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Policy Implications

1. Establishing a sound energy database for the HKH is a necessary first step toward creating new
strategies for sustainable energy provision. Policy makers need data on supply and demand that is
spatially disaggregated for the mountains.

2. To make the transition to sustainable energy, the HKH urgently needs to shift away from past energy
policies and priorities toward off-grid renewable energy solutions. Most existing off-grid rural
electritication programmes in the HKH are in the initial stages. They have not yet realized scale
economies—nor have they created vibrant markets to meet the strong, latent demand for decentralized
sustainable energy in the mountains.

3. The sustainable energy transition will require a holistic approach to development needs. Energy
policies must form a nexus of mutual support, with policies in all sectors—and at all levels—to provide
renewable energy that is not only economically efficient, but socially and environmentally acceptable.
Only such an approach will enable the HKH to concurrently meet multiple Sustainable Development

Goals (SDGs; see box.

4. To ensure universal access to modern forms of energy in the HKH, policy makers must tailor energy
programmes fo various contexts—considering local needs and resources alongside existing institutions
and capabilities. Such efforts will involve a broad portfolio of technologies, and they will include
various business and energy-service delivery models (institutional and innovative).

5. To achieve universal access to electricity and cleaner cooking fuels by 2030, the HKH will require large
investments. Considerable resources will be needed, both to provide major clean-energy infrastructure
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6. Gender perspectives must inform energy policy planning—at every step—for the HKH to make an

equitable transition to sustainable energy. Women disproportionately bear the burden of energy Quantity > Availability Quality
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Energy Vision for the HKH

e An ambitious and new energy vision for the HKH is a must, one that
is oriented fowards building an inclusive green society and economy,

Key Messages

e The HKH remains energy-poor, with rural households still overwhelmingly
reliant on traditional solid biomass fuel for cooking and heating. More
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