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Gendered Vulnerability: The Standpoint 
Vulnerabilities are not gender neutral phenomena. The impact of climate change and the responses are gendered.  

Gender and gendered differences are socially constructed, reflecting the situated social and cultural norms at a 
particular spatial and temporal juncture. These constructions are not constant but performative; unstable and  
changing over time to reflect evolving realities.

Hence, “it is not female gender itself that marks vulnerability, rather gender in a specific situation.”

Approach 
Gender perspective and sensitivity while making inquiries

Frameworks
Gendered analysis Framework (GAF) with a focus on the five capitals i.e. natural, social, physical, human and 
financial of the Sustainable Livelihood Framework. This GAF will include:

•				 Need assessment
•				 Activities profile 
•				 Resources access and control profile 
•				 Benefits and incentives analysis 
•				 Institutional constraints and opportunities

Methods
Mixed method of qualitative and quantitative enquiry.

Tools 
Participatory tools such as Key informant interview, mapping and diagrammatic tools

  A  AREHI
Himalayan Adaptation, Water and Resilience Research

Gendered vulnerabilities are 
manifested in the conditions of 
geographical location, local 
economy, political and decision 
making process embedded  
within a gendered social  
structure and shaped by the 
drivers such as  infrastructure 
development, technology 
interventions, globalization, 
urbanization, consumerism and 
market forces in a given spatial 
and temporal situation.
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Climate change and Gendered Vulnerabilities  

Urbanisation
Clim

ate Change
Reliable energy services support economic growth and underpin sustainable rural 
development. In the Gandaki River basin of Nepal, this energy comes from different 
sources – ranging from the national grid and imported fuels like kerosene and gas, to 
local, sustainable sources like biofuel, solar, and micro hydro. 
Understanding the ‘energy mix’ – and gaps – will support policy and planning that leads 
to sustainable development in rural communities that are struggling to improve their lives 
and livelihoods in a time of uncertainty. 

ENERGY IN THE 
GANDAKI BASIN

OVERALL ELECTRICITY  PRODUCTION IN GANDAK RIVER BASIN ( SOURCE: NEA, 2014)
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Renewable Energy Technology Innovation
Community solar-micro hydro mini-grid

Renewable Energy 
Technology Innovation

Micro hydro mini-grid
synchronization

Renewable Energy 
Technology Innovation

Wind-solar 
mini-grid pilot project

Renewable Energy 
Technology Innovation

Wind-solar 
mini-grid replication

Hydropower   Wind   Solar   Micro hydro   Biogas

91%-93%
71%-90%
51%-70%
1%-50%
0%

PERCENTAGE OF HOUSEHOLD
WITH ACCESS TO THE NATIONAL GRID

LEGEND

The Gandaki Basin occupies 19% of Nepal and supports 19% of the country’s population. Despite its small 
area, it contributes 26% of total water availability (WECS 2011). 523 MW, 10% the basin’s total hydropower 
production potential (5,270 MW), has already been harnessed. In contrast to Nepal’s economic feasibility of 
42,133 MW, of which less than 2% (732 MW) has been harnessed. 
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ACCESS TO ELECTRICITY

NEA GRID MICRO HYDRO

73% of households in the basin have access to 
the national grid for electricity, with 7% 
electried by micro hydro. 20% still live in 
darkness without access to electricity, which is 
more common in the mountainous districts of 
the Gandaki basin. 
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Source: NEA 2014, CBS 2011, AEPC 2014
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