s/tf 
yf cf}/ j] eL p;] ckg] lktf s] ;dfg xL k;+b s/t] y] . /fhf g] 
pgsf] bofn', O{dfgbf/ cf}/ anjfg aggf l;vfof . ha /fhs'df/ 
;ft jif{ sf x'cf ta /fhf sf b]xf+t xf] uof . O; b'Mv sL 3�L 
;] pa/g] s] lnP /fhs'df/ g] ckg] cfk sf] a'4 sL z/0f d]+ clk{t 
s/ lbof . 

hNb xL /fhf sL ;DklQ d]+ lu/fj6 cfg] nuL . ;ft xhf/ ;ft 
;f} e]�f]+ d]+ ;] ca dfqf ;ft xL arL yL+ – kfFr xhf/ kfFr ;f} ofs 
d]+ ;] ca l;km{ kfFr ofs xL z]if y] cf}/ tLg xhf/ tLg ;f} 3f]�f]+ d]+ 
;] dfqf tLg 3f]�] xL z]if ar] y] . ox ;a b]vs/ n"km'g gf]/a' ;]+af 
ax't lr+ltt x'cf . p;g] ckg] efO{ Pj+ ;]js ;] sxf, …xdf/] lktf xdf/] 
lnP ;ft xhf/ ;ft ;f} e]�]+ 5f]� s/ uP y] k/+t' ca s]jn ;ft xL 
z]if x}+ . d}+ kz'cf]+ sL ;+Vof a�fg] s] lnP Ps cR5] pkhfpm rf/] sL 
Joj:yf s/g] sf k|of; s/tf x"F . ;]js ∕ t'd /fhs'df/ sL cR5L 
t/x ;] b]vefn s/gf .Ú 

s'5 ;do kZrft lza'g bfo' lqa'+u g] /fhs'df/ ;] sxf, …xdf/] 
lktfhL xdf/] lnP tLg xhf/ tLg ;f} 3f]�] 5f]� s/ uP y] k/+t' ca 
pGd] ;] s]jn tLg xL z]if ar] x}+ . d}+ 9]/ ;f/f kfgL j 3f; /vg] sL 
hux sL Joj:yf s/tf x"F tfls 3f]�f]+ sL ;+Vof d]+ j[l4 xf] ;s] .Ú 
p;g] lkm/ ckg] ;]js ;] /fhs'df/ s] b]vefn s/g] sL aft sxL 
cf}/ ckg] sfd d]+ rnf uof . 

/fhs'df/ s] kf; ca l;km{ p;sf ;]js cf}/ kfFr ofs xL ar] 
y] lhgsL p;g] ax't d]xgt s/s] cR5] ;] b]vefn sL . s'5 jiff]{+ s] 
afb pg kfFr ofs sL ;+Vof a�s/ kfFr xhf/ xf] uoL . ta p;s] 
;]js g] p;;] sxf, /fhs'df/, ox Ps z'e ;+s]t x} . cR5] nf]uf]+ sf] 
pgs] sdf]{+ sf cR5f xL kmn ldntf x} .Ú

/fhs'df/ g] sxf, …xdf/] kf; ax't ;f/] dj]zL tf] x}+ k/+t' d'em] 
d]/] efO{of]+ sL ofb cf /xL x} . d}+ hfggf rfxtf x"F ls j] nf]u s};] 
x}+ . s[kof pGx]+ 9"F9f] cf}/ cu/ t'd pgs] kf; ax't ;f/L j e]�]+ j 3f]�] 
eL kfcf] tf] O; aft k/ Wofg dt b]gf cf}/ lagf O; aft sL k/jfx 
lsP pGx]+ d]/] kf; n]s/ cfcf] . 

;]js ;]+u] /awfg sf] e]�f]+ sf Ps ;d"x ldnf lhgsL ;+Vof ;ft 
xhf/ ;ft ;f} ;] eL clws yL . ox b]v jx cfZro{ d]+ k� uof . 
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cflv/ e]�f]+ s] Otg] a�] em'+8 sf :jfdL sf}g x}, oxL ;f]rt]–;f]rt] jx 
cf/fd s/g] s] lnP n]6 uof . 

p;L If0f Ps e]� g] d]dg] sf] hGd lbof lh;s] k"/] z/L/ d]+ 
bfu y] Pj+ p;s] un] d]+ ;LkLof]+ sL dfnf yL . p; gGx] d]dg] g] ckgL 
dfF ;] k"5f, …k"jL{ /fHo d]+ lstg] ;f/] 5f]6] 5f]6] d]dg] x}+ k/+t' d}+ xL So"F 
O; ;Lk sL dfnf kxg] x'P k}bf x'cf x"F<Ú

ta e]� g] pQ/ d]+ sxf, hNb xL zLzf Uofdf] s] kf; sL emLn 
d]+ gxfg] s] lnP ax't ;f/L kl/ofF OsÝL xf]+uL cf}/ pgd] ;] hf] ;a;] 
uf]/] j0f{ sL xf]uL p;sf gfd Nxfdf] tf]+u8'cf] xf]uf . lh;sL kxrfg 
l;km{ t'Dxf/L ;Lk sL dfnf ;] xL xf] ;stL x} cf}/ olb p;sf ljjfx 
ls;L /fhs'df/ ;] xf]uf tf] ox k"/] k"jL{o /fHo s] lnP ;f}efUo xf]uf 
lh;;] k"/] /fHo d]+ cfg+b xL cfg+b :yflkt xf]uf . 

teL crfgs ;] jx ;ts{ xf] uoL cf}/ ckg] d]dg] ;] d+b :j/ 
d]+ af]nL, …n]lsg oxfF Ps JolQm x} hf] zfob xdf/L efiff ;demtf x} 
ctM xd]+ oxfF ;] lgsn hfgf rflxP .Ú

jf:tj d]+ jx ;]js ;]+u] /awfg e]�f]+ sL efiff ;demtf yf . teL 
crfgs ;] jx p; gjhft d]dg] sL cf]/ s"bf cf}/ p;s] un] ;] 
;LkLof]+ sf xf/ 5Lg s/ em6k6 p;] ckgL 6f]kL d]+ l5kf lnof cf}/ 
O;;] kxn] ls bf}�t] x'P jx pg kfFr xhf/ e]�f]+ s] em'+8 p;] w"n d]+ 
ckg] v'/f]+ s] tn] /f}+b b]t], jx jxfF ;] efu uof . 

hNbL xL jx ;]js n'km'g gf]/a' ;]gaf s] kf; bf}�t] x'P uof 
cf}/ p;] /fhs'df/ sf ;+b]z ;'gfof . n'km'g gf]/a' ;]gaf g] sxf, …7Ls 
x}, d}+ 3/ cfpmFuf k/+t' t'Dx]+ lza'g bfo' lqa'+u sf] 9"F9gf k�]uf cf}/ p;] 
ks�s/ 3/ nfgf k�]uf . 

ckg] ;km/ d]+ yf]�] cfu] a�g] s] afb p; ;]js g] lza'g bfo' 
lqa'+u sf eL ktf nuf lnof . hf] Ps sfn] pmgL t+a" s] c+b/ a}7f 
x'cf yf n]lsg p;s] kf; s]jn Ps xL 3f]�f yf hf] ls t+a" s] afx/ 
cfn:o k"j{s 3f; r/ /xf yf . . ;]+u] /awfg ckgL lg/fzf sf] p;;] 
l5kft] x'P ckgL ;xh sf}zn ;] af]nf, …/fhs'df/ s] kf; ca kfFr 
xhf/ ofs x}+ cf}/ n'km'g gf]/a' ;]gaf s] kf; ;ft xhf/ ;] eL clws 
e]�]+ x}+ . t'Dxf/] lktfhL sL hdf sL x'O{ ;DklQ k'gM jfk; nf}6 cfoL 
x} . rnf], 3/ rnt] x}+ .Ú

ox ;'gt] xL lza'g bfo' lqa'+u O; k|sf/ p5n k�f h};] ls dfgf] 
p;] s]jn O;L ;dfrf/ sL k|tLIff yL . jx ;]js ;] af]nf, ‘rnf] ∕ ceL 
3/ rnt] x}+ .Ú jx ckg] Psdfq 3f]8] k/ a}7 uof cf}/ Ps r§fg sL 
cf]/ k|:yfg lsof hf] ls k+vf]+ ;] e/L k8L yL cf}/ b"/ ;] xL rds 
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/xL yL . ;]+u] /awfg eL tLj|tf ;] p;s] kL5]–kL5] rn k�f . k+v jfnL 
r§fg s] kf; kx'Frt] xL lza'g bfo' lqa'+u g] sxf, …kfzf b]jL ∕ s[kof 
b/jfhf vf]nf]Ú p;s] afb p;g] tLg af/ tfnL ahfoL . 

jx r§fg wL/] wL/] v'ng] nuL . p;s] c+b/ nueu tLg xhf/ 
tLg ;f} ;] eL clws ;'8f}n 3f]�] y] . lza'g bfo' lqa'+u g] jxfF agL 
Ps u'kmf d]+ ;] ckg] lktf sf] afx/ lgsfnf cf}/ ;]js sf] af]nf, … 
rnf] ca rnt] x}+ . afsL s] 3f]�] ckg]cfk xdf/] kL5]–kL5] cfPFu] .Ú

s'5 b"/L to s/g] s] afb lza'g bfo' lqa'+u lh; 3f]�] k/ ;jf/ 
yf jx p;g] ;]+u] /awfg sf] b] lbof . ;]js jfk; nf}6 s/ u'kmf s] 
kf; uof . ;eL 3f]�] pgs] kL5]–kL5] Ps lglZrt b"/L k/ cf /x] y] . 
h+un sL sfnL c+w]/L /ft s] ;dfg sfn] /+u ;] n]s/ 3f]�L s] ;km]b 
b"w s] h};f /+u cf}/ eL sO{ cGo /+uf]+ jfn] j] ;eL 3f]�] ax't ;'+b/ j 
eJo lbvfoL k�t] y] . lstgf cb\e't b[Zo yf jx ∕

pg ;eL sf ax't Kof/ ;] /fhs'df/ åf/f :jfut lsof uof Pj+ 
j] ckg] lktf /fHo d]+ /xg] nu] . /fhs'df/ :j0f{ ;] ag] l;+3f;g k/ 
lj/fhdfg x'cf, lza'g bfo' lqa'+u rfFbL s] l;+3f;g k/ lj/fhdfg x'cf 
cf}/ n'km'g gf]/a' ;]af+u sf] tfd| l;+3f;g k|fKt x'cf cf}/ j] ;lDdlnt 
¿k ;] ckg] ;fd|fHo k/ ;s'zn zf;g s/g] nu] . k/+t' pgs] b/af/ 
sL k|lti7f a�fg] s] lnP jxfF sf]O{ /fgL gxL+ yL cf}/ Ps /fhs'df/ 
ta ts /fhf 3f]lift gxL+ lsof hf ;stf ha ts ls afls /fhfcf]+ 
sf] p;sL zlQm j ;DklQ sf ktf gf xf] . 

;]+u] /awfg hf] sL Ps ljZj;gLo ;]js yf, p;] e]� j p;s] 
gx]+ d]dg] sf jftf{nfk ofb yf . crfgs xL 6f]kL s] c+b/ l5k] p; 
;Lk s] xf/ g] p;sL vf]k�L d]+ xnrn s/ bL . 

p;g] /fhs'df/ sf] ;nfx b]t] x'P sxf, …ox ;Lk sf xf/ nLlhP 
cf}/ ;a;] ;'+b/ o'jtL sf] ckgL b'Nxg agf nLlhP . 

ox ;'gs/ /fhs'df/ s] efO{ ;]+u] /awfg s] pmk/ xF;g] nu] . 
oBlk j] p;sL xF;L p�f /x] y] lkm/ eL /fhs'df/ g] ckg] efO{of]+ ;] 
sxf, …;]+u] /awfg ;bf xL xdf/] k|lt O{dfgbf/ /xf x} . p;g] xd;] 
seL eL em"7 gxL+ af]nf x} . olb jx ox ;'emfj b] /xf x} tf] d}+ O;s] 
atfO{ x'O{ hux k/ O; ;Lk s] xf/ sf] n]s/ hfpmFuf cf}/ lkm/ hf] 
xf]uf jf] b]vf hfPuf .Ú

/fhs'df/ p; ;Lk s] xf/ sf] n]s/ jxfF ;] lgsn k�f . ha 
jx ;]js åf/f jl0f{t emLn s] kf; kx'Frf, jxfF p;g] ax't ;L ;'+b/Lof]+ 
sf] emLn d]+ t}/t] x'P b]vf . p; /fhs'df/ s] d/0ffwLg xf]g] s] sf/0f 
p;s] b]x sL dxs g] kfgL d]+ v]ntL x'O{ kl/cf]+ sf] eoeLt s/ lbof 
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cf}/ j] crfgs jxfF ;] efu uoL . k/+t' pg ;ad]+ ;a;] uf]/L j ;'+b/ 
k/L lh;sf gfd Nxfdf] tf]+u8'cf] df yf, emLn s] c+b/ cfwL 8"aL x'O{ 
j cfwL kfgL ;] afx/ v�L xf]s/ jxL+ ?s uO{ . 

Ps If0f s] lnP tf] jx /fhs'df/ ox e"n r'sf yf ls jx p; 
emLn ts So"F cfof yf . Nxfdf] tf]+u8'cf] df sL ck|ltd ;'+b/tf sf] 
b]vs/ jx rlst yf n]lsg lahnL sL rds sL efFlt /fhs'df/ sf] 
xf]z cfof cf}/ p;g] jx ;Lkf]+ jfnf hfb'O{ xf/ p; ;'+b/L sL cf]/ km]+sf 
lh;] p;g] em6 ;] ks� lnof . p; ;'+b/L g] /fhs'df/ ;] ljjfx s/g] 
s] lnP xfdL e/ bL cf}/ p;s] kZrft j] dxn sL cf]/ /jfgf x'P . 
p;s] k|efj g] cf}/ p;sL ;'+b/tf g] b/af/ sf] dlxdfdfg s/ lbof . 

ckg] lktf sL ;DklQ sf] k'gM k|fKt s/ n]g] j :ju{ sL cK;/fcf]+ 
d]+ ;] ;a;] ;'+b/ cK;/f sf] kTgL s] ¿k d]+ kf n]g] s] sf/0f gusf 
b\;L g] ;f]rf, …d]/f ;fd|fHo d]/] lktf s] ;do s] ;fd|fHo ;] ljzfn 
cf}/ ;DkGg xf] uof x}ctM d'em] O; pknlAw sf pT;j dgfgf rflxP .Ú

ckg] ;]js sL Pj+ ckg] efO{cf]+ sL ;xfotf ;] /fhs'df/ g] 
;+;f/ s] ;eL sf]gf]+ d]+ lgd+q0f lehjfP . v]n sL k|ltof]lutf s] lnP 
;eL /fhfcf]+ j /fhs'dfl/cf]+ sf] lzi6frf/ k"0f{ 9+u ;] ;+b]z lnv] x'P 
lgd+q0f kq lehjfP hf] ;+b]z O; k|sf/ y], …s[kof ckg] ;j{>]i7 3f]8f]+ 
sf] n]s/ cfPFÚ, …P];] 3f]�] hf] cfsfz d]+ kIfL sL t/x p� ;s]+Ú cf}/ 
…hf] gbL d]+ d5nL sL t/x t}/ ;s]+Ú, Pj+ …hf] O; k|sf/ ;/k6 bf}� 
;s]+ lh; k|sf/ 3f; s] d}bfgf]+ d]+ xjf axtL x} . kqf]+ d]+ ox eL lnvf 
yf ls olb cfk ljhoL xf]t] x}+ tf] d}+ cfksf] ;f} cGo 3f]�] Ogfd d]+ 
k|bfg s?+uf hf] ls t]h:jL Pj+ zfgbf/ x}+ . 

ltAat s] cf;kf; s] /fhf j /fhs'dfl/ofF /fhf gsuf b\;L s] 
c:tan s] ;f} 3f]�f]+ sf] hLtg] s] p2]Zo ;] s'5 xL lbgf]+ d]+ OsÝ] xf]g] 
nu] . d]xdfgf]+ sf :jfut s/s] Pj+ pGx]+ ef]h k|bfg s/s] /fhf g] ox 
3f]if0ff sL ls k|ltof]lutf sn k|ftM xL k|f/De xf]uL . 

a�] cfb/ s] ;fy p; of}jgf /fhs'df/L g] p; bf}� ;] ckgf 
gfd jfk; n] lnof . s]jn rf/ lbzfcf]+ s] rf/ /fhf xL p; k|ltof]lutf 
sf] k"0f{ s/ kfP . /fhf abf xf]/, /fhf g+u;L Nxf cf}/ /fhf lz+uln+u 
T;f sf] ca /fhs'df/ s] lj?4 bf}� s/gL yL . /fhs'df/ ckg] lk|o 
3f]�] hfu/ Nx]lsg k/ r�s/ cfof . ha bf}� k|f/De x'O{ ta Ps 
3f]�f kns emkst] xL z'¿ ;] c+t ts t]hL ;] bf}�f k/+t' jx 3f]�f 
blIf0f s] /fhf ;] ;Da+lwt yf lh;g] k'/:sf/ hLtf yf . r"Fls O; 
k|ltof]lutf sf] Ps cltly g] hLtf yf ctM sf]O{ eL gusf b\;L k/ 
ceb| xf]g] sf cf/f]k gxL+ nuf ;stf yf . /fhf s] cfltYo ;Tsf/ ;] 
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k|;Gg xf]s/ ;eL cltyL sL xF;L b/af/ d]+ u"Fh p7L lh;;] /fhf sf 
cf}/ eL ;Ddfg a� uof yf . 

cltlyof]+ s] ;Ddfg d]+ ef]h /vf uof, d]hafg Pj+ d]xdfg bf]gf]+ 
g] xL ckg] Åbo sL clenfiff k"/L s/t] x'P ;fy d]+ gfr–ufg lsof . 
;a nf]u ckg]–ckg] hLjg d]+ k|;Gg y] . /fhs'df/ sf] ckg] ;]js sL 
sxL x'O{ aft sf :d/0f x'cf, cR5] nf]uf]+ sf] pgs] sdf]{+ sf cR5f xL 
kmn ldntf x} . Úp;g] ckg] cfksf] a'4 s] cfu] ;dlk{t s/ lbof . 
p;g] ckg] uf]b lnP x'P efO{cf]+ s] ;fy lg:kIftf ;] Jojxf/ lsof Pj+ 
ckgL kTgL sf] ax't Kof/ j cfb/ lbof . ckg] ;Eo cfr/0f sf p;] 
kmn k|fKt x'cf cf}/ /fhs'df/ g] ;bf xL g]s ag] /xg] sL k|lt1f nL 
tfls eujfg a'4 sf cfzLjf{b p;] xd]zf k|fKt xf]tf /x] . 
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Three Princes

In the four cardinal directions were four kings: King 
Nangka Wa in the east, King Bada Hor in the south, King 
Nangsi Lha in the west, and King Shingling Tsa in the north. 
Of these, King Nangka Wa was the most powerful and 
wealthy. He had 7,700 sheep, 5,500 yaks, and 3,300 horses. 

Nangka Wa has a son named Nangka Dsi, whose mother 
died when he was three years old. The king raised the child by 
himself and had a very hard time of it. One day, he thought, 
‘It will be very difficult for my son to grow up alone. I must 
find playmates for him.’ So he took his son, a bag of gold and 
another of silver, and set off to buy a friend for his son. 

The king and his footman Koryu Senge Rabdhan 
reached a place called Chisha Gyamo. There, they met an 
old woman with two boys. 

‘Can you please sell your boys to me? I have a son who 
has no brothers. I can pay you one bag of gold and one bag 
of silver, and the three boys can look after each other for the 
rest of their lives,’ the king said.

The old woman replied, ‘I cannot sell you these 
children. But please look away, and then turn back again.’

The king looked away, and turned back again. The old 
woman had vanished, but the two boys remained. Although 
the old woman wasn’t there, the king left behind the bags of 
gold and silver and brought the two boys home. 
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The king now had three sons: his prince, and the two 
boys. One boy was named Chibun Dayu Tribung, and the 
other was named Luphun Norbu Tsenba. 

The king treated the two boys as his own children, and 
they also loved him like their own father. He taught them to 
be loyal, brave and kind. When the prince was seven years 
old, the king passed away. Overcome with grief, the prince 
dedicated himself to the Buddha. 

Soon, the king’s wealth decreased. Of the 7,700 sheep, 
only seven remained; of the 5,500 yaks, only five remained, 
and of the 3,300 horses, only three remained. Luphun Norbu 
Tsenba became very worried. He said to his brother and the 
footman, ‘Our father left us 7,700 sheep, but now only seven 
remain. I will find a fertile pasture where I can increase the 
flock. Take good care of the prince.’

Sometime later, Chibun Dayu Tribung said to the 
prince, ‘Our father left us 3,300 horses, of which only three 
remain. I will find a place with plenty of water and grass to 
increase their number.’ He asked the footman to take good 
care of the prince, and left on his quest. 

The prince stayed home with his footman and the 
five yaks. He took care of the yaks and worked hard. After 
a few years, the five yaks increased to over 5,000. The 
footman said, ‘Prince, this is a good sign. Good people are 
always rewarded.’

The Prince replied, ‘We have plenty of livestock. But I 
miss my brothers. I want to know how they are. Please find 
them and bring them home regardless of how many sheep 
and horses they have now.’

Koryu Senge Rabdhan, the footman, obeyed the prince 
and left to find the other two brothers. When he reached 
Chisha Gyamo, at just the spot where the old king had 
found playmates for the prince, he found a flock of sheep 
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numbering far more than 7,700. He wondered whose flock 
of sheep they were, and, thus wondering, lay down to rest.

Just at that moment, a ewe gave birth to a lamb covered 
with spots all over its body and wearing a conch necklace. 
The little lamb asked his mother, ‘There are so many other 
little lambs in the East Kingdom, but I am the only one born 
with a conch necklace. Why is that so?’ 

The ewe replied, ‘Soon, many fairies will gather to 
bathe in the lake near Chisha Gyamo. Of them, the fairest 
is named Lhamo Tongduo Ma. She can be caught only 
with your conch necklace. And if she marries the Prince, 
it will be the greatest luck and brightest joy for all of the 
East Kingdom.’ 

Then, suddenly, she became alert and said softly, ‘But 
son, there is a man here who understands our tongue. We 
must run away.’ 

Indeed, the footman Koryu Senge Rabdhan understood 
the language of the sheep. He jumped at the newborn lamb 
and captured the conch necklace and hid it in his felt hat and 
set off before the hooves of 7,000 sheep could trample him 
into the dust. 

Very soon, the footman ran into Luphun Norbu 
Tsenba and gave him the prince’s message. Luphun Norbu 
Tsenba said, ‘Alright. I am coming home. But you should 
find Chibun Dayu Tribung and bring him home.’ 

The footman walked further on and tracked down 
Chibun Dayu Tribung, who was sitting inside a tent of black 
wool, but with just one horse lazily grazing outside the tent. 
Disguising his disappointment with the utmost good sense, 
Koryu Senge Rabdhan said to him, ‘The prince now has 
over 5,000 yak, and Luphun Norbu Tsenba now herds over 
7,000 sheep. The wealth of your father is sufficiently restored. 
Come, let’s go home.’ 
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Chibun Dayu Tribung sprang up, as if he had been 
waiting for just this news, and said, ‘Yes! Let’s go home 
right now.’ He raced off on his only horse towards a rock 
that shimmered as if covered all over with feathers. Koryu 
Senge Rabdhan hurriedly followed. When they reached 
the feathery rock, Chibun Dayu Tribung said, ‘Goddess 
Pacha! Please open the door for me.’ He then clapped 
three times. 

The rock opened up slowly. Inside the rock were more 
than 3,300 fine horses. Chibun Dayu Tribung led his father’s 
horses out of the cave and said to the footman, ‘Let’s go 
now. The other horses will follow.’ 

After traveling some distance, riding the horse Chibun 
Dayu Tribung had given him, Koryu Senge Rabdhan turned 
back to look at the cave. All the horses were following them 
at a respectable distance. And what splendid colors they 
were! From the black of a midnight in the forest, to the 
white of mare’s milk, there were horses of every color. What 
a wonderful sight it was! 

Each of them was received warmly by the prince, and 
they lived together in their father’s kingdom. The prince sat 
on a golden throne, Chinbun Dayu Tribung sat on a silver 
throne and Luphun Norbu Tseba sat on a copper throne. 
They ruled the kingdom together. But the court didn’t have 
a queen to increase its beauty. And the prince wasn’t yet a 
king because other kings hadn’t seen his wealth and power.

Koryu Senge Rabdhan, the trusted footman, 
remembered the conversation between the ewe and her 
young lamb. ‘Take this conch necklace and catch yourself a 
fairy for a bride!’ he suggested.

Although his brothers laughed at Koryu Senge 
Rabdhan, the prince said, ‘Koryu Senge Rabdhan has always 
been loyal to us. He has never told a lie. If he says so, I will 
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travel with the conch necklace to the land he describes, and 
see what happens.’

 The prince set off with the conch necklace. When he 
reached the lake described to him, the prince saw many fairies 
swimming in the lake. Because the prince was a mortal, the 
smell of his body scared the fairies playing in the water. They 
suddenly flew away. But the fairest fairy of them all, Lhamo 
Tongduo Ma, remained behind, half in the lake, and half out 
of the water. 

For half a moment, the prince forgot why he had 
traveled to the lake. He was blinded by Lhamo Tongduo 
Ma’s beauty. But, like a flash of lightning, the prince regained 
his wit and threw the magical necklace around the fairy and 
caught her. Lhamo Tongduo Ma agreed to marry him and 
return with him to the palace. Her beauty and her virtues 
brought glory to the court.

Having regained the wealth of his father, and having 
found the fairest of the heavenly fairies as a wife, Nagka Dsi 
thought, ‘My kingdom is more prosperous than it was in my 
father’s times. I must celebrate this achievement.’

With the help of his footman and his brothers, the 
prince sent out invitations to all known corners of the world, 
inviting kings and princes to come to a tournament. ‘Bring 
your best horses,’ the invitation said in polite language, 
‘Bring horses which can fly like a bird in the sky, or which 
can swim like a fish in the river, or which gallop like the 
wind sweeping over the grassland. If your horse wins the 
race, I will reward you with a hundred more horses that are 
just as magnificent.’

Kings and princes from across Tibet gathered within a 
few days to win a hundred horses from the prince’s stable. 
After welcoming the guests and serving them a feast, the prince 
announced that the race would start early in the morning. 
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Out of respect, the young prince’s brothers did not 
participate in the race. Only the four kings of the four 
directions would compete. King Bada Hor, King Nangsi 
Lha, and King Shingling Tsa would race against the prince. 
The prince rode Zagar Lheqin, the old king’s favorite horse. 
When the race began, the horses flew from start to finish in 
the time it takes for the eyes to blink. But it was the horse 
belonging to the King of the South which won the prize. 
Because a guest had won the competition, nobody could 
accuse Nagka Dsi of being ungracious. The laughter of 
guests enjoying his hospitality brought much honor to the 
house of the prince.

At the feasts held in honor of the guests, the host and 
his guests sang and danced and ate to their heart’s desire. 
Everybody was very happy with their lives. The prince 
remembered what his footman had said – ‘Good people are 
always rewarded.’ He had devoted himself to the Buddha, 
treated his adopted brothers fairly, and shown respect and 
love to his queen. He was being rewarded for his good 
conduct. The prince vowed to always be virtuous so that the 
Buddha would always bless him.
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x'dnf g]kfn s] gSz] d]+ pmk/ sL cf]/ afoL+ t/km l:yt x} . 
O;s] pQ/ d]+ Guf/L k|f+t x} hf] ls rLg s] :jfoQ k|b]z ltAat d]+ k�tf 
x} cf}/ O;s] klZrd d]+ pQ/fv+8 x} hf] ls ef/t sf Ps /fHo x} . 
kljq gbL s/gfnL sf pb\ud eL ltAat xL x} hxfF ;] jx x'dnf xf]t] 
x'P blIf0f lbzf sL cf]/ l:yt ef/t d]+ axg] jfnL dxfg gbL u+uf d]+ 
hf ldntL x} . ox ;'+b/ 3f; s] d}bfg, akm{ ;] 9sL x'O{ rf]l6of]+ cf}/ 
;Lw] 9fn jfn] kxf�f]+ ;] l3/f x'cf x} . x'dnf d]+ af}4, af]gkf] cf}/ lx+b" 
wd{ s] nf]u /xt] x}+ . oxfF k/ /xg] jfn] nf]uf]+ d]+ s'5 ls;fg x}+, s'5 
Jofkf/L x}+ lhGxf]+g] ef/t s] ;dtn k|b]z P]ltxl;s ¿k ;] ltAat s] 
dfWod ;] l;Ns ¿6 ;] hf]� lbof x} . 

x'dnf ckgL syfcf]+ s] lnP k|l;4 x} . k|To]s ufFj s] kf; ckg] 
k"j{hf]+ cf}/ b]jtfcf]+ sf] k"hg] s] lnP ckg]–ckg] :yfg x}+ . x'dnf d]+ 
/xg] jfn] lx+b" af/x b]jtfcf]+ sL k"hf s/t] x}+ lhgs] gfd x}+ – /fdkfn, 
x/Lkfn, 3+6fkfn, agkfn, dw'kfn, z+vkfn, sfnzLntf, u'/f, a]tfn, 
z'Snx+;f, bfx]{–dZtf] cf}/ b"w]–dZtf] Pj+ ejfgL hf] ls Og b]jtfcf]+ sL 
axg x} cf}/ lh;sL eL lx+b'cf]+ åf/f k"hf sL hftL x} . z]if ar] nf}xf;'/, 
Nxf+uf], x/sL OToflb pg af/x efO{of]+ s] etLh] x}+ . 

x'dnf s] k|To]s ufFj d]+ leGg–leGg b]jf]+ sL ;dflwofF x}+ . l;ldsf]6 
cf}/ y]x] h};] a�] ufFjf]+ s] kf; b";/] ufFjf]+ ;] clws b]jf]+ sL ;dflwofF 
eL xf]tL x}+ . hf] eL b]jL of b]jtf dg'io of]lg d]+ hGd n]tf x} jx wfdL 
3f]lift lsof hftf x} . b";/] JolQm sf] 8fFu/L agfg] s] lnP t}of/ lsof 
hftf x} hf] ls b]jtfcf]+ sL k|frLg efiff ;dem ;stf x} j af]n ;stf 
x} . 8fFu/L ufFj s] ;eL nf]uf]+ sL clenfiff j k|fy{gfcf]+ sf wfdL s] 
;dIf cg'jfb s/tf x} lh;;] wfdL cjr]tg sL cj:yf d]+ rnf hftf 
x} Pj+ ;f/L k|fy{gfcf]+ sf] ;'gtf x} . 8fFu/L x'dnf ufFj s] nf]uf]+ s] lnP 
b]jtfcf]+ sL sxL x'O{ aftf]+ sf cg'jfb eL s/tf x} . 
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b]jtfcf]+ s] ;do d]+ ha ;do eL jf:tljstf ;] k/] yf, pg 
;eL af/x b]jtfcf]+ g] s}nf; kj{t cf}/ dfg;/f]j/ emLn sL /rgf s] 
af/] d]+ ;'gf yf . pGxf]+g] ckg] ;a;] a�] efO{ O+b| ;] :ju{ s] :jfdL s] 
af/] d]+ k"5f So"Fls pGx]+ kljq wd{:ynf]+ sL ofqf s/g] sL clenfiff 
yL . ctM jxfF hfs/ pGxf]+g] kljq dfg;/f]j/ s] kfgL d]+ :gfg lsof 
cf}/ s}nf; kj{t s] rf/f]+ t/km ;[li6sf/ sL :t'lt s/t] x'P rSs/ 
nufP . n]lsg ckgL ofqf ;] nf}6t] ;do Ps 8fFu]lrg gfd s] /fIf; 
g] pGx]+ ks� lnof . ;eL b]jf]+ sf] p; /fIf; sL ;]gf ;] n�t]–n�t] 
Ps xhf/ jif{ aLt uof ta sxL+ hfs/ j] p;] x/f kfP . pGxf]+g] 
p;s] l;/ sf] p;s] z/L/ ;] sO{ lsnf]dL6/ b"/ km]+s lbof . ltAat 
s] tsnfsf]6 s] cf;kf; sL ld§L p; /fIf; s] /Qm ;] nfn xf] 
uoL yL . 

;eL b]j O+b| s] kf; jfk; nf}6] cf}/ af]n], …xd ;a Ps xhf/ 
jif{ ;] e"v] x}+ . xd]+ vfg] s] lnP vfB Pj+ k]o kbfy{ rflxP .Ú

O+b| g] pQ/ d]+ sxf, …x'dnf rn] hfcf] cf}/ b'i6 cfTdfcf]+ sf] b+8 
b]s/ j cR5] sfdf]+ sf] k'/:s[t s/s] d]/L zf;g Joj:yf sf] ;+/lIft 
s/f] ta nf]u t'Dx]+ aln clk{t s/]+u] cf}/ ckgL k}bfjf/ sf s'5 lx:;f 
t'Dx]+ lbof s/]+u] . pg nf]uf]+ sf] dj]zL j afn–aRr] k|bfg s/f] cf}/ pGx]+ 
aLdf/ agf bf], ha j] t'd;] pgsf] :j:y s/ b]g] sL k|fy{gf s/]+u] cf}/ 
t'Dx]+ vfB j k]o kbfy{ clk{t s/]+u] ta t'd pGx]+ :j:y agfs/ pgs] 
si6 b"/ s/ b]gf ∕Ú 

O; aft g] pg ;eL b]jf]+ sf] v'z s/ lbof . j] :ju{ ;] gLr] 
pt/s/ lxN;f d]+ l:yt gf}d'n] kx'Fr] . pGxf]+g] kljq a;+t s] gf} kmJjf/f]+ 
d]+ :gfg lsof cf}/ x'dnf s] ljleGg ufFjf]+ d]+ a; hfg] s] lnP gfrt] 
x'P x'dnf sL cf]/ k|:yfg lsof . j] wfdL s] dfWod ;] gfr–uf /x] 
y] cf}/ O+b| s] lg0f{o sf kfng s/ /x] y] . O;s] abn] d]+ x'dnf s] 
nf]uf]+ g] pGx]+ aln j cGg clk{t s/t] x'P pgsL k|z+zf d]+ uLt ufP 
cf}/ pg b]jf]+ s] ;fdg] ckg] ;bf xL cR5] j en] dg s] ag] /xg] sL 
cf}/ xd]zf a'/] Jojxf/ ;] b"/ /xg] sL k|lt1f sL . 

x'dnf s] blIf0f efu d]+ l:yt h'dnf d]+ Ps zlQmzfnL /fhf 
sf ;fd|fHo yf . jx eujfg lji0f' sf xL cjtf/ yf . p;g] x'dnf 
d]+ wfldof]+ s] åf/f lsP hfg] jfn] rdTsf/f]+ s] af/] d]+ ;'gf x'cf yf 
lh;s] sf/0f x'dnf s] nf]uf]+ g] bfg j e]+6 sf rng k|f/De lsof 
yf . wfdL Pj+ 8fFu/L s] dfWod ;] b]jtfcf]+ s] ;fy jftf{nfk s/ 
kfg] s] sf/0f ufFj s] nf]uf]+ åf/f pGx]+ cfwf lsnf] wfg clk{t lsof 
hfgf /fhf sf] gfk;+b yf lh;s] sf/0f jx ck|;Gg yf . /fhf sf 
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ox ljZjf; yf ls s]jn Ps zf;s xL ;eL k|sf/ s] s/f]+ sf] k|fKt 
s/ ;stf x} Pj+ ;eL k|sf/ sL e]+6f]+ sf] u|x0f s/g] sf clwsf/ 
/vtf x} . 

jx /fhf cf}/ eL qmf]lwt xf] p7f ha p;] ktf rnf ls x'dnf 
s] b]jtf cR5] Jojxf/ jfn] sf] k'/:s[t s/ /x] y] cf}/ a'/] Jojxf/ 
jfn] sf] b+l8t s/ /x] . p;sf ox dfggf yf ls Ps /fhf xL Gofo 
sf lg0f{o s/ ;stf x} . x'dnf ufFj d]+ x/ hflt j s'n s] cfbdL j 
cf}/t k|frLg lgodf]+ s] cg';f/ xL /x]+, O; aft sf pg b]jf]+ g] cTolws 
vofn /vf yf . ;dfh s] eLt/ nf]uf]+ sf] ax't Wofg ;] juL{s[t lsof 
uof yf hf] ls;L eL sLdt k/ abnf gxL+ hf ;stf yf . b]jf]+ s] 
cjt/0f s] cg';f/ xL wfdL g] Og lgodf]+ sf] nfu" lsof yf . 

ctM h'dnf s] p; qmf]wL zf;s g] x'dnf s] wfldof]+ sf] s}b 
s/g] s] lnP ckg] eofgs ;}lgsf]+ sf] e]hf cf}/ j] wfldof]+ sf] p;s] 
b/af/ d]+ n]s/ cfP . x'dnf s] wfldof]+ s] sygfg';f/ lji0f' s] cjtf/ 
g] b]jtfcf]+ s] cjtf/ sf] lu/tf/ s/ lnof . 

/fhf pg wfldof]+ k/ u/ht] x'P af]nf, …d]/] /fHo s] nf]uf]+ s] aLr 
d]+ /xg] sL :jLs[lt cf}/ d]/L k|hf åf/f k|bfg sL uoL e]6f]+ sf] u|x0f 
s/g] sf clwsf/ t'Dx]+ ls;g] lbof<Ú

…xdf/] efO{ O+b| g] xd]+ x'dnf e]hf yf . pGxf]+g] xL sxf yf ls xd 
x'dnf sL hgtf k/ /fh s/ ;st] x}+ .Ú

wfldof]+ g] b]vf /fhf ceL eL qmf]lwt xL yf ctM pgd]+ ;] Ps 
wfdL g] ckg] z/L/ d]+ /xg] jfn] b]jtf sL zlQm lbvfg] s] lnP d'ÝLe/ 
hf} ckg] xfy d]+ lnof cf}/ p;] sfn] r"0f{ d]+ abn lbof . 

k/+t' lji0f' sf cjtf/ xf]g] s] sf/0f jx /fhf eL ce"tk"j{ 
Ifdtfcf]+ ;] k"0f{ yf ctM p;g] eL hf} sf] ckg] vfnL xfy ;] sfn] 
r"0f{ d]+ abn lbof . 

/fhf g] u':;] d]+ Pj+ cTo+t cx+sf/ e/] :j/ d]+ bxf�t] x'P sxf, 
…t'd d'em] Og t'R5 bfFj–k]+rf]+ sL r'gf}tL b]g] sf untL ;] eL k|of; dt 
s/gf .Úc;n d]+ jx wfldof]+ s] d'v ;] ox ;'ggf rfxtf yf ls j] p; 
/fhf s] cfu] j] sdhf]/ j u'0fxLg x}+ . 

teL b";/f wfdL p7f cf}/ p;g] dlÝe/ hf} ckg] xfy d]+ p;] 
nfn r"/] d]+ abn lbof . ox b]v p; cledfgL zf;s g] eL oxL 
lsof . lkm/ cun] wfdL g] dlÝe/ ltn s] aLhf]+ sf] ckgL xy]nL d]+ eL+r 
s/ p;] /u�f cf}/ p;sL d'ÝL ;] t]n axg] nuf . /fhf ox b]vs/ 
d':s'/fof cf}/ ckgL d"F5f]+ sf] tfj b]t] x'P ckg] vfnL xfy ;] ltn s] 
bfgf]+ d]+ ;] t]n lgsfn s/ lbvfof . 
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wfdL g] Ps a�] kTy/ sf] p7fof cf}/ ckgL b}jLo zlQm ;] 
p;] w"n d]+ abn lbof k/+t' /fhf g] eL p;sL b]vf b]vL s/t] x'P 
oxL lsof . 

…a; ∕ ax't x'O{ t'Dxf/L rfn]+ ∕ t'd b]jtfcf]+ sL cfjfh xf], ox 
bfjf s/gf a+b s/f] ∕ t'Dxf/] kf; P];L sf]O{ zlQm gxL+ x} hf] d]/] kf; 
gf xf] ∕ t'Dx]+ ca Gofo sf cg'/If0f s/gf cf}/ nf]uf]+ åf/f k|bQ e]+6f]+ 
sf] u|x0f s/gf a+b s/gf k�]uf ∕Ú o] sxt] x'P h'dnf sf /fhf x'dnf 
s] wfldof]+ k/ hf]/ ;] lrNnfof . 

k/+t' wfdL ceL eL ckgL zlQmof]+ sf k|bz{g lsP hf /x] y] . 
pGxf]+g] tfFa] s] Ps a�] at{g d]+ t]n u/d s/s] p;] pafnf cf}/ pgd]+ 
;] Ps wfdL p; t]h pant] x'P t]n sf] O; k|sf/ kL uof h};] ls 
dfgf] jx ls;L 7+8L zLtn emLn sf kfgL xf] . ox b]v p; /fhf g] 
t]n s] p; u/d at{g sf] p7fof k/+t' p;] kL kfg] sf jx ;fx; gxL+ 
p7f kfof . 

clv/sf/ p; /fhf sf] ckgL k/fho :jLsf/ s/gL k�L cf}/ 
jx wfldof]+ ;] af]nf, …t'd d'em;] clws zlQmzfnL xf] ctM t'd x'dnf 
d]+ b]jf]+ sL jf0fL ags] /x ;st] xf] . Úlji0f' sf cjtf/ xf]g] s] gft] d}+ 
t'd;] a�f x"F, ctM t'Dx]+ x'dnf d]+ d]/] agfP lgodf]+ sf] ckgfgf rlxo] . 
d]/] lgodf]+ s] cg';f/ t'd cR5] j a'/] Jojxf/ s/g] jfn] JolQmof]+ sf] 
b+l8t j k'/:s[t s/f] . t'd ls;L sf] eL rf]/L, 8s}tL cf}/ Jolerf/ 
s/g] sL j wf]vfw�L s/g] sL cg'dlt gxL+ bf]u] .Ú

wfdL s] dfWod ;] b]jtf g] sxf, …xd t'd;] 5f]6] x}+ cf}/ t'd xd;] 
a�] xf] . xd nf]uf]+ sf] k|frLg lgodfg';f/ xL b+l8t j k'/:s[t s/]+u] . 
xd dfg;/f]j/ s] kljq kfgL d]+ :gfg s/]+u] cf}/ kljq s}nf; kj{t 
sL kl/qmdf s/s] p;sf ;Tsf/ s/]+u] . hf] rLh xd;] ;Da+lwt gf xf] 
p;] xd seL eL u|x0f gxL+ s/]+u] .Ú

ta ;] xd]zf s] lnP h'dnf lji0f'e"ld s] gfd ;] hfgf hftf x} 
hxfF /fhf s] lgod ckgfP hft] x}+, 

cf}/ x'dnf, hxfF wfldof]+ g] b]jtfcf]+ s] lgodf]+ sf] ckgfof p;] 
b]je"ld s] gfd ;] hfgf hftf x} hxfF b]jf]+ sf lgjf; x} . 
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Godsland: Devbhumi

Humla is at the top left corner of Nepal. To its north 
is the Ngari province in the Tibet Autonomous Region of 
China, and to its west is Uttarakhand, a state in India. The 
river Karnali originates in Tibet, flows through Humla, and 
travels south into India to join the river Ganga. Buddhists, 
Bönpos and Hindus live here. Great snowcapped peaks, 
beautiful grasslands and steep mountains are seen in Humla. 
Some people are farmers, and some are traders who have 
historically connected the plains of India to the Silk Route 
that passed through Tibet. 

Humla is rich in stories. Every village has sacred spaces 
where ancestors and gods are worshipped. The Hindus of 
Humla worship the twelve gods, namely Rampal, Haripal, 
Ghantapal, Banpal, Madhumpal, Shankhapal, Kalshilta, 
Gura, Betal, Shuklahansa, Daarhe-Mashto and Dudhe-
Mashto. Bhawani, who is their sister, is also worshipped. 
Others like Lauhasur, Lhango and Harki are nephews of the 
twelve brothers. 

Each village in Humla has shrines for various gods. 
Big villages like Simikot or Thehe may have more gods than 
other villages with fewer gods. Each god or goddess is born 
in human form as a dhami shaman. Another person trains 
to become the interlocutor dangri, who speaks the ancient 
language of the gods. The dangri translates the prayers and 
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wishes of the people for the gods, who take their dhami into 
a trance and listen to prayers. The dangri also translates the 
speech of the gods for the people of Humla.

In the time of gods, before time had become real, the 
twelve gods heard about the creation of the Mount Kailas 
and the Lake Manasarovar. They asked their eldest brother 
Indra, who was the king of the heavens, for permission to 
visit the sacred pilgrimage sites. They bathed in the holy lake 
and walked around the holy mountain and sang praises of 
the Creator. But on the way home, they were captured by the 
demon of Dangechin. The gods fought the demon’s army 
for a thousand years before defeating him. They threw his 
head many kilometers away from his body. The soil around 
Taklakot in Tibet turned red from the demon’s blood. 

The gods returned to Indra and said, ‘We have been 
hungry and thirsty for a thousand years. Give us food 
and drink!’

Indra replied, ‘Go to Humla. Protect my rule there by 
punishing evil and rewarding good deeds. So that the people 
may offer you sacrifices and a part of their harvest, bless 
them with children and cattle, or make them ill. When they 
pray to you and offer you food and drink, heal their diseases!’

This pleased the gods. They descended from heaven to 
Naumule, in Hilsa. After bathing in a holy spring with nine 
fountains, they danced into Humla to live in various villages. 
They danced and sang through their dhamis and kept the law 
of Indra. In exchange, the people of Humla sang their praise, 
offered sacrifices and grains, and promised to be good. 

A powerful king ruled over the empire of Jumla, which is 
to the south of Humla. He was the incarnation of Vishnu. He 
heard of the miracles being performed in Humla by the dhamis, 
for which the people of Humla made offerings. The half-kilo 
of rice offered to dhamis and dangris for making it possible to 
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talk to the gods also made the king angry because he believed 
that only a king could collect taxes and accept offerings.

The king became even angrier when he heard that the 
gods of Humla also rewarded good behavior and punished 
bad behavior, because justice could come only from the king. 
The gods made sure that men and women, and people of 
each caste, lived according to ancient rules. Everybody had a 
place in the hierarchy of society, which could never change, 
no matter what happened. As incarnations of the gods, the 
dhamis enforced these rules. 

So, the angry king of Jumla sent his fearsome soldiers 
to arrest the dhamis of Humla and bring them to his court. 
Or, as the dhamis of Humla say, Vishnu’s incarnation arrested 
the incarnation of the gods. 

‘Who gave you permission to live among my people? 
Who gave you the right to take offerings from my subjects?’ 
the king growled at the dhamis.

‘Our brother Indra sent us to Humla. He said we could 
rule over the people of Humla.’

When the dhamis saw that the king was still angry, one 
of them took a fistful of barley and crushed it into black 
powder to show the power of the god who lived in his body. 

But the king was also full of great power as the 
incarnation of Vishnu. He also crushed barley into black 
powder with his bare hand.

‘You dare challenge me with these simple tricks?’ the 
king roared in anger. He was proud, and he wanted the 
dhamis to say that they were weak and worthless.

Another dhami took a fistful of barley and crushed it 
into red flour. The haughty king did the same. Next, the 
dhami crushed a fistful of sesame seeds until oil flowed from 
his fist. The king laughed and twirled his moustache, and he 
also made oil from sesame with his bare fist. 
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The dhami grabbed a rock and crushed it with divine 
power into dust, but the king also did the same.

‘Enough of these tricks!’ the king of Jumla shouted at the 
dhamis from Humla. ‘You will stop claiming that you are the 
voice of the gods! You don’t have any power that I don’t have. 
You will stop accepting offerings and dispensing justice!’

But the dhamis hadn’t finished showing their strength. 
They heated oil in a large copper pot. Once the oil boiled, 
a dhami drank the hot oil like it was water from an ice-cold 
lake. The king lifted the hot pot of oil, but he didn’t have the 
courage to drink it. 

‘You do have powers greater than mine,’ the king 
finally accepted defeat. ‘You may rule in Humla as the voices 
of the gods. I am the incarnation of Vishnu. Therefore, I am 
your elder. So, you shall keep my laws in Humla. You shall 
reward good deeds and punish evil deeds according to my 
laws. You won’t allow anyone to commit adultery or theft, or 
to deceive anybody.’ 

‘You are the elder, and we are the younger,’ said the gods 
through the dhamis. ‘We shall reward and punish according to 
the ancient laws. We shall bathe in Manasarovar and pay our 
respects to Kailas by walking around the sacred mountains. 
We shall never accept anything that doesn’t belong to us.’

Forever since then, Jumla has been known as 
Vishnubhumi, where the king’s laws apply. Humla, where the 
dhamis uphold the rules of the gods, is known as Devbhumi, 
or, the land of gods.
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P]ltxfl;s sxflgof]+ d]+ xd]zf ;] xL /fhfcf]+ j zf;sf]+ sL 
n�fO{of]+ s] ljj/0f ldntf x} k/+t' O;s] cnfjf cdL/–u/La, anjfg–
sdhf]/, cf}/t j cfbdL h};] ax't ;] cf}/ eL ljifo /x]+ x}+ lhgs] af/] 
d]+ ls;L eL k|sf/ sL sf]O{ sxfgL sf ljj/0f Oltxf; d]+ k|fKt gxL+ 
xf]tf x} . k'/fgL syfcf]+ d]+ ha bf] /fhf cfk; d]+ o'4 lsof s/t] y] 
tf] ;}lgs j u|fdL0f nf]u xL xf]t] y] hf] o'4 d]+ Ps–b";/] ;] n�t] x'P 
ckgL hfg ujfF a}7t] y] k/+t' pg ;}lgsf]+ j ufFjjfnf]+ s] af/] d]+ sxL+ 
sf]O{ syf gxL+ ldntL x} . 

@)) jiff]{+ ;] eL kxn] dWo g]kfn d]+ l:yt uf]/vf ;]gf g] u�jfn 
s] ufFjf]+ k/ cfqmd0f lsof hf] ls lxdfno s] blIf0f lbzf d]+ k�tf 
x} cf}/ hxfF kx'Frg] s] lnP s}nf; ;] sO{ lbgf]+ ts k}bn ;km/ to 
s/gf k�tf x} . jxfF k/ l;/bf+u gfds Ps zf+ltk"0f{ ufFj yf lh;d]+ 
v]tL s/g] jfn] ls;fg Pj+ Jofkf/L /xt] y] . pg ;eL sf] xd]zf O; 
aft sf eo nuf /xtf yf ls gf hfg] sa pg k/ cfqmd0f xf] hfP . 
uf]/vf ;]gf jxfF cgfh j kz'cf]+ sL n"6kf6 s/tL cf}/ ufFjf]+ sf] hnf 
s] tafx s/ b]tL . O; sf/0f ;] uf]/vf ;]gf ax't xL abgfd yL . 
oxfF ts sL s'5 l;kflxof]+ sf] tf] o] ts nutf yf ls olb o'4 s/t] 
;do j] d[To' sf] k|fKt xf] hfP tf] o] pgs] lnP ;f}efUo sL aft xf]
uL . O;LlnP seL seL tf] j] O;lnP nf]uf]+ sL xTof s/ lbof s/t] 
y] tfls j] o'4 d]+ pgsf :yfg agf /x] cf}/ lh;;] o] ;+b]z hfP ls 
pGx]+ d[To' sf eo gxL+ x} . 

l;/bf+u s] /+u hflt s] nf]uf]+ d]+ ;] Ps j[4 a'l4dfg JolQm yf 
lh;s] ax't ;f/] aRr] cf}/ kf}q kf}lqofF y] lhGx]+ jx ax't k|]d s/tf 
yf cf}/ pgsL ;'/Iff s/gf rfxtf yf tfls p;sL ;+tlt cfu] rns/ 
p;s] cR5] sdf]{+ sf] ofb /v] cf}/ ckg] k"j{h sL :t'lt s/ ;s] . jx 
;f]rtf yf sL olb p;sL ;+tfg enL efFlt p;sL sLlt{ sf u'0fufg 
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s/]uL, p;sL :t'lt s/]uL tf] zfob ls;L lbg jx :jo+ b]jtf of]lg d]+ 
;lDdlnt xf] hfP cf}/ p;] b]jtfcf]+ sL t/x k"hf hfP . 

ckg] rft'o{ ;] p;] P];f cfef; x'cf sL l;/bf+u d]+ /v] xP 9]/ 
;f/] cgfh, pmg, xi6–k'i6 kz' j ltAat d]+ Jofkf/ s/g] s] kZrft 
Psq x'P l;Ssf]+ k/ uf]/vfcf]+ sL gh/ x} cf}/ j] hNbL xL l;/bf+u 
k/ cfqmd0f s/g] jfn] x}+ . 

p; j[4 JolQm g] ufFj s] nf]uf]+ sf] ;Daf]lwt s/t] x'P sxf, …uf]/
vf ;]gf cfPuL cf}/ lh; k|sf/ j] lgb{oL j q"m/ x}+ p;L k|sf/ cTolws 
nfnrL eL x}+ ctM xd]+ ckgL hfg arfg] s] lnP efu s/ pmFrL kxf�L 
k/ ag] lsn] k/ rn] hfgf rflxP .Ú ;eL ufFj jfnf]+ g] p; j[4 sL 
aft dfgt] x'P ckg] kl/jf/ j ;DklQ sf] Pslqt lsof cf}/ kf; xL 
Ps kxf�L k/ ag] lsn] sL cf]/ efu uP . 

uf]/vf ;]gf sf Ps ;]gfklt lh;sL ax't a�L bf�L yL, ckg] 
q"m/ ;}lgsf]+ s] ;fy xfy d]+ 3'dfjbf/ tnjf/ lnP j u}+8] sL vfn ;] 
ag] sjr sf] kxg] x'P l;/bf+u ufFj d]+ cfqmd0f s/g] s] lnP cfof . 
p;g] b]vf ls k"/f sf k"/f ufFj vfnL yf . ;eL 3/ k"0f{ ¿k ;] 
;fkm–;'y/] y] k/+t' pGx]+ pg 3/f]+ d]+ gf xL sf]O{ kz' ldn], gf sf]O{ :j0f{ 
cf}/ gf xL sf]O{ cgfh . teL uf]/vf ;]gfklt sf] pmFrfO{ k/ Ps lsNnf 
lbvfO{ lbof cf}/ p;] ;demt] b]/ gf nuL . pGxf]g] ;eL ;}lgsf]+ sf] n]
s/ p;g] p; lsn] sL cf]/ s"5 lsof . 

l;/bf+u ufFj s] s'5 lgz:q nf]uf]+ sL 6's�L lsn] s] afx/ ckg] 
;fy a;+t Ct' sf 7+8f j dL7f kfgL lnP a}7] x'P y] . h};] xL j] ;}
lgs pmk/ r�] pg ufFjjfnf]+ ckgL dw'/ d':sfg s] ;fy pg;] sxf, 
…t'd r�fO{ s/g] s] sf/0f sfkmL ys] x'P dfn"d xf]t] xf]Ú, cf}/ uf]/vf 
;]gf j p;s] ;]gfklt sf] kfgL lknfof . sxL+ j] ;}lgs kfgL ljz xf]
g] sf ;+b]x gf s/]+ O;lnP p; j[4 JolQm g] ;a;] kxn] :jo+ cfu] 
a�s/ jx kfgL lkof . 

lkm/ p; j[4 g] k"5f, …t'd oxfF So"F cfP xf] ;]gfklt< t'Dxf/f 
3/ zfob Ps dxLg] sL k}bn ofqf;] eL Hofbf b"/ x} . t'Dxf/L kTgL 
t'Dxf/] lnP ax't lr+ltt xf]uL ∕Ú

;]gfWoIf g] p; j[4 cfbdL sL cf]/ ;Gb]xfTds ¿k ;] b]vt] 
x'P sxf, …d}+ uf]/vf s] /fhf sf u'Ktr/ x"F . d}+g] xL p;s] /fHo sf 
lj:tf/ lsof x} cf}/ O;LlnP d}+ t'Dxf/] ufFj sf] n"6g] s] lnP cfof x"F .Ú

teL kL5] ;] Ps ;}lgs u'/f{t] x'P af]nf, …cf}/ nf]uf]+ sf] df/g] s] 
lnPÚ ;]gfklt g] p;] u':;] ;] 3"/f . jx ;}lgs gf tf] axfb'/ yf cf}/ 
gf xL a'l4dfg ctM jx zf+t xf] uof . 
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j[4 JolQm g] pg;] sxf, …o'4 s/g] sL Sof cfjZostf x} ∕ eLt/ 
cfcf], s"5 b]/ cf/fd s/ nf] . xd nf]u zf+ltlk|o nf]u x}+ cf}/ O; /
Qmkft ;] arg] s] lnP hf] eL cfk rfxf] jf] xd cfksf] b] b]+u] . xdf/] 
ufFj s] b]jf]+ sf] pTkft j pu| Jojxf/ k;+b gxL+ x} . 

o] ;'gt] xL jx ;]gfWoIf pkxf; s/g] s] 9+u ;] xF;g] nuf . 
ckgL q"m/tf l;4 s/g] s] lnP p;g] sO{ cfbdL, cf}/t j aRrf]+ sf] 
df/ 8fnf yf cf}/ sO{ ufFjf]+ sf] hnf s/ /v s/ lbof yf . jx k|;Gg 
yf ls c+t d]+ p;g] ckg] eo ;] nf]uf]+ sf] 8/f lbof yf . ckgL d"F5f]+ 
sf] 3'dft] x'P p;g] lsn] d]+ k|j]z lsof . 

unLr] j ofs s] afnf]+ ;] ag] sDanf]+ sL Ps nDaL stf/ afx/ 
la5L x'O{ yL cf}/ tfDa] s] ag] s6f]/f]+ d]+ ;] tfhf–tfhf ksfof x'cf dfF; 
cf}/ p;sL j;f sL rds afx/ emns /xL yL . jxL+ Ps sf]g] d]+ hf} 
;] agL z/fa /vL uoL yL . Ps gjo'js d':s'/ft] x'P v�f x'cf cf}/ 
dfF; j z/fa k/f];g] s] lnP cfu] a�f . 

O;;] kxn] sL ;]gfWoIf s'5 sx kftf p;s] ;eL ;}lgs gLr] 
a}7 uP cf}/ z/fa j as/] s] e"g] x'P sn]h] sf :jfb n]g] nu] . j] 
v"a r6vf/] n] n]s/ vf /x] y] oxfF ts ls vft] ;do pgs] d'v 
;] nf/ eL 6ks /xL yL . 

ox ;a b]vs/ ;]gfklt g] sxf, …7Ls x} ∕ 7Ls x} ∕ Hofbf dt 
vfgf So"Fls ceL xd]+ Og ufFjjfnf]+ sf] n"6gf eL x} .’ 

nfnrL uf]/vf cfjfh s/t] x'P hNbL hNbL vfgf lgung] nu] . 
dfF; sL j;f s] lgzfg pgsL d"F5f]+ k/ eL nu uP, pgsL bf�L ;] 
z/fa 6ksg] nuL cf}/ hNbL xL j] ;eL gz] d]+ w'Q xf] uP .

;]gfklt sf Ps ;xfos yf]�f 6xn s/ cfg] sf axfgf agft] 
x'P b/jfh] ts kx'Fr uof . j[4 a'l4dfg JolQm sf] cfef; x'cf ls 
;]gfklt sf] ox dfn"d k�g] nuf x} ls jx pg uf]/vfcf]+ sf] a]
js"km agf /xf x} ctM jx rf]/L–l5k] b/jfh] s] kL5] c+w]/] d]+ hfs/ 
5'k uof . 

cf}/ jx ;xfos hf] :jo+ ;"rgf b]g] s] p2]Zo ;] b/jfh] ts 
6xng] uof yf, z/fa kLg] s] sf/0f Ps t/km em's uof yf cf}/ 
p;s] ;f]rg] sL zlQm eL wLdL k� uoL yL . h};] xL jx uf]/vfcf]+ sL 
cfFvf]+ ;] cf]emn x'cf b/jfh] s] kL5] l5k] j[4 JolQm g] ckg] Ps xfy 
;] p; ;xfos sL ub{g ks�L cf}/ b";/] xfy ;] sd/ sf] hs�f . 
p;g] uf]/vf ;]gfklt s] p; ;xfos sf] xjf d]+ p5fnf cf}/ xjf d]+ 
xL 3'dft] x'P p;] Ps ;LwL r§fg s] pmk/ km]+s lbof hxfF ;] jx 
c+w]/] d]+ sxL+ p� uof . 
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eLt/ ;]gfWoIf ckg] ;xfos s] nf}6g] sL k|tLIff s/ /xf yf . 
k|tLIff s/t]–s/t] jx b";/f s6f]/f dfF; eL r6 s/ uof cf}/ z/fa sf 
b";/f lunf; eL kL uof cf}/ c+t d]+ b";/] ;xfos s] sfg d]+ km';km';ft] 
x'P p;] afx/ hfs/ ktf nufg] s] lnP cfb]z lbof . 

rt'/ j[4 JolQm g] p; b";/] ;xfos sf] eL ub{g cf}/ sd/ ;] 
ks�t] x'P p;] xjf d]+ 3'dft] x'P r§fg s] pmk/ km]+sf hxfF ;] jx eL 
c+w]/] d]+ p�tf rnf uof . O;L k|sf/ x/ kfFr–b; ldg6 d]+ sf]O{ Ps 
uf]/vf ;}lgs cftf cf}/ jx j[4 JolQm k|To]s ;}lgs sf] O; k|sf/ 
df/ km]+stf ls j] c+w]/] d]+ p�t] rn] hft] . 

c+ttM uf]/vf ;]gf s] ;]gfklt g] dWo/flq d]+ lsn] s] eLt/ r'ks] 
;] emfFs s/ b]vf tf] p;g] kfof ls p;s] ;a;] a]xt/Lg ;}lgs jxfF 
;] ufoa xf] r's] x}+ . hf] z]if ar] y] j] s'5 b'a{n j gz] d]+ w'Q y] 
cf}/ s'5 tf] pgs] ;]gfklt sL xL efFlt sfo/ xL y] . jxfF k/ uf]/
vf ;}lgsf]+ sL t'ngf d]+ /+u hftL s] nf]uf]+ sL ;+Vof clws yL . ha 
uf]/vf ;]gfWoIf sf] ox ;dem cfof ls ls; k|sf/ l;/bf+u ufFj s] 
zf+ltlk|o j d]xdfg gjfh ufFjjfnf]+ g] ckg] rft'o{ ;] p;] k/flht s/ 
lbof x}, jx jxfF ;] efu lgsng] s] lnP b/jfh] sL cf]/ bf}�f k/+t' 
jx OtgL tLj|tf ;] p5nf ls ;Lw] xL b/jfh] ;] afx/ cfsfz s] c+w]/] 
d]+ sxL+ afx/ p� uof . p; j[4 rt'/ JolQm sf] p;] afx/ km]+sg] sL 
cfjZostf xL gxL+ k�L . 

l;/bf+u s] gLr] sL cf]/ jfnL 3f6L d]+ ax't c+wsf/ yf cf}/ jxfF 
uf]/vfnL ;}lgs ceL eL cfsfz d]+ uf]n–uf]n p� /x] y] . k"/L /ft j] 
cfwf/ d]+ p�t] x'P Ps b";/] ;] 6s/ft] /x] cf}/ ;"of]{bo s] ;do pgs] 
z/L/ s] ljleGg c+u, bf�L, bfFt, k]6 j pgs] xlyof/f]+ s] em'+8 e"ld k/ 
lu/g] nu] . j] O; k|sf/ u'R5] d]+ a+lwt y] ls kxn] pGxf]+g] g] Ps b";/] 
sf] ;'nemfof cf}/ lkm/ jxfF l:yt ;eL ;}lgsf]+ sL lugtL sL . pGxf]+g] 
pmk/ kj{t k/ l:yt l;/bf+u ufFj sL cf]/ b]vf cf}/ eo ;] sfFkg] nu] . 

;]gfklt sf kxnf ;xfos g] wLdL cfjfh d]+ sxf, …jx z/fa 
ax't cR5L yL .Ú jx ;a;] nDa] ;do ts cfsfz d]+ uf]n–uf]n 3"dtf 
/xf yf . ctM p;sL bf�L s] afn k"jL{ l;/bf+u ;] ax't b"/ p;s] ufFj 
uf]/vf sL lbzf sL cf]/ d'� uP y] . 

…dfF; eL ax't :jflbi6 yf, Úuf]/vf ;]gfWoIf g] cTo+t b'Mv s] 
;fy sxf So"Fls p;;] p;sf Ps bf]:t la5� uof yf cf}/ p;s] afb 
zd{ ;] l;/ em'sft] x'P j] ;eL l;/bf+u ;] rn] uP . 

pgs] hfg] s] afb l;/bf+u s] ufFjjfnf]+ g] p; j[4 JolQm sf] 
ax't Kof/ ;] ef]hg k|:t't lsof cf}/ p;] ;Ddflgt s/g] s] lnP p;] 
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Ps ;km]b ku�L kxgfoL . p;g] ckgL rt'/tf ;] /Qmkft sf] /f]sf yf, 
afx/ jfnf]+ s] ;dIf ckgL d]xdfg gjfhL s] st{Jo sf kfng s/g] s] 
lnP jx ;Ddflgt x'cf cf}/ uf]/vfcf]+ sf] p�f–p�f s/ afx/ km]+s b]
g] s] sf/0f p;] axfb'/ xf]g] sf uf}/j k|fKt x'cf . cfh eL p;s] j+z 
s] nf]u p;sf ;Ddfg s/t] x}+ cf}/ olb clws ;] clws nf]u p;sL 
a'l4dfgL Pj+ rft'o{ sL k|;+zf j p;sf cfb/ s/]+u] tf] Sof ktf ls;L 
lbg jx b]jtfcf]+ sL >]0fL d]+ ;lDdlnt xf] hfo] . 
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The Clever Ancestor

Until recently, history spoke only of kings and their 
wars instead of recording the stories of everyone, rich and 
poor, strong and weak, man and woman. In older histories, 
when two kings fought, the soldiers and villagers were 
forgotten. But it was the villagers and soldiers who fought 
and lost their lives.

More than two hundred years ago, an army from 
Gorkha, in central Nepal, attacked villages in Garhwal, 
which is many days’ walk from Kailas, due south of the 
Himalayas. There, farmers and traders of a peaceful village 
called Sirdang were worried about being attacked. The 
Gorkhas had a bad reputation: they would loot the grains 
and cattle and burn down villages. Some soldiers even 
believed that dying in battle was a good idea. They would 
kill unnecessarily just to remind themselves that they were 
not afraid to die. 

Among the Rung people of Sirdang was a wise old man 
with many children and grandchildren whom he loved. He 
wanted to protect his family so that they would remember his 
good deeds and praise him as their ancestor. If enough of his 
progeny praised him, he might even become a god someday!

Through his wisdom, he realized that the Gorkhas 
would attack Sirdang for the abundant grains, fine wool, fat 
cattle and coins gathered through trade in Tibet. 
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‘We must flee to the hilltop fort to survive,’ the old man 
told the villagers. ‘The Gorkhas will come, and their greed is 
as vast as their cruelty is deep.’ The villagers collected their 
wealth and families, and fled to a fort at the top of a nearby hill.

A bearded Gorkha commander, carrying a curved 
sword and a round rhinoceros-skin shield, marched into 
Sirdang with his cruel soldiers. The village was empty. 
Although the houses were pretty and clean, there was no 
grain, gold or cattle in them. The commander saw the fort 
on top of the hill and took his men there.

A group of unarmed men from Sirdang waited outside 
the fort with cool, sweet water from a nearby spring. ‘You 
must be tired after climbing up,’ they said with kind smiles 
on their faces, and offered water to the commander and his 
soldiers. The wise old man drank the water first to show the 
Gorkhas that they didn’t need to fear being poisoned.

‘Why have you come here, commander?’ the old man 
asked. ‘Your home is a month’s walk away, perhaps more. 
Your wife must be worried!’

The commander looked at the old man with suspicion. 
‘I am the emissary of the king of Gorkha. I expand his 
empire, and am here to loot and pillage your village.’

‘And kill,’ a soldier growled, but became quiet when the 
commander glared at him. This soldier wasn’t very intelligent 
or brave. 

‘There is no need for war!’ the old man said. ‘Come 
inside. Rest for a while. We are a peace-loving people. We’ll 
gladly give you what you need if we can avoid bloodshed. 
The gods of our village dislike violence.’

The commander grinned. He had burned many 
villages and killed many men, women and children to build 
a reputation for cruelty. Finally, somebody was afraid of him. 
He twirled his moustache and entered the fort.
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A long line of mats and yak-hair blankets had been laid 
out. Freshly cooked meat glistening with fat waited in copper 
bowls. Large pots of millet beer sat in a corner. Smiling 
young men stood ready to serve meat and beer.

Before the commander could say anything, his soldiers 
sat down and quickly took a sip of beer or bit into a nice piece 
of roasted goat liver. They smacked their lips and salivated.

‘Alright, alright!’ the commander said. ‘Don’t drink too 
much, because we still have to loot and plunder.’

The greedy Gorkhas started gobbling down the food. 
The fat from the meat stained their moustaches and beer 
dribbled down their beards. Soon, they became drunk.

From a secret door in the back of the fort, the Rung 
people of Sirdang were quietly escaping one by one. The 
elderly and the children went first, followed by young men 
and women. When the wives started leaving, their heavy 
necklaces of silver and gold coins jangled and alerted the 
Gorkha commander. He leapt up from his seat and rushed 
to the door.

‘Where is everyone going?’ he shouted.
The wise old man said politely, ‘Your appetite is 

large, and your men are still thirsty. My people must show 
hospitality to their guests. Please go back and enjoy the meat 
and beer!’

The commander realized that the wise old man was 
fooling him. He pretended to go back and sit with his men. 
He picked up his bowl of beer and whispered into it just 
loud enough for his trusted assistant to hear, ‘Pretend to go 
outside for a walk and see where everybody is fleeing.’ 

His assistant pretended he was going for a walk and went 
towards the gate. Now, the wise old man realized that the 
commander suspected that he was trying to fool the Gorkhas. 
He sneaked to the outside of the door and hid in the dark. 
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And, as alert as the assistant may have wanted to be, 
the beer in his belly made him sway a little and think a bit 
slower. Once he was out of sight of the Gorkhas, the wise 
old man grabbed the assistant with one hand on his neck 
and another by his waist and flung him into the air, spinning 
away and over a cliff into the darkness.

Inside, the commander waited for his assistant to 
return. He ate another bowl of meat and drank another bowl 
of beer, and finally whispered to another assistant to go 
outside and check.

The old man grabbed the second assistant by the neck 
and waist and spun him away over a cliff, sending him flying 
into the dark. A Gorkha soldier came out every five or ten 
minutes. The old man grabbed each one and sent him flying 
into the dark.

Finally, just around midnight, the Gorkha commander 
looked around the room and saw that his best soldiers had 
disappeared. There were more Rung men around than 
Gorkhas. The remaining soldiers were feeble and cowardly, 
just like the commander. When he realized how the peace-
loving and hospitable villagers of Sirdang had cunningly 
defeated him, the Gorkha commander ran towards the door 
and jumped with so much force that he sailed right into the 
dark sky. The old man didn’t have to throw him over the 
cliff at all.

There, in the darkness of the valley below Sirdang, the 
Gorkha soldiers were still spinning and flying in the air. All 
through the night, they bumped into each other in midair. 
Slowly, by sunrise, they fell to the valley as a single clump 
of limbs, beards, teeth, swords and bellies. They untangled 
themselves and counted each other to make sure everybody 
was present. They looked up the hill at the beautiful village 
of Sirdang and shivered with fright.
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‘The beer was good,’ the first assistant said in a quiet 
voice. He had been spinning in the air for the longest, so his 
beard and hair now pointed straight towards his home in 
Gorkha, far to the east of Sirdang.

‘The meat was good, too,’ said the Gorkha commander 
sadly, as if he had lost a dear friend. Then, heads hanging in 
shame, they walked away from Sirdang.

The villagers in Sirdang served the wise old man 
with delicious food, put a fresh white turban on his head 
and praised him. He had been wise to avoid bloodshed, 
honorable in doing his duty of hospitality towards outsiders, 
and brave in spinning and throwing away the Gorkhas. He 
is praised even today by his progeny. If more people praise 
his wisdom, cunning, and honor, who knows, he may even 
become a god!
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kß;+ej cf}/ b}To zfAbfu

ax't ;do kxn] ha s]jn sxflgof]+ s] cfwf/ k/ xL ;do sf 
cg'dfg nuf kfgf ;Dej yf So"Fls p; o'u s] cl:tTj s] ;eL k|df0f 
gi6 xf] r's] y], p; ;do g]kfn s] x'dnf lhn] d]+ l:yt afVof{ª, 
Gof]gb|fª cf}/ b|fª;f]b s] nf]u Ps zfAbfu gfds b}To s] cft+s d]+ 
/xf s/t] y] . p;sL pkl:ylt ;] jxfF s] h+unf]+ s] cf;kf; s] ;eL 
d}bfg k|]taflwt y] lh;] dL ;f]n ;f cyjf dfgj–aln :yn s] gfd 
;] hfgf hftf yf . 

p; b}To s] kf; ax't ;f/L rdTsfl/s zlQmofF yL+ Pj+ p;] ;bf 
xL nf]uf]+ sL kL8fPF cTo+t n'eftL yL+ So"Fls p;s] cg';f/ oxL ;+;f/ sL 
c;n k|s[lt Pj+ :jefj yf . p;g] lstg] xL 3/f]+ sf] lkqxLg aRr] j 
lgM;Gtfg dftfcf]+ s] ¿bg ;] e/ lbof yf . go] aLhf]+ sL a'cfO{ s] df};d 
s] ;do jx jiff{ sf] /f]s b]tf tfls ufFjjfn] p;s] cfu] kfgL s] lnP eLv 
dfFu]+ cf}/ ha pmjf u]x"F sL km;n kl/kSj xf]tL tf] jx d";nfwf/ afl/z 
j cf]nf–j[li6 sf] nfs/ km;nf]+ sf] gi6 s/ b]tf . seL seL jx ofs 
j e]�f]+ sL 6fFu]+ tf]� b]tf cf}/ O;;] eL b'i6t/ jx pg kz'cf]+ sf] df/ 
8fntf cf}/ ufFj jfn] ckg] dj]lzof]+ sf] uFjf a}7t] . lh; e]� sf lgwg 
ls;L b'3{6gf jz x'cf xf] jx lkm/ eL pmgL sk�] s] lnP cyjf uf]Zt 
s] ¿k d]+ k|of]u sL hf ;stL x} k/+t' lh; k|sf/ jx b}To pg e]�f]+ sL 
xTof s/ b]tf yf jx ;r d]+ Åbo sf] kL8f b]g] jfnf g's;fg xf]tf yf . 

kmntM b}To zfAbfu sf] v'z s/g] s] lnP ufFjjfn] k|To]s jif{ Ps 
cf7 jif{ s] afns sf] 3f; s] d}bfgf]+ d]+ 5f]� cft] tfls b}To zfAbfu 
p;] ckgf cfxf/ agf n] p;s] kZrft 8/ s] sf/0f tLj|tf ;] ckg] 
3/f]+ d]+ hfs/ 5'k hft] . zfAbfu ;a;] kxn] p; aRr] s] kfFj s] k+h] 
raftf lkm/ k}/ cf}/ p;s] afb c+u'lnofF, xy]lnofF, afh'PF tyf c+t d]+ 
k]6 sf] raftf . eo s] sf/0f ufFj jfn] k|of; s/t] ls pGx]+ xl•of]+ 
s] 6"6g] sL j xf�–dfF; s] rL/] hfg] sL cfjfh gf ;'gfO{ k�] . aRr] 
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sL cfFvf]+ sf] Ps–Ps s/s] r";g] ;] kxn] jx b}To p; aRr] s] sfgf]+ 
sf] raf 8fntf . h};] xL jx b}To ckgf cfxf/ lgung] Pj+ ;'�sg] sL 
cfjfh s/tf, afns sL rLv]+ j ;eL s'5 crfgs ;] zf+t xf] hftf . 
ckg] lsP uP s[To s] sf/0f ufFj jfn] Ps ef/L ck/fw af]w ;] u|l;t 
y] Pj+ :jo+ sf] ax't a�f ck/fwL dfgt] y] . 

O; eofgs cft+s s] xhf/ jif{ cf}/ zfob xhf/f]+–xhf/f]+ jiff]{+ 
afb Ps Clif kß;+ej lhGx]+ u'? l/+kf]r] eL sxf hftf x}, a/vf+u d]+ 
k|s6 x'P . ckg] ;fy j] km"jf{ gfds s6f/ /vt] y] lh;;] pGxf]+g] 
c1fgtf sf gfz lsof yf Pj+ ltAat sL cf]/ ofqf s/t] ;do ckg] 
jf; s] lnP c+w]/f]+ sf] b"/ eufof yf . pGxf]g] kxn] ;] xL a/vf+u s] 
Ps :yfg k/ ckgL k|a'4tf s] /x:o sf] efFk /vf yf hxfF j] ceL 
v�] x'P y] . cun] If0f xf]g] jfnL 36gf cyjf cun] 3+6] cf}/ cun] 
lbg xf]g] jfnL 36gf sf pGx]+ kxn] ;] xL ktf yf . ctM ckg] c+t/dg 
;] p7g] jfn] k|Zgf]+ sf] j] :jo+ d]+ xL phfu/ xf]g] b]t] cf}/ ckg] :jo+ 
s] åf/f xL p;] cleJoQm s/t] . 

…bfbL ∕ d'em] ax't Kof; nuL x} . Sof d'em] kLg] s] lnP kfgL 
ldn ;stf x}<

3/ s] eLt/ ;] Ps j[4 bfbL sf IfL0f :j/ d]+ pQ/ cfof, …kf]t] ∕ 
b/jfh] k/ /vL r'h'd afN6L ;] kfgL n] nf] . Ps b}To g] d'em;] d]/f 
dfg'lios cfsf/ 5Lg lnof x} cf}/ ls;L s] ;dIf cfg] d]+ d'em] ax't 
nHhf cftL x} .Ú 

n]lsg kbd;+ej g] kxn] ;] xL ckgL b"/blz{tf ;] ox b]v /vf 
yf ctM j] d':s'/fP cf}/ lzi6tf k"j{s af]n], …sf]O{ aft gxL+, bfbL ∕ 
d'em] 3/ s] c+b/ cfg] sL cf1f bf] cf}/ zfob d}+ s'5 dbb s/ ;s"F .Ú 
oBlk p; j[4 bfbL g] cfklQ lbvfO{ k/+t' p; wfld{s ;+t g] :jo+ sf] 
eLt/ k|j]z s/g] s] lnP p; j[4f sf] /fhL s/ lnof . 

3/ s] eLt/ c+w]/] d]+ jx j[4 bfbL 7+8] k� r's] r"Nx] s] kf; 
e]� sL vfn ;] ag] sfnLg k/ n]6L x'O{ yL . p;s] nDa] afn y] hf] 
pnem] x'P y] cf}/ ;kf]{+ sL s'+8nL sL t/x k|tLt xf]t] y] . ha kß;+ej 
g] Wofg ;] ghbLs hfs/ b]vf tf] kfof ls j] afn ls;L dfgj gxL+ 
clkt' ls;L cGo hLj ;] ;Da+lwt y] . afnf]+ s] jhg g] p; j[4f 
sf] bafof x'cf yf cf}/ c+w]/] d]+ j] lbvfO{ gxL+ k�t] y] . ls;L t/x 
kß;+ej s] xfyf] d]+ afnf]+ sL Ps n� cf uoL cf}/ p;] 3'dft] x'P j] 
p;sL u]+b agfg] nu] . 

p; ;do kß;+ej tLgf]+ afVof{ª, Gof]gb|fª j b|fª;f]b s] ufjf]+ 
s] bh{gf]+ leGg 3/f]+ d]+ v�] x'P y] cf}/ k|To]s 3/ ;] j] p; hfb'O{ 
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afn sf] lh;g] nf]uf]+ sf] baf s/ /vf x'cf yf Pj+ lh;g] nf]uf]+ sL 
dfgjLo cfs[ltofF ufoa s/ bL yL+, p;] vL+r s/ uf]n–uf]n 3"dfg] 
nu] . k|To]s 3/ d]+ p; afn sf kL5f s/t]–s/t] kß;+ej g] glbof]+ 
sf] kf/ lsof Pj+ pmFrL–pmFrL rf]l6of]+ k/ r9fO{ sL . ckg] k}/ s] cun] 
efuf]+ sf] df]�–df]� s/ sfF6]bf/ emfl�of]+ ;] u'h/t] x'P Pj+ kj{tf]+ s] aLr 
s] ;Fs/] efuf]+ d]+ p�] . pGxf]+g] b]vf ls seL–seL hdLg ux/] v/f{6f]+ 
;] lxn hftL yL lh;sf kL5f s/t] x'P j] c+ttM n"Fukm'+u kx'Fr uP 
hf] ls kxf�f]+ s] aLr sL Ps 5f]6L ;L 3f6L x} hxfF pGx]+ jx ljzfn 
b}To zfAbfu lbvfO{ lbof . jxfF jf] ckg] :jo+ s] pnem] afnf]+ sL n6f]+ 
sL r6fO{ s] pmk/ n]tf x'cf yf cf}/ p;L s] ag] sDan s] gLr] ;f] 
uof . p;] :jKg d]+ v"a ;f/f /Qm j dfF; lbvfO{ lbof, cft+s sL v"a 
;f/L rLv k'sf/]+ p;s] c+b/ cfg+b huf /xL yL+ . 

kß;+ej 5nfFu nuf s/ zfAbfu s] l;/ k/ s"b] cf}/ ckgL 
s6f/ ;] p; b}To s] l;/ k/ /vt] x'P lrNnfP, …x] zflkt k|f0fL ∕ 
hfu ∕ af]w k|flKt s] lnP hfu ∕Ú

kß;+ej sL k|ltef Pj+ an g] zfAbfu sf] qmf]w ;] e/ lbof . 
p;g] ckg] rf}�] ha�] km}nfP cf}/ kß;+ej sf] lgun uof . 

kß;+ej g] zfAbfu s] k]6 sf] rL/ lbof cf}/ p;sL 5ftL k/ r9 
uP hxfF bf] n�fs" ;fF8 lhtg] a�] cfsf/ sf Åbo qmf]w d]+ w�s /xf 
yf . kß;+ej g] p;s] Åbo sf] ks8s/ d/f]� lbof . lh;s] kZrft 
zfAbfu l;km{ tLg ;f} ljBfyL{ sL Ifdtf jfn] d7 ;] eL a�] km]km�f]+ s] 
åf/f xL ;fF; n] kf /xf yf . kß;+ej g] kxn] p;s] Ps km]km�] sf] 
lgrf]� 8fnf lkm/ b";/] sf] tTkZrft p;s] u'b]{, KnLxf lgbf]{if lhu/ j 
e"vL cfFtf]+ sf] tf]�–d/f]� lbof . 

zfAbfu bb{ ;] bxf� df/g] nuf . ckg] bb{ ;] d'lQm kfg] s] lnP 
jx 3'6gf]+ s] an gLr] em'sf cf}/ kxn] p;g] k"/L gbL sf] lkof lkm/ Ps 
a�L emLn sf] lkof . p;g] kß;+ej s] k]6 sf] ckg] bfFt ;] s'rng] 
sf k|of; lsof k/+t' kß;+ej nuftf/ ckgL s6f/ ;] p;s] c+uf]+ k/ 
k|xf/ s/t] /x] . b}To zfAbfu g] cfj]u d]+ Ps pmFr] 3f; s] d}bfg sf] 
v/f]+r 8fnf cf}/ Ps kxf�L 9fn sf] 5f]6]–5f]6] 6's�f]+ d]+ ljeflht s/ 
lbof . lznfv+8 j r§fg]+ axtL x'O{ 3f6L d]+ gLr] sL cf]/ lu/g] nuL+ . 
bb{ s] sf/0f jx ljs[t xf] uof yf Pj+ p;L kL�f d]+ p;g] Ps k"/] 
h+un sf] gi6 s/ lbof k/+t' j] /x:odoL ;+t p; b}To s] k]6 s] 
eLt/ ;] eL hf]/–hf]/ ;] xF; /x] y] lh;s] sf/0f zfAbfu sf] cf}/ eL 
clws kL�f xf] /xL yL . 

ckg] b'Zdg kß;+ej sf] a]xf]z s/s] df/ b]g] s] lnP zfAbfu g] 
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rL� s] h+un sf] Pj+ a�] lznfv+8f]+ lgun lnof k/+t' kß;+ej g] pg 
lznfv+8f]+ sf] Jojl:yt s/s] p;;] Ps e§L agfoL cf}/ p;d]+ rL� 
sL nsl�of]+ sf] hnf lbof . nsl�of]+ s] sf/0f agL cfu sL nk6f]+ 
sL jhx ;] p; b}To sf] cf}/ eL clws c;xgLo bb{ xf]g] nuf . 

p;g] bxf�t] x'P sxf, …sf}g xf] t'd< cf}/ t'd Sof rfxt] xf]<Ú
…d}+ k|sfz sf] k|s6 s/g] jfnf cf}/ c+w]/] sf] lgisfl;t s/g] 

jfnf x"F . d]/f gfd kß;Dej x} . olb t'd d'em] jrg bf] ls t'd caf]w 
aRrf]+ sf] vfgf Pj+ Og ufFjf]+ s] nf]uf]+ sf] k/]zfg s/gf a+b s/ bf]u] 
tf] d}+ t'Dx]+ O; bb{ ;] d'Qm s/ b"Fuf .Ú

zfAbfu g] s/fxt] x'P sxf, …gxL+, gxL+, gxL+ ∕ ox d]/f If]q x} cf}/ 
oxL xdf/L k/Dk/f x} . d]/] nf]uf]+ åf/f bL uoL alnof]+ cf}/ Og eoeLt 
k'sf/f]+ s] cltl/Qm d]/f sf]O{ cl:tTj gxL+ x} . 

kß;+ej g] sxf, …/Qm s] abn] nf]uf]+ åf/f b"w :jLsf/ s/f], dfF; 
s] abn] nf]uf]+ åf/f clk{t lsof uof cgfh :jLsf/f] . t'Dxf/] eo ;] gxL+ 
clkt' t'Dxf/] k|lt cfb/ j cg's+kf k"0f{ efj ;] nf]u t'Dxf/] ;fy /x]+ .Ú

c;xgLo kL�f ;] s/fxt] x'P Pj+ k/flht xf]s/ c+ttM zfAbfu 
;xdt xf] uof . teL kß;+ej p; b}To s] d'v ;] afx/ p� cfP Pj+ 
ckg] rdTsf/ ;] p;s] eLt/ s] 3fjf]+ sf] e/ s] p;] :j:y s/ lbof 
lh;;] p;sf bb{ ufoa xf] uof . lhg afnf]+ g] ;eL ufFj jfnf]+ sf] 
ckg] gLr] bafof x'cf yf Pj+ ckgf u'nfd agfof x'cf yf, j] eL ufoa 
xf] uP y] cf}/ ;eL nf]u O; kL�f ;] d'Qm xf] uP y] . 

zfAbfu g] k|lt1f s/t] x'P kß;+ej ;] sxf, …ca d}+ ckg] nf]uf]+ 
sf], ps] aRrf]+ j dj]lzof]+ Pj+ pgsL km;nf]+ ls;L sf] seL eL g's;fg 
gxL+ kx'Frfpm+uf cf}/ ;bf pgsL ;'/Iff s/+uf . 

O;s] abn] d]+ kß;+ej g] p;] cfzLjf{b b]t] x'P sxf, …csfn j 
;"v] sf] ;dfKt s/g] s] lnP jiff{ s/f], v]tf]+ d]+ k|r'/ dfqf d]+ k}bfjf/ xf] 
cf}/ lgM;+tfg nf]uf]+ sf] ;+tfg k|flKt sf cfzLjf{b bf] . ox e"ld t'Dxf/L 
x} ctM O;s] ;+/If0f sf pQ/bfloTj eL t'Dxf/f xL xf] ∕Ú

O; k|sf/ jx lgb{oL b}To zfAbfu sf ;+t kß;+ej s] åf/f p4f/ 
xf] uof So"Fls Ps b}To eL k|e'4tf sf] k|fKt s/g] sL Ifdtf /vtf 
x} . ca zfAbfu /Qm s] ahfo b"w sf cfxf/ s/tf yf Pj+ cf7 jifL{o 
afns s] dfF; s] abn] cf6f lh;] b|f+Uof sxf hftf x}, :jLsf/ s/tf 
yf . O;L s] ;fy bb{ j b'ef{Uo ;dfKt x'cf Pj+ rf/f]+ cf]/ ;DkGgtf j 
cfg+b km}n uof . sO{ ztflAbof]+ kZrft zfAbfu–e"ld sf :jfdL–;Ddfg 
k"j{s lemabu l/+kf]r] s] gfd ;] hfgf hfg] nuf hf] p; e"ld s] Ps 
lk|o b]j x}+ cf}/ nf]u cfh eL cfb/ k"j{s pgsL cf/fwgf s/t] x}+ .
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The Hungry Ogre

So long ago in the past that only in stories can we 
imagine the time, the people of Barkhyang, Nyiondrang and 
Drangshod in Humla of Nepal lived in terror of an ogre 
called Shabdag. He haunted the forests around the meadow 
called the Mi Sol Sa, or the human-sacrifice site. 

The ogre had magical powers and a great greed for 
the suffering of people because he thought that was the 
true nature of the world. He filled homes with the cries of 
fatherless children and childless mothers. He stopped the 
rains and forced the villagers to beg him for water during 
the season to sow new seeds. He destroyed crops by bringing 
hailstorms when the ears of the uwa wheat ripened. He broke 
the legs of yaks and sheep, or worse, he made them disappear. 
A sheep that dies in an accident can be fleeced and butchered, 
but a sheep that is lost is truly a heartbreaking loss. 

Therefore, to keep Shabdag happy, the villagers brought an 
eight-year-old boy each year to the meadow and left him to be 
eaten by Shabdag. Then they hurried to their homes to hide in 
fear. Shabdag ate first the feet, then the legs, the fingers, palms, 
arms and the stomach of the boy. The villagers tried not to listen 
to the crunch of bones and the tearing of flesh. Shabdag chewed 
off the boy’s ears before sucking out his eyes one by one. But only 
after he slurped and swallowed the boy’s screams did everything 
became quiet, then the villagers felt a heavy guilt oppress them.
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After a thousand years of this terror, or maybe even 
a thousand such thousand years, the sage Padmasambhava, 
also called Guru Rinpoche, found himself in Barkhang. 
He carried his phurva dagger with which he had destroyed 
ignorance and expelled darkness from many other 
settlements on his journey towards Tibet. The enlightened 
mystic had already seen himself in Barkhang in an earlier 
vision, standing exactly at the spot where he stood now. He 
knew what would happen in the next moment, and in the 
next hour and the next day. So he let the question form itself 
and be expressed through him:

‘Grandma! I am thirsty. May I have water?’
From inside the house came an old grandmother’s feeble 

reply, ‘Grandson! Pour yourself some water from the chuzum 
bucket by the door. My human shape has been taken away by 
an ogre, and I am too ashamed to show myself to anybody.’ 

But Padmasambhava had also seen this in his vision, so 
he smiled and said gently, ‘No matter, grandma! Let me come 
inside and see if I can help.’ And, although the old grandmother 
protested, the mystic convinced her to invite him inside. 

In the gloom of the house the grandmother lay on a 
sheepskin rug by a hearth that had gone cold. Her hair was 
long and matted and alive, like a coil of serpents. When 
Padmasambhava looked closely, he saw that the hair belonged 
to another creature. The hair strangled the grandmother, 
and swept away into the darkness. Padmasambhava caught 
hold of one strand of hair and started rolling it into a ball.

Or, at that very moment, Padmasambhava was 
standing in a dozen different houses in the three villages 
of Barkhyang, Nyiondrang and Drangshod, and from each 
house he was rolling the magical hair that strangled people 
and took away their human forms. Following the hair from 
each house, Padmasambhava crossed rivers and climbed 
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over cliffs, scraped his shins on thorny scrubs and flew over 
deep gorges. He saw the ground shake subtly with deep 
snores and followed the sound to finally reach Lungphung, 
a small valley in the inner mountains where he saw the giant 
ogre Shabdag. He lay on a large mat of his own coiled and 
matted hair, and he slept under a blanket of his own coiled 
and matted hair, and dreamed of more blood and flesh, more 
screams of terror to bring him joy. 

 Padmasambhava leapt onto Shabdag’s head, brought 
down his dagger on the ogre’s head and shouted, ‘Wake up, 
you cursed creature! Wake up to the light!’

The force and brilliance of the dagger made Shabdag 
jump up in anger. He opened his jaws wide and swallowed 
Padmasambhava. 

Padmasambhava tore through Shabdag’s stomach and 
climbed to his chest where a heart as large as two fighting 
bulls was beating angrily. He grabbed the heart and twisted 
it. Shabdag breathed through a pair of lungs larger than a 
monastery with three hundred students. Padmasambhava 
first squeezed one lung, then the other. He twisted the kidneys 
and spleen, the blameless liver and the hungry intestines. 

Shabdag roared in pain. He knelt and drank first 
a stream, then a lake, and then a large river to take away 
the pain. But Padmasambhava kept jabbing at the ogre’s 
organs with his dagger. Shabdag desperately scratched 
at a high meadow, making the mountainside crumble. 
Boulders and rocks rained into the valley below. He tried 
to crunch Padmasambhava in his belly. He writhed in pain 
and destroyed a forest. But the mystic in his stomach only 
laughed louder and louder.

Shabdag swallowed a forest of pines to knock 
Padmasambhava unconscious, and he swallowed large 
boulders to crush his enemy. Padmasambhava arranged the 
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boulders into a stove and lit pine logs to build a large fire.
‘Who are you?’ Shabdag roared. ‘What do you want?’
‘I am Padmasambhava, the bringer of light and expeller 

of darkness. I will take your pain away if you promise to stop 
eating innocent children and stop troubling the people of 
these villages.’

‘No, no, no!’ Shabdag whined. ‘This is my land, and 
these are our traditions. I am nothing without the offerings 
and terrified praises from my people.’

‘Let them offer you milk instead of blood, and grains 
instead of flesh. Let them live with compassion and respect 
for you instead of fear,’ Padmasambhava said. Defeated 
and suffering unimaginable pain, Shabdag finally agreed. 
Padmasambhava flew out from his mouth and healed him 
from the inside, so that the pain disappeared. The hair that 
had strangled the villagers and kept them enslaved also 
disappeared and the villagers were liberated.

‘I promise to never bring suffering to my people and 
forever protect them, their children and cattle, and their 
crops,’ Shabdag promised. 

In exchange, Padmasambhava blessed him, ‘Bring rain 
to end droughts, bless the fields with plentiful harvests, and 
grant children to the childless. Live as the protector of these 
lands!’

In this manner, the ferocious ogre Shabdag was tamed 
by the mystic Padmasambhava. Because even a demon can 
attain enlightenment, the Shabdag began to accept milk 
instead of blood and a figure of dough, called the Drangya, 
instead of the flesh of an eight-year-old boy. Pain and misery 
ended and prosperity and joy began. After many centuries, 
the Shabdag – the lord of the land – was respectfully called 
the Zhibdag Rinpoche, the precious deity of the land where 
he is still worshipped and respected.
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ltAat s] :jfoQ k|f+t d]+ Ps b"/ s] ufFj gu/L d]+ Ps o'jtL /xtL 
yL . ox jx ;do yf ha nf]u hfb"–6f]g] d]+ cTolws ljZjf; /vt] 
y] . s}nf; kj{t sL k|lt5fof d]+ k�g] jfnf p; gjo'jtL sf ufFj a�f 
lgw{g yf . oBlk jx /fhf s] lsn] ;] sfkmL b"/ /xtL yL k/+t' lkm/ 
eL jx k"/] ltAat d]+ k|Voft yL . p;g] Ps hfb'O{ kIfL sL vfn sf] 
ckg] jz d]+ s/ /vf yf . ha eL seL jx p; vfn sf] kxgtL yL 
tf] jx Ps lbJo kIfL sf ¿k wf/0f s/ n]tL yL hf] b'i6 cfTdfcf]+ ;] 
n�g] sL Ifdtf /vtL yL . jx k'rfjf ;]nhf]+u s] gfd ;] hfgL hftL 
yL cf}/ seL seL nf]u p;] kIfL sL vfn kxgg] jfnL n�sL s] gfd 
;] eL k'sf/f s/t] y] . 

k'rfjf ;]nhf]+u s] ufFj sf /fhf sf] 3f]�f]+ sL bf}� sf ax't zf}s 
yf . k|To]s ;fn jx ;d/s+b j e"6fg h};] b"/ s] b]zf]+ ;] axfb'/ j 
zlQmzfnL /fhfcf]+ sf] ckg]–ckg] 3f]�f]+ s] ;fy bf}� sL k|ltof]lutf s] 
lnP lgd+lqt s/tf yf . ckmuflg:tfg j ef/t s] u'Ktr/ eL seL seL 
p; k|ltof]lutf d]+ O; lh1f;fjz lx:;f n]t] y] tfls j] hfg ;s]+ ls 
ls;s] kf; >]i7td h+uL 3f]�] x}+ . 

pg lbgf]+ d]+ k|ltå+åL /fhf Pj+ Jofkf/L ckg] b'Zdgf]+ sf ;kmfof 
s/g] s] lnP b'i6 cfTdfcf]+ cf}/ r'�}nf]+ sL ;xfotf dfFut] y] . /fhf g] 
ckgL cfof]lht k|ltof]lutfPF Pj+ p:tjf]+ sL ;'/Iff sL b[li6 ;] k'rfjf 
;]nhf]+u sf] Ps ;+b]z lehjfof . 

;+b]z d]+ lnvf yf, …/fhf g] t'Dx]+ lsn] k/ a'njfof x} .Úk'rfjf 
;]nhf]+u g] ckg] ufFj s] ;eL a�]–a'h'uf]{+ ;] ;nfx–dzj/f lsof cf}/ 
/fhf s] lsn] k/ hfg] sL ;xdlt e/ bL . p;g] kIfL sL rdsLnL 
vfn kxgs/ lbJo kIfL jfnf j]z wf/0f lsof . p;s] k}/ s] k+h] a�] 
xf]g] nu], ub{g ktnL j 5/x/L xf] uoL Pj+ p;s] xfy rf}�] k+vf]+ d]+ 
abn uo] . tTkZrft p;g] ckg] k+vf]+ sf] km�km�ft] x'P Ps cfsif{s 
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p�fg e/L cf}/ zL3| sL ;"o{ sL /f]zgL sf] ckg] k+vf]+ åf/f 9st] x'P 
afbnf]+ sL pmFrfO{ k/ kx'Fr uoL . c+ttM O;;] kxn] ls ;+b]zjfxs /fhf 
s] lsn] ts kx'Fr kftf, jf] p;;] rf/ lbg kxn] xL jxfF kx'Fr uoL . 

…t'Dxf/] kf; r"�}nf]+ cf}/ /fIf;f]+ ;] o'4 s/ ;sg] sL k|ltef x} 
ctM t'd ;eL b'i6anf]+ ;] 3'� bf}� sL k|ltof]lutf sL /Iff s/f]uLÚ /fhf 
g] p;] cfb]z lbof . k'rfjf ;]nhf]+u g] cf1f sf kfng s/t] x'P /fhf 
sf] gdg lsof . 

bf}� s] lbg nueu ;f} /fhf cf}/ pgs] xhf/ l;kfxL Pj+ ufFj 
s] nf]u, aRr] j af}4 ;Gof;L ;eL k|ltof]lutf :yn d]+ bf}� b]vg] s] 
lnP Pslqt x'P . nf]uf]+ g] zt]{+ nufgL z'¿ s/ bL j dlb/f sf ;]jg 
lsof . O;L k|sf/ s] dfxf}n d]+ rf/f]+ cf]/ ;] b'i6 cfTdfPF ba] kfFj c+b/ 
3';tL x}+ cf}/ k'?if j l:qof]+ s] Åbo d]+ nfnr, qmf]w j rfnfsL e/] 
ljrf/ e/ b]tL x}+ . ha b'i6tf ckg] r/d k/ xf]tL x} ta efO{ ckg] 
efO{ s] xL ;fy n"6–kf6 s/tf x}, ldq cfk; d]+ emu�g] nut] x}+, aRr] 
ckgL dfF sL cj1f s/t] x}+ cf}/ cfk; d]+ k|]d s/g] jfn] Ps b";/] s] 
;fy ljZjf;3ft s/g] nut] x}+ . 

k/+t' /fhf g] k'rfjf ;]nhf]+u sf] eL� s] pmk/ Wofg /vg] sf 
cfb]z lbof x'cf yf ctM ha eL b'i6 cfTdfPF eL� d]+ 3';g] sf k|of; 
s/tL+ tf] k'rfjf ;]nhf]+u /fhf s] lsn] sL 5t s] pmk/ ;] xL pg nf]uf]+ 
sf] b]v n]tL yL . a�L zL3|tf s] ;fy jx hfb'O{ kIfL sL vfn kxg 
n]tL cf}/ PsfPs gLr] sL cf]/ emk§f df/ s/ b'i6 cfTdf sf] ks� 
n]tL cf}/ p;] Otgf pmk/ p�f s/ n] hftL ls ;"o{ sL rds p;s] 
kL5] k�s/ p;] afx/ km]+s b]tL yL of seL seL :jo+ jx o'jtL ckg] 
k+hf]+ ;] p;s] rLy�]–rLy�] s/ b]tL yL . ox b]v /fhf, l;kfxL j 
eL� d]+ pkl:yt cfbdL j cf}/t k'rfjf ;]nhf]+u sL hohosf/ s/t] . 

k'rfjf ;]nhf]+u sL pkl:ylt ;] /fhf sL 3'�bf}�]+ ax't ;kmn /xL+ . 
;fn–b/–;fn /fhf sf vhfgf a�tf /xf cf}/ ta ts a�t] rnf uof 
ha ts sLdtL /Tgf]+, :j0ff]{+ cf}/ xfyL bfFt ;] agL rLhf]+ s] jhg ;] /fhf 
s] lsn] sL bLjf/ afx/ sL cf]/ pe/g] gf nuL . k/+t' O; ;a s] afjh"b 
/fhf s] dg d]+ Ps gof 8/ 3/ s/ /xf yf, k'rfjf ;]nhf]+u sL k|l;l4 
p;;] j p;sL 3'�bf}�f]+ ;] sxL+ clws a� uoL yL . p; cljjflxt 
o'jtL lh;g] /fIf;f]+ ;] kIfL sL vfn kxg s/ o'4 lsof, p;sL Ps 
emns dfq b]vg] s] lnP ljleGg b]zf]+ s] /fhf j axfb'/ JolQm akm{ hd] 
3f; s] d}bfg cf}/ 7+8] /]lu:tfgf]+ sf] kf/ s/s] cfg] nu] y] . k[YjL s] 
;a;] b"/ s] sf]gf]+ ts d]+ p;sL Voflt a� r'sL yL . aRrf]+ sf] crlDet 
s/g] s] lnP nf]u ;'+b/ k'rfjf ;]nhf]+u sL sxflgofF ;'gft] y] . 
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3'�bf}� k|f/De xf]g] s] s'5 lbg kxn] ha /fhf ckgf ef]hg 
u|x0f s/s] pmF3 /xf yf, crfgs Ps 8fog p;s] ;kg] d]+ cfoL . 
/fhf g] p;;] k"5f, …t'd Sof rfxtL xf]<Ú

…d}+ jxL rfxtL x"F hf] t'd rfxt] xf] . k'rfjf ;]nhf]+u sf 3d+8 
tf]�g] d]+ d]/f ;fy bf] cf}/ d}+ t'Dx]+ jrg b]tL x"F ls t'Dxf/L bf}� 
k|ltof]lutfcf]+ d]+ b";/L r"�}nf]+ j b'i6 cfTdfcf]+ ;] d}+ t'Dx]+ ;'/lIft 
/v"FuL .Ú 8fog g] pQ/ b]t] x'P sxf . 

ha /fhf sL gL+b v'nL tf] p;] ckg] afoL+ cf]/ Ps rsds–kTy/ 
k�f ldnf lh;;] p;] ox k"0f{ ljZjf; xf] uof ls ;rd'r jx 8fog 
p;s] :jKg d]+ cfoL yL . 

3'�bf}� s] lbg ha k'rfjf ;]nhf]+u /fhlsn] sL 5t k/ r�L 
cf}/ ckg] y}n] d]+ ;] kIfL sL vfn lgsfng] s] lnP xfy c+b/ 8fnf tf] 
p;s] c+b/ vfn gxL+ yL clkt' s]jn /fv yL . ls;L g] p;sL kIfL 
jfnL vfn sf] hnf lbof yf cf}/ O;L s] ;fy p;sL hfb'O{ zlQm eL 
gi6 xf] uoL yL . jx 3a/ft] x'P x�a�L d]+ Ow/–pw/ 9"F9g] nuL teL 
p;g] gLr] eL� d]+ /fhf sf] d':s'/ft] x'P kfof . 

p;] eL� s] k}/f]+ sL 5fof tn] Ps a�a�ftf x'cf ;�f u'nfa 
lbvfO{ lbof hf] b[�tfk"j{s cw/ d]+ n6sf x'cf yf, ox ;a jxfF Ps 
u+bL 8fog sL pkl:ylt sf ;"rs yf . xjf d]+ Ps ;8fGw km}n uoL 
yL . k'rfjf ;]nhf]+u g] lsn] ;] lgsn efug] sL ax't sf]lzz sL k/+t' 
jxL+ lsn] sL 5t k/ p; 8fog g] p;] ks� lnof cf}/ p;s] Åbo 
sf] gf]rt] x'P hdLg k/ km]+s lbof . 

…d}+ ceL t'Dx]+ d/g] gxL+ b"FuL, k'rfjf ;]nhf]+u ∕Ú P];f sxt] x'P 
jx 8fog hf]/–hf]/ ;] xF;g] nuL cf}/ eoeLt Pj+ crlDet eL� s] 
rf/f]+ t/km p�g] nuL . …tLg ;fn ;] t'dg] d]/L sf}d sf] lzsf/ agfof 
x'cf x} . ca O; tL;/] ;fn d]+ d}+ t'Dxf/f Åbo raf hfpmFuL n]lsg 
ta ts t'd o"F xL O; csNkgLo bb{ sf] em]nf] .Ú o] sxs/ jx jxfF 
;] p� s/ rnL uoL . 

;"of{:t s] ;do ha ;a nf]u ckg] ldqf]+ s] ;fy ef]hg s/g] 
s] lnP rn] uP ta k'rfjf ;]nhf]+u bb{ ;] s/fxg] nuL cf}/ eujfg ;] 
;xfotf dfFug] nuL . Ps o'jf wg'w{/ lh;g] tLg jiff]{+ ts p;s] j b'i6 
cfTdfcf]+ s] aLr s] ;+3if{ sf] b]vf yf, k'rfjf ;]nhf]+u sL c;dy{tf 
sf] b]vs/ j p;s] qm+bg sf] ;'gs/ p;] cgb]vf gf s/ kfof . 

k'rfjf ;]nhf]+u s] cfu] 3'6gf]+ s] an a}7 s/ jx wg'w{/ cfb/ 
k"j{s af]nf, …cf;dfgf]+ sL /fhs'df/LÚ, d'em] atfcf] d}+ s};] O; kL�f d]+ 
t'Dxf/L ;xfotf s¿F ∕Ú
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p; o'jf wg'w{/ s] l;/ sf] ckg] d'Fx s] ghbLs nft] x'P k'rfjf 
;]nhf]+u af]nL, …p; b'i6 8fog s] kf; d]/f Åbo x} . /fhf g] d]/L 
kIfL jfnL vfn s] ;fy–;fy d]/] hfb" sf] eL gi6 s/ lbof x} . olb 
p; b'i6 8fog ;] d'em] d]/f Åbo jfk; gxL+ ldnf tf] d}+ d/ hfpmFuL .Ú 
k'rfjf ;]nhf]+u g] p;] ox u'Kt aft eL atfoL ls p; 8fog sf Åbo 
sxfF 5'kf x'cf x} . 

ha ;] jx b'i6 8fog k'rfjf ;]nhf]+u sf Åbo n]s/ vf+u l/+kf]r] 
s] blIf0f efu s] uugr'+aL kj{t sL cf]/ efuL yL teL ;] p; wg'w{/ 
sf] jx 3+6f, dxLgf, jif{ ;eL s'5 :d/0f yf . s'5 dxLgf]+ ts jx 
k}bn rntf /xf, seL akm{ jfnL rf]6Lof]+ k/ r�f cf}/ seL hdL x'O{ 
emLn s] kfgL d]+ rntf /xf . /ft s] ;do akm{ d]+ /xg] jfn] t]+b'cf]+ 
g] p;sf] ckgf cfxf/ agfg] s] lnP p;s] d'Fx sf] ;"F3f k/+t' axfb'/ 
wg'w{/ sL Åbo sL w�sg ckg] ;+sNk x]t' Psbd ;'b[9 agL /xL 
cf}/ p; kljqtf g] p;] p; ljklQ ;] arf lnof . 

Ps ;Ktfx s] kZrft sxL+ v'nL hux d]+ rL� s] h+un y], jxfF 
p; wg'w{/ sf] ofs sL pmg ;] e/f t+a" lbvfO{ k�f . teL p;] Ps 
u+w sf :d/0f x'cf cf}/ p;] cfef; x'cf ls bf}� jfn] lbg jx p; 
8fog s] t+a" s] cfu] xL v�f yf . 

jxL+ ;] v�]–v�] p;g] lrNnfgf z'¿ lsof, …dftf ∕ dftf ∕ d}+ 3/ 
nf}6 cfof x"F ∕ d}+ t'Dxf/f k'q x"F ∕Ú

t+a" ;] Ps dlxnf afx/ lgsnL . s'5 ;do s] lnP jx ljl:dt 
xf] uoL yL So"Fls p;] ofb xL gxL+ cf /xf yf ls p;sf sf]O{ k'q x} 
eL of gxL+ . 

 …d}+g] ckgL sf]v ;] ls;L sf] eL hGd gxL+ lbof ∕Ú crfgs ;] 
p; wg'w{/ sL cf]/ ckg] nDa] 8]u a�ft] x'O{ jx af]nL . 

wg'w{/ g] lkm/ ;] sxf, …dfF ∕ d}+ t'Dxf/f xL k'q x"F ∕Ú 
8fog p;;] Ps O+r sL b"/L agfs/ p;s] cfu]–kL5] 3"dt] x'P 

p;s] cfFvf]+ j r]x/] sL cf]/ b]vg] nuL . jx ox :d/0f xL gxL+ s/ 
kf /xL yL ls Sof jx ;bf ;] xL Ps b'i6 cfTdf /xL x} hf] nf]uf]+ 
sf] df/ s/ pgsf v"g kLtL x} of jx seL ls;L sL dftf eL yL . 

jx p; wg'w{/ r]tfjgL b]t] x'P af]nL, …olb t'd d]/] k'q xf] tf] 
oxfF cfcf] cf}/ ta ts d]/] b"w sf ;]jg s/f] ha ts ls t'Dxf/f 
Åbo j km]km�] km6 s/ t'Dxf/L 5ftL ts gf kx'Fr hfP . 

…cjZo xL dfF ∕Ú wg'w{/ g] sxf cf}/ 8fog s] gUg :tgf]+ sf] ckg] 
d'Fx d]+ n]s/ O; k|sf/ ckgL cfFv]+ a+b s/ nL lh; k|sf/ sf]O{ lzz' 
;+tf]ifjz ckgL dfF sL uf]b d]+ b"w kLt] ;do s/tf x} . kxn] jx ;f]r 
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/xL yL ls wg'w{/ s] Åbo sf] lgsfn s/ p;] ;Lv d]+ nufs/, clUg 
d]+ e"g s/ lkm/ p; ks] x'P dfF; d]+ kTy/ sf gds ldnfs/ p;] zfd 
sf] vfg] d]+ lstgf cfg+b cfPuf tTkZrft jx kj{tf]+ s] kL5] 9nt] x'P 
;"/h sf] b]vt]–b]vt] ckg] bfFtf]+ d]+ kmF;] dfF; s] 6's�f]+ sf] lgsfn]uL . 

k/Gt' jx wg'w{/ kxn] k"/] lbg e/ Ps b'wd'Fx] aRr] sL t/x b"w 
kLtf /xf lkm/ p;s] afb k"/f ;Ktfx, lkm/ Ps dxLgf p;s] kZrft 
Ps ;fn ts ta c+ttM p; 8fog sL cfv]+ df]x jz uLnL xf]g] nuL+ 
cf}/ p;] ox e/f];f xf] uof ls lglZrt xL jx Ps dfF x} cf}/ lglZrt 
¿k ;] jx wg'w{/ p;sf a]6f x} . 

tTkZrft wg'w{/ ckgL dfF s] lnP hnfjg cf}/ h+un ;] kfgL 
e/ s] nfof, b'i6 8fog g] ckg] k'q s] lnP vfgf ksfof cf}/ p;] 
k|]dk"j{s lvnfof . ha jx lzsf/ s] lnP afx/ hftf tf] 8fog p;sf 
vofn /vtL ls sxL+ p;] ls;L k|sf/ sf sf]O{ g's;fg gf kx'Fr hfP . 
jx ;bf xL ckg] ;fy wg'if j tL/ /vf s/tf yf lh;;] p;] ckg] 
tL/f]+ sf] ;Lwf cf}/ k}gf s/g] d]+ ;xfotf x'O{ . k"/L zLt Ct' d]+ j] bf]gf]+ 
ckg] lzlj/ d]+ ;fy /x] cf}/ lkm/ a;+t Ct' d]+ ha lttlnofF dF8/fg] 
nuL+ ta j] afx/ ;"o{ k|sfz d]+ a}7t] cf}/ aft]+ lsof s/t] y] . dft[Tj 
sf ;'v Pj+ dfg'lios ;+u g] p; 8fog sf] ;xgzLn agf lbof yf . 
O;L k|sf/ bf]–tLg zLt Ct'PF lgsn uoL+ Pj+ ha tL;/L a;+t Ct' 
sf cfudg x'cf ta wg'w{/ sf] ofb cfof, …bf] lbgf]+ d]+ /fhf s] lsn] 
d]+ 3'�bf}� xf]uLÚ hf] ls p;sf nIo yf Pj+ lh;sf] jx ckg] Åbo d]+ 
x/ lbg lugtf /xtf yf . 

p;g] 8fog s] lzlj/ s] cf;kf; h+un d]+ tnfz sL cf}/ p;] 
Ps y}nf ldnf hf] ls e]� s] k]6 ;] agf x'cf yf Pj+ jx rL� s] k]� 
sL Ps zfvf k/ n6sf x'cf yf . jx c+b/ ;] w�s /xf yf . p;] 
k'rfjf ;]nhf]+u s] jfSo ofb y] – y}n] d]+ 8fog sf Åbo x} ∕ 

/ft d]+ ;f]t] ;do jx ux/L lgb|f d]+ xf]g] sf 9f]+u s/tf /xf, k/+t' 
p;s] dl:tis d]+ ax't xnrn rn /xL yL . 

ef]/ xf]g] k/ 8fog g] p;] p7fof, …p7 hfcf] k'q ∕Ú p;] Ps 
8f]nrL b]t] x'P jx af]nL …yf]�f ;fkm kfgL n]s/ cfcf] . d'em] vfgf 
ksfg] s] lnP O;sf] ;fkm s/gf k�]uf .Ú rLgL ld§L s] ag] Ps Kofn] 
d]+ jx Åbo l:y/tf k"j{s w�s /xf yf . Åbo s] rf/f]+ cf]/ Ps lgd{n 
k|sfz yf lh; jhx ;] wg'w{/ sf] ox kSsf dfn"d yf ls ox k'rfjf 
;]nhf]+u sf xL Åbo x} . 

p; 8fog s] cfjfh nufg] k/ wg'w{/ g] cf1fk"0f{ 9+u ;] sxf, 
…hL, dftf ∕Ú cf}/ 8f]nrL p7fs/ t]hL ;] h+un sL cf]/ bf}�f . rL� s] 
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k]� k/ n6s] e]� s] k]6 jfnf y}nf h+un cf}/ t+a" s] aLrf]+ aLr yf . 
ckgL ult sf] /f]s] lagf xL p;g] ckg] tL/ ;] e]� s] k]6 s] eLt/ 
/v] Åbo sL cf]/ lgzfgf ;fwf . lkm/ bfoL+ t/km d'� s/ bf] cf}/ tL/ 
p; Åbo d]+ df/] lkm/ tTsfn xL t+a" sL cf]/ bf}� k�f . 

t+a" s] dWo d]+ Ps wf/bf/ rfs" n]s/ jx 8fog k'rfjf ;]nhf]+u 
s] Åbo sL cf]/ /]+utL x'O{ cfu] a� /xL yL cf}/ teL p;g] bb{ d]+ 
s/fxt] x'P kL5] d'�s/ p; wg'w{/ sL cf]/ gkm/t ;] b]vf . 

jx u'/f{t] x'P af]nL, …t'd d]/] k'q gxL+ xf] .Ú p;s] xfy ;] rfs" 
gLr] lu/ uof . wg'w{/ g] k'rfjf ;]nhf]+u s] Åbo sf] ;kmntfk"j{s p; 
b'i6 sL kx'Fr ;] afx/ s/ lbof yf . p; 8fog s] d'Fx ;] bfFt lu/g] 
nu], hxfF jx /]+u /xL yL jxfF p;s] afn lu/ uo], p;sL Tjrf ;"vg] 
nuL j p;s] :tgf]+ sf b"w eL ;"v uof . 

wg'w{/ zf+ltk"j{s p; 8fog ;] af]nf, …cf}/ t'd eL d]/L dftf gxL+ 
xf] ∕Ú bf]kx/ ;] kxn] xL e]� s] k]6 jfn] y}n] d]+ /vf p; 8fog s] 
Åbo sf /Qm ;"v uof yf cf}/ p;g] w�sgf a+b s/ lbof . ;fF; sL 
ult wLdL k�g] s] ;fy xL Ps a�L s/fx s] ;fy 8fog sL d[To' xf] 
uoL . wg'w{/ g] k'rfjf ;]nhf]+u s] Åbo sf] p7fof cf}/ zL3|tfk"j{s 
kxf�f]+ ;] gu/L sL cf]/ k|:yfg lsof . 

pw/ /fhf s] lsn] ;] tLg jiff]{+ ;] cfg] jfnL bb{ sL cfjfh]+ a+b 
xf] uoL+ So"Fls 8fog sL d[To' s] ;fy xL k'rfjf ;]nhf]+u sf bb{ eL 
;dfKt xf] uof yf cf}/ p;] p;sL hfb'O{ zlQmofF k'gM k|fKt xf] uoL 
yL+ . /fhf, hf] p; ;do cltlyof]+ sf :jfut s/ /xf yf, crfgs 
xL p;s] ;fdg] k'rfjf ;]nhf]+u k|s6 x'O{ . ha /fhf g] p;sf qm'4 
r]x/f b]vf tf] jx 8/ ;] sfFkg] nuf . p; ;'+b/ cljjflxtf g] k'gM 
ckg] y}n] s] c+b/ xfy 8fnf cf}/ O; af/ ckg] y}n] d]+ p;] /fv gxL+ 
alNs ckgL rdsbf/ kIfL sL vfn k|fKt x'O{ . 

p; cs[t1 /fhf s] z/L/ sf] 5f]6]–5f]6] 6's�f]+ d]+ rL/g] s] 
kZrft Pj+ /fhf s] /fhsf]if s] rLy�] pw]�s/ jx hfb'O{ k'rfjf 
;]nhf]+u kxf�f]+ sL cf]/ lgsn k�L . jx hfgtL yL ls jx o'jf 
wg'w{/ ckg] xfyf]+ d]+ p;sf Åbo lnP p;sL cf]/ t]hL ;] a�f rnf 
cf /xf x} . 
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In the age of magic, a young woman lived in a remote 
village in Ngari Prefecture of Tibet. Her poor village was 
in the shadows of Mount Kailas. Although she lived far 
from the king's fort, she was famous throughout Tibet. She 
possessed the skin of a magical bird. When she wore the 
skin, she became a heavenly bird that could fight evil spirits. 
She was known as Puchawa Selzong, or, the girl who wore the 
skin of a bird.

 The king who ruled over Puchawa Selzong’s village 
was fond of holding horse races. Every year, he invited brave 
men and powerful kings from as far away as Samarkand 
and Bhutan to race against his horses. Spies from empires in 
Afghanistan and India also attended to see who raised the 
best warhorses. 

In those days, rival kings and merchants sought the 
help of witches and evil spirits to harm their enemies. To 
protect the festivals and the races, the king sent a messenger 
to Puchawa Selzong. 

‘The king wants you at his fort,’ the messenger said. 
After consulting with the village elders, Puchawa Selzong 
agreed to travel to the king’s fort. She put on the shimmering 
skin of the heavenly bird. Her feet grew talons, her neck 
became slender and sleek, and her arms changed into broad 
wings. With a mighty leap and flapping of her wings she 
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reached the sky and blocked out the sun. She reached the 
king’s fort four days before the messenger returned. 

‘You can fight witches and demons, so you will 
watch over the races and keep away evil forces,’ the king 
commanded. Puchawa Selzong bowed obediently. 

On the day of the race, a hundred kings and thousands of 
soldiers gathered with villagers, monks and children to watch 
the races. Bets were made and liquor was drunk. At such 
times, when greed, anger and cunning thoughts multiply in a 
crowd of men and women, evil creeps out from every corner 
and enters the hearts of men and women. When evil triumphs, 
friends fight, brothers steal from brothers, children disobey 
their mothers, and lovers think of betraying each other.

But the king had asked Puchawa Selzong to watch 
over the crowds. When evil spirits tried to enter, Puchawa 
Selzong saw them from her place on top of the roof of the 
king’s fort. She would quickly don the magical bird-skin and 
swoop down from the sky. She would pick up an evil spirit 
and fly so high that the brightness of the sun would chase it 
away. Or, she would tear it apart with her talons. The kings, 
soldiers, men and women in the audience would cheer for 
Puchawa Selzong. 

The king’s races became very successful because of 
Puchawa Selzong’s presence. Year after year, the king’s 
treasury grew richer and richer, until his fort bulged outward 
at the walls from the weight of the precious stones, gold and 
ivory in his stores. But a new worry ate away at the king’s 
heart: Puchawa Selzong was more famous now than the king 
or his races. Emperors and brave men traveled across frozen 
grasslands and cold deserts to catch a glimpse of the quiet 
maiden who wore the bird-skin to battle demons. Amazed 
young children in the farthest corners of the earth heard 
stories about the beautiful Puchawa Selzong.
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As the king dozed off after a large meal a few days 
before the annual race, a witch appeared to him in his 
dreams. ‘What do you want?’ the king asked her.

‘I want the same thing that you want,’ the witch said. 
‘Help me destroy the arrogant Puchawa Selzong, and I promise 
to protect your races from other witches and evil spirits.’

When the king awoke, he found a flint-stone and steel in 
his left fist. He understood that the witch had really visited him.

On the day of the race, Puchawa Selzong climbed to 
the roof of the king’s fort and reached into her bag for the 
bird-skin. But she found only ashes in the bag. Someone had 
burned her bird-skin and, with it, taken away her magic. She 
looked around puzzled and afraid until she saw the king smile.

From the shadows under the feet of the crowd a foul 
murmur rose as a sound and solidified midair as the outlines 
of an ugly witch. A strong, rotten smell filled the air. Puchawa 
Selzong tried to escape into the fort, but the witch plucked 
her off the roof of the fort, tore out her beating heart, and 
cast her down to the ground. 

‘I will not let you die yet, Puchawa Selzong!’ the witch 
cackled as she flew round and round above the terrified 
crowd. ‘For three years you have hunted my people. I will eat 
your heart on the third year. But, until then, you will suffer 
in unimaginable pain,’ the witch said before flying away. 

When the sun set and everybody went away to feast with 
their friends, Puchawa Selzong cried in pain and asked the gods 
for help. A young archer who had watched her fight evil year 
after year couldn’t ignore her cries of pain and helplessness.

‘Princess of the skies,’ he knelt before Puchawa Selzong 
with respect. ‘Please tell me how I can take your pain away!’

‘The witch has my heart, yet she won’t let me die. The 
king burned my bird-skin, and with it my magic. Unless my 
heart is returned from the witch, I will die.’ She brought the 
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young archer’s ear close to her mouth and told him the secret 
about where the witch’s heart was hidden.

The young archer memorized the year, month, day and 
hour that the witch had taken Puchawa Selzong’s heart and 
ran towards the towering mountain to the south of Kang 
Rinpoche. He walked for a week, climbing walls of ice 
and wading through frozen lakes. At night, snow leopards 
sniffed his face to see if they could eat him. But the brave 
archer’s heartbeat was strong with purpose, and that scared 
away all misfortune. 

A week later, in an opening in a pine forest, the archer 
saw a tent of yak wool. He remembered the smell from the 
day of the race and realized that he was before the witch’s tent.

‘Mother!’ the archer shouted from where he stood. 
‘Mother! I am your son! I have returned home!’

A woman came out from the tent. She looked puzzled 
for a minute. It seemed she couldn’t remember if she had a 
son or not. 

‘I have never given birth!’ she said suddenly, taking a 
long stride towards the archer. 

‘Mother!’ the archer repeated, ‘I am your son!’
The witch hovered an inch away from his face and 

looked into his eyes. She couldn’t remember if she had always 
been an evil spirit that killed and drank blood, or if she had 
once been a mother. 

‘If you are my son, come and drink my milk until your 
heart and lungs burst in your chest!’ she challenged. 

‘Yes, mother!’ the archer said. He took the witch’s bared 
breast and closed his eyes like a baby with its mother. The witch 
first thought of how much fun she would have skewering the 
archer’s heart and roasting it over a low fire, rubbing rock-salt 
on the cooked flesh, and eating it in the evening, picking meat 
from her teeth as she watched the sun set over the mountains. 
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When the archer kept suckling like a satisfied child first 
for an entire day, then for a whole week, then for a month 
and a year, the witch’s eyes became wet with tears and she 
became convinced that she was indeed the archer’s mother, 
and the archer indeed her son. 

The archer collected firewood and fetched water for 
the witch, and the witch cooked for her son and fed him 
lovingly. When he went out to hunt, the witch watched over 
him, making sure that no harm came to him. He carried 
his bow and arrows everywhere, and the witch helped him 
keep his arrows sharp and straight. They sat together in their 
tent through the long winters, and when the first butterflies 
appeared in the spring, they sat out in the sun and chatted. 
The happiness of motherhood and human company made 
the witch bearable to look at. The second and third winters 
passed, and the third spring approached. ‘The king will hold 
his race in two days,’ the archer told himself. 

He searched the forest around the witch’s tent and 
found a pouch made of sheep-stomach hanging from a 
high branch on a pine tree. It was beating from within. He 
remembered what Puchawa Selzong had told him: the bag 
had the witch’s heart!

The archer pretend to sleep soundly that night, but his 
mind was in turmoil. 

‘Wake up, son!’ the witch said the next morning. She 
gave him a bucket. ‘Fetch some clean water,’ she said. ‘I will 
clean this before cooking it!’ In a pretty ceramic bowl a heart 
was beating steadily. The archer knew from the soft light 
around the heart that it belonged to Puchawa Selzong. 

‘Yes, mother!’ the archer said obediently, took the 
bucket and ran towards the spring. The pine tree with the 
sheep-stomach bag was between the tent and the spring. 
Without breaking his stride, the archer shot an arrow through 
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the beating heart inside the sheep-stomach bag. He turned 
right around, shot two more arrows into the heart, and raced 
towards the tent.

In the middle of the tent, with a sharp knife, the witch 
was crawling towards Puchawa Selzong’s heart. She twisted 
with pain to turn to look at him with hatred. 

‘You are not my son!’ she growled. The knife in her 
hand shook. The archer quickly pulled Puchawa Selzong’s 
heart away from her reach. The witch’s teeth fell from her 
mouth; her hair fell on the ground where she crawled. Her 
skin wrinkled and her breasts ran dry of milk.

‘And you are no mother of mine!’ the archer said quietly. 
Just before noon, the witch’s heart bled dry in the sheep-
stomach bag and stopped beating. The witch died with a 
horrifying grunt as the breath of life escaped. The archer 
grabbed Puchawa Selzong’s heart and raced away from the 
mountains towards Ngari.

Far away, in the king’s court, the cries of pain that 
had been ringing out for the past three years suddenly 
stopped. With the witch’s death, Puchawa Selzong’s 
pain had ended, and her magic had been restored. She 
appeared before the king, who was entertaining his 
guests. The king trembled when he saw the fierce look on 
Puchawa Selzong’s face. The beautiful maiden once again 
reached into her bag, and there, instead of ashes, was her 
shimmering, magical bird-skin. 

After tearing the ungrateful king into little pieces, 
and after ripping out the roofs of the king’s treasury and 
scattering his wealth all over Tibet, the magical bird that was 
Puchawa Selzong raced away towards the mountains. She 
knew that a young archer was hurrying towards her, carrying 
her heart.
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Puchawa Selzong 
Narrated by Dawa Sangbu, Chugyang Village, Tibet Autonomous 
Region, China. Collected and translated into English by Kelsang 
Chimee. Translated into Hindi by Chandresha Pandey.

Three Good Princes
Narrated by Grandpa Drudi, Hor Xiang, Purang County, Tibet 
Autonomous Region, China. Collected and translated into English by 
Kelsang Chimee. Translated into Hindi by Chandresha Pandey.

Seven Horses in a Forest
Bönpo legend. Collected and translated into English by Kelsang Chimee.
Translated into Hindi by Chandresha Pandey.

Mother’s Grief 
Narrated by Trashi Pingtso from Purang County, Tibet Autonomous 
Region, China. Collected and translated into English by Kelsang 
Chimee. Translated into Hindi by Chandresha Pandey.



About ICIMOD

The International Centre for Integrated Mountain Development 
(ICIMOD) is a regional knowledge development and learning centre 
serving the eight member countries of the Hindu Kush Himalayas – 
Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, China, India, Myanmar, Nepal, and 
Pakistan – and based in Kathmandu, Nepal.

Globalisation and climate change have an increasing influence 
on the stability of fragile mountain ecosystems and the livelihoods of 
mountain people.

ICIMOD aims to assist mountain people to understand these 
changes, adapt to them, and make the most of new opportunities, 
while addressing upstream-downstream issues. We support regional 
transboundary programmes through partnership with regional partner 
institutions, facilitate the exchange of experience, and serve as a regional 
knowledge hub. We strengthen networking among regional and global 
centres of excellence.

Overall, we are working to develop an economically and 
environmentally sound mountain ecosystem to improve the living 
standards of mountain populations and to sustain vital ecosystem services 
for the billions of people living downstream now, and for the future.

Within its Transboundary Landscapes Programme, Kailash Sacred 
Landscape Conservation and Development Initiative (KSLCDI) is a 
flagship transboundary collaborative initiative between China, India, 
and Nepal that has evolved through a participatory, iterative process 
among various local and national research and development institutions 
within these countries. The Kailash Sacred Landscape represents a 
diverse, multi-cultural, and fragile landscape. The programme aims to 
achieve long-term conservation of ecosystems, habitats, and biodiversity 
while encouraging sustainable development, enhancing the resilience of 
communities in the landscape, and safeguarding and adding value to the 
existing cultural linkages between local populations across boundaries. 
Th e Kailash Sacred Landscape Conservation and Development Initiative 
(KSLCDI) is supported by partner organizations: Department for 
International Development (DFID) - UK Aid, and Bundesministerium 
für Wirtschaft liche Zusammenarbeit und Entwicklung/Deutsche 
Gesellschaft for Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH.



About India China Institute (ICI)

The India China Institute (ICI) is based at The New School, 
a university in New York City. Established in 2005, ICI supports 
research, teaching and discussion on India, China and the United 
States, with special focus on making comparisons and understanding 
interactions among the three countries as well as their joint impact 
on the rest of the world. Through fellowships, courses, public events, 
publications, and collaboration with a wide range of institutions around 
the world, ICI promotes academic and public understanding of issues 
of contemporary relevance. This publication is part of ICI's Sacred 
Landscapes and Sustainable Futures in the Himalaya Initiative, funded 
by the Henry Luce Foundation, The New School and ICIMOD. For 
three years (2014-2017), ICI worked with a team of scholars, policy 
makers and artists from India, China, Nepal and the United States to 
study relationships between religion and ecology, sacred landscapes, 
pilgrimage routes and ecological, economic and cultural sustainability 
and resilience in the Himalayas.

About The New School

The New School is a university founded in New York City in 1919 
by a small group of prominent American intellectuals and educators, 
amongst them Charles Beard, John Dewey, James Harvey Robinson, 
and Thorstein Veblen, who were frustrated by the intellectual timidity of 
traditional colleges and envisioned a new kind of academic institution, 
an innovative college where faculty and students would be free to 
honestly and directly address the problems facing society. With over 135 
undergraduate and graduate degree programs, The New School offers a 
more creatively inspired, rigorously relevant education than any other.
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