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Agenda of Regional Workshop on 
Social Inclusion in Disaster Risk Reduction in the Himalayan 

Region — Sharing knowledge and Bridging Gaps
9-11 May, 2007

Workshop objectives
 To provide a platform for interaction and knowledge sharing among key practitioners in disaster 

preparedness (DP) and management; especially between institutions working on community level and 
central level respectively.

 To explore opportunities to include local knowledge, innovations and practices in the disaster 
management process.

 To examine how gender, equity and vulnerability issues can be better refl ected and incorporated in the 
work of disaster management.

Workshop process
a)  presentations of case studies and lessons learned; 

b)  moderated discussions; 

c)  working groups

TUESDAY 8 MAY
18.30 Registration and ice breaker reception at Hotel Himalaya

DAY 1, WEDNESDAY 9 MAY
  Planning for Disaster Preparedness in the region: are vulnerable groups refl ected?

8.30-9:00 Vehicle leaves for ICIMOD from Hotel 

9.00-9.30 Registration  Coffee & Tea available

Session 1: Opening session (Chair: Xu Jianchu)
09.30-09.40 Welcome address Dr Madhav Karki, ICIMOD

09.40-09.50 Opening remarks Mr Pratap Kumar Pathak, Disaster Management Section,

     Ministry of Home Affairs, Nepal

09.50-10.00 Opening remarks Ms Mohsena Ferdausi, Ministry of Food and Disaster Management,  
    Bangladesh

10.00-10.10 Opening remarks Mr P.G. Chakrabarti, National Institute of Disaster Management, India

10.10-10.20 Opening remarks Mr Nawazish Ali Khan, Earthquake Reconstruction and Rehabilitation  
    Authority, Pakistan

10.20-10.30 Workshop objectives Dr Mats Eriksson, ICIMOD

10.30-10.35 Book launch Launch of the following books:
  1) Gender Matters — Lessons for disaster risk reduction in South Asia

   2)  The snake and the river don’t run straight — Local Knowledge on 
   disaster preparedness in the Eastern Terai of Nepal
  3)  Herders of Chitral The lost Messengers? Local Knowledge on disaster 
   preparedness in Chitral  District, Pakistan
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10.35-10.50 Introduction of participants and group photograph

10.50-11.10 Coffee and Tea
11.10–11.50 Key note speech 1 From vulnerability to disaster prevention, Professor Ken Hewitt, 

    Wilfrid Laurier University, Waterloo, Canada

11.50–12.20 Key note speech 2 Reaching out to vulnerable Populations - issues and considerations in
    disaster risk reduction, Dr Manjari Mehta, ICIMOD

12.20–12.45 Discussion

12.45-13.30 Lunch

Session 2: Planning for DP in the region (Chair: R.K. Mazari)
13.30-13.45 A brief overview of the Status on DP plans in the region. — Dr Mats Eriksson, ICIMOD

13.45-14.05 Nepal: New tools for disaster preparedness in Nepal: Strategy, policy and Act — how is social 
inclusion refl ected? — Mr Pratap Kumar Pathak, Ministry of Home Affairs

14.05-14.25 India: Social inclusion in the central planning process in India. — Mr P.G. Chakrabarti, National 
Institute of Disaster Management

14.25-14.45 Bangladesh: Updating the Standard Orders on Disasters — how is social inclusion taken into 
account? — Ms Mohsena Ferdausi, Ministry of Food and Disaster Management

14.45-15.15 Discussion — Social inclusion in the planning processes

15.15-15.30 Coffee and Tea

Session 3: Outreach, networking and communication (Chair: Beatrice Murray)
15.30-15.50 (15+5 min) Reporting on disaster preparedness and management — the role of Media, 

  — Mr Kunda Dixit, Nepali Times 

15.50-16.05  (10+5 min) Knowledge networking — are there gaps to be fi lled? 
  — Mr Vijay Khadgi, ICIMOD

16.05-16.20 (10+5 min) Regional approach and networking Asian Disaster Preparedness Centre 
(ADPC)  — Mr Aslam Perwaiz

16.20-16.35 (10+5 min) Duryog Nivaran — a South Asian Network organisation 
  — Ms Tharuka Dissanaike

16.35-17.30   Discussion — the need for networking and regional cooperation

17.30   Vehicle leaves for Hotel

DAY 2, THURSDAY 10 MAY: Gender, equity & vulnerable people in DRR
Session 4: Gender, equity and vulnerable people (Chair: Megh Rai)
9.00-9.10   Summary from Day 1

9.10-9.35 (15+10 min) The establishment of a regional centre for disaster risk reduction, 
  — Mr P.G. Chakrabarti, SAARC Disaster Management Centre

9.35-10.00 (20 + 5 min) Participatory Vulnerability Assessment (PVA) for safety nets in disaster risk  
  reduction, — Mr Shyam Jnavaly, Action Aid Nepal

10.00-10.25 (20 + 5 min) Mainstreaming Disability Issues and Inclusion of Marginalized Group in   
  Disaster Preparedness and Risk Reduction, — Mr Faizul Kabir, Handicap   
  International, Bangladesh

10.25-10.50 Coffee and Tea
10.50-11.15  (20 + 5 min) The gender perspective in disaster risk reduction, Mr Deepesh Sinha, All India  

  Disaster Mitigation Institute



W
O

RK
SH

O
PS

 P
RO

CE
ED

IN
GS

Annexes
45

11.15-11.30  (15 min) Ms Jakia Akter, Centre for Environmental and Geographic Information   
  Services (CEGIS), Bangladesh

11.30-12.15   Panel Dission and Omments

Session 5: Group Work
12.15-12.30 Introduction to Group Work — Manjari Mehta & Dechenla Sherpa

 •    Why do disasters affect more women/children/elderly/poor/Indigenous people?

 •    How can we address these problems?

 •    Who are responsible for the different roles? (Who does what?)

12.30-13.15 Lunch
13.15-15.00 Group Work

15.00-16.30 Presentations of group work

16.30-17.30 Discussion and Summary — Brigitte Leduc & Manjari Mehta

DAY 3, FRIDAY 11 MAY: Understanding Local knowledge and Practices 
for Disaster Preparedness
9.00-9.10 Summary from Day 2: Manjari Mehta

Session 6: Local Knowledge for disaster risk reduction, (Chair: Ahsan Uddin Ahmed)
9.10-9.55 Key note speech: Identifying Local Knowledge for disaster  preparedness, Julie Dekens,  

   ICIMOD

9.55-10.20 (20 + 5 min)  Alternative Strategies for community based disaster Risk Reduction:  
   A Case on Displaced Communities by River Erosion in Bangladesh
   Nazmul Chowdury, Practical Action, Bangladesh

10.20-10.45 (20 + 5 min)  Deepesh Sinha, All India Disaster Mitigation Institute

10.45-11.00 Coffee and Tea
11.00-11.25 (20 + 5 min)  Disaster Risk Management: Indigenous Solutions Naheed Khan,   

   Focus Pakistan

11.25-12.15    Panel Discussion and Comments

Session 7: Group Work
12.15-12.30 Introduction to group work. — Julie Dekens and Xu Jianchu

12.30-13.15 Lunch
13.15-15.00 Working groups including coffee/tea

15.00-16.30 Group Presentations

16.30-17.00 Discussions — Xu Jianchu

17.00-17.30 Workshop summary and future directions — (Prof Ken Hewitt and Mats Eriksson)

17.30 Transport to hotel Himalaya

19.00 Workshop reception at Soaltee Hotel
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List of Participants — Regional Workshop on 
Social Inclusion in Disaster Risk Reduction in the Himalayan 

Region — Sharing knowledge and Bridging Gaps

Bangladesh
Mr. A.H.M Faizul Kabir
Project Manager
Handicap International
Bangladesh Offi ce
138 Gulshan Avenue (4th Floor) Flat # 402 
Gulshan-2, Dhaka-1212, Bangladesh
Tel: + 88 (02) 8859794
E-mail: pm_hibgd@dominox.com
www.handicap-international.org

Dr. Ahsan Uddin Ahmed
Executive Director
Centre for Global Change (CGC)
Dhaka, Bangladesh
Tel: +88-01818 46 82 24
Email: ahsan.ua@gmail.com 

Mr. AZM Nazmul Islam Chowdhury
Programme Manager
Reducing Vulnerability and Natural Resource 
Management Unit
Practical Action Bangladesh (Former ITDG-B)
Road # 13A, House # 32
Dhanmandi R/A
Dhaka, Bangladesh
Tel: 0088 02 8111934, 9123671, 8111855
Cell: 01715238662 
Fax: + 88 02  8113134
Email: nazmul@practicalaction.org.bd 

Ms. Jakia Akter
Water Resources Engineer
Center for Environmental and Geographic Information 
Services (CEGIS)
House # 6, Road # 23/C, 
Gulshan-1, Dhaka-1212, Bangladesh.
Tel: +880 2 8817648-52, 8821570-1
Fax: 880-2-8855935,8823128
Email: jakter@cegisbd.com ; jakia_cegis@yahool.com 
URL: http://www.cegisbd.com

Mr. Md. Abdul Matin Sarkar
Bangladesh Water Development Board
Dhaka, Bangladesh 
Tel: + 88-2-9122460
Fax: + 88-2-9122460
Email: engr.motin@gmail.com 

Ms. Mohsena Ferdausi, Joint secretary
Ministry of Food & Disaster Management
Bangladesh Secretariat
Dhaka-1000, Bangladesh
Tel: +880-2-7168067
Fax: +880-2-7165905
Email: mohsena.ferdausi@gmail.com

Mr. Nurul Amin Bagmer
Programme Manager
Islamic Relief, H#24, R#5, Block — K
Baridhara, Dhaka — 1212, Bangladesh
Tel: +88-02-9893458, 8819392 ext.227
Fax: +88-02-8825119
Mobile: +88-0171-3031806
E-mail: bna@islamicrelief-bd.org 

Ms. Sabina Yeasmin
Senior Assistant Secretary, Cabinet Division
Cabinet Affairs Division
Bangladesh Secretariat
Dhaka-1000, Bangladesh
Tel: +88-02-9566446
Email: yeasmin.sabina@gmail.com 

Mr. Ushatan Talukder
Member 
Chittagong Hill Tracts Regional Council
Rangamai, Bangladesh
Tel: +88-0351-63129
Fax :  +88- 351-63278
Email: chtrc@yahoo.com 

India
Ms. C.C Wangdi
Additional Secretary 
LRD & DMD, Government of Sikkim
Tashiling Secrtariat
Gangtok-737101, Sikkim, India
Tel: +0091-3592-203850
Fax: +0091-3592-202851
Email: cc_tall@yahoo.com 

Ms. Chandrani Bandopadhaya
Assitant Professor
National Institute of Disaster Management
Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of India
NIDM, 5B IP Estate, New Delhi - 110058, India
Tel: +91-11-23702432
Fax: 91-11-23702446/42
Email: chandrani.b@gmail.com 
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Mr. P.G. Dhar Chakrabarti, IAS
Executive Director
National Institute of Disaster Management
Director, SAARC Disaster Management Centre
Tel: 9818394225 (M)
Postal Address: IIPA Campus, I.P.Estate, Mahatma 
Gandhi Road, Delhi- 110002
Email: dharc@nic.in 

Dr. R.K. Mazari
Scientist ‘F’ & Group Head
Wadia Institute of Himalayan Geology
33, Gen. Mahadeo Singh Road
Dehra Dun - 248001, India
Tel: +91-0135-2525409 (Direct), +91-0135-2624806, 
2627387 (EPABX)
Fax: +91-0135-2625212
Email:  mazarirk@wihg.res.in, mazarirk@rediffmail.com

Dr. Uppeandra Dhar
Director
G.B. Pant Institute of Himalayan Environment and 
Development
Kosi-Katarmal, Almora 263 643, India
Tel: +91-5962-241014, 241041, 241154, 224104, 
231507 (O)
Fax: +91-5962-241014
Email: uppdhar@gmail.com 

Mr. Deepesh Sinha
Tsunami Recovery Coordinator
All India Disaster Mitigation Institute, Gujarat, India
411, Sakar 5, Near Nairaj Cinema Ashram Road
Ahmdabad, 380051, Gujrat
Tel: +91-79-26583607
Fax: 091-79-26582962
Email: dmi@icenet.co.in

Ms. Deepthi Sukumar
Christian Aid, New Delhi
Fax:+91-112626871
Email: dsukuma@christian-aid.org 

Mr. Prayag S. Jangpangi
Additional Secretary Disaster Management
Govt. of Uttarakhand India
4. Subash Road, Dehradun 248001 India
Tel: 0135-2712013
Fax: 0135-2712013
Email: add_secydm@rediffmail.com, add_secydm@
yahoo.co.in

Pakistan
Dr. Arifa Alvi
Islamic Relief Pakistan
H.# 8, Park Road, F-8/2
Islamabad, Pakistan.
Tel: 051 - 111-237-237
Fax: 92-51-2260938
Email: arifa.alvi@irp.org.pk 

Mr. Nawazish Ali Khan
Deputy Director
Earthquake Reconstruction & Rehabilitation Authority
Room 203D, ERRA, Prime Minister’s Secretariat, 
Islamabad, Pakistan
Tel: +92-51-9030980
Fax: +92-51-9030843/846
Email: nawazish@erra.gov.pk, nawazish67@gmail.com 

Mr. A. Karim Nayani
Coordinator DRR/HFA
National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA)
124 Street 11, Sector E/7, Islamabad, Pakistan
Tel. 92 51 265 2840 Ext 208
Fax: 0092 51 2652536
Email: kn@ndma.gov.pk
http://www.ndma.gov.pk/ 

Mr. Manzoor Hussain
Infrastructure and WES Program Manager
Mercy Crops, Islamabad, Pakistan
House No. 36, Street No. 1, Sector F-6/3
Tel: +00-92-51-2878082
Fax: +92-512878081
Email: mhussain@mercycorpsfi eld.org 

Ms. Asia Aman
DM  & E Manager (Design, Monitoring and Evaluation 
Manager)
International Rescue Committee
Country Offi ce, 33 - B, Street # 16, F - 7/2, Islamabad
Tel: +92 (51) 265 4086
Fax:+92 (51) 265 4088
Email: ircpa@irc-pk.org  
URL: www.theIRC.org    

Ms. Nahida Khan
Training Offi cer,
Focus Humanitarian Assistance, 
Naveed Shaheed Road Zulfi qarabad, Islamabad, 
Pakistan
Tel: +92+05811-55804
Fax: +92+55804
Email: neeha_khan98@yahoo.com 

Ms. Razia Sultana
Gender and Development offi cer
Aga Khan Rural Support Programme
Chitral Regional Offi ce, Pakistan
Tel: +92-943-470002
Fax:+92-943-470408, 470002
Email: razia_akrsp@yahoo.com 

Mr. Syed Pervaiz Hussain
Pakistan Meteorological Department
Flood Forecasting Division
46-Jail Road, Lahore,  Pakistan
Tel: + 92-42-9200139
Fax: +92-42-9200208
Email: loin786@yahoo.com 
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Nepal
Mr. Shambhu Prasad Marasini, MOHA
Section Offi cer
Ministry of Home Affairs, 
Singha Darbar, Kathmandu, Nepal
Tel: +977-1- 4211200
Fax: +977-1-4211282
Email: smarasini@hotmail.com 
Mr. Pratap Kumar Pathak, MOHA
Joint Secretary
Ministry of Home Affairs, 
Singha Darbar, Kathmandu, Nepal
Tel: +977-1- 4211200
Fax: +977-1-4211282
Email: pratap.pathak@gmail.com 

Mrs. Archana Shrestha, DHM
Meteorologist, Department of Hydrology and Meteorology
Babermahal, Kathmandu
Tel: +977-1-4255920
Fax: +977-1-4254890
Email: archanamet@yaoo.com, archana@dhm.gov.np 

Mr. Binesh Roy, CARE
Institutional Capacity Building Offi cer, DIPECHO/
Samadhan, CARE Nepal
Krishna Galli, Pulchowk, Lalitpur, Nepal
Tel: +977-1-5522800, 977-041-523309
Email: binesh@carenepal.org 

Ms. Christina Chan, CARE
DIPECHO Manager, CARE Nepal
Krishna Galli, Pulchowk, Lalitpur, Nepal
Tel: +977-1-5522800, 
Email: christina@carenepal.org

Mr. Naveen Mangal Joshi, DWIDP
Senior Divisional Engineer
Department of Water Induced Disaster Prevention
Pulchowk, Lalitpur, Nepal
Tel: + 977-1-5539451
Fax: + 977-1-5523528
Email: namanjos@hotmail.com 

Ms. Savitri Tiwari, NCDM
General Secretary,
Nepal Centre fro Disaster Management
GPO Box: 4058, Pulchowk, Lalitpur, Opposite to UN 
Building
Tel: + 977-1-5530668
Fax: + 977-1-5528493
Email: ncdm@wlink.com.np 

Ms. Megh Rajani Rai, DCA
Project Co-ordinator
Danish Church Aid (DCA)
DIPECHO-CPDRR (based at Luthran World Federation 
Offi ce)
Tel: +977-1-4720217
Email: meghrai@gmail.com 

Mr. Rajnish Raj Ojha, 
Programme Offi cer
Nepal Red Cross Society
National Headquarter, Kalimati Kathmandu, Nepal
Tel: + 977-1-4270650, 
Fax: + 977-1-4284611 
Email: disaster@nrcs.org, rajanishrajojha@yahoo.com, 
rajanishrajojha@gmail.com 

Mr. Krishna Hari Paneru, Action Aid
Programme Coordinator
Prerana/Actionaid International Nepal
Satdobato, Lalitpur/Malangwa, Sarlahi
Tel: +977-1-12121081, 977-046-520442 
Email: prerana@wlink.com.np, khpaneru@gmail.com

Mr. Shyam Jnavaly, Action Aid
Sr. Theme leader — Emergency and Disaster
ActionAid Nepal, 80 Apsara Marg, Lazimpat, Kathmandu
Tel: + 977-0-4436477 (Ext. 205)
Fax: 977-1-4419718
Email: shyam.jnavaly@actionaid.org

Mr. Kunda Dixit, Editor, Nepali Times
GPO Box 7251, Kathmandu, Nepal
Hatiban, Godavari Road, Lalitpur
Tel: +977 - 1 - 5543333-6
Fax: +977 - 1 - 5521013
Email: kunda@nepalitimes.com 

Mr. Gahendra Gurung, Practical Action
Team Leader-Reducing Vulnerability
Practical Action Nepal
PO Box 15135, Kathmandu, Nepal
Pandole Marg, Lazimpat
Tel: + 977-1-4446015
Email: gehendra.gurung@practicalaction.org.np 

Ms. Hima Shrestha, NSET
Structural Engineer,
National Society for Earthquake Engineering Nepal
1133 Devkota Sadak, Mahadevsthan, Baneshwor
Kathmandu, Nepal
Tel: +977-1- 4486444/ 4490359 / 4474192 / 4473656
Fax: +977-1- 4490943
Email: nset@nset.org.np 

Ms. Amrita Sharma, DPNET
Ex. Member, Disaster Preparedness Network Nepal
DP Net Secretariat, C/O NRCS, Red Cross Road
Kalimati, PO BOx 217, Kathmandu Nepal
Tel: +977-1-4672165
Email: amritasuvedi@gmail.com, dpnet@dpnet.org.np 

Mr. Akmal Shareef
Save the Children — Sweden
Reg. Programme Co-ordinator
Save the Children Sweden
GPO Box: 5850, Sanepa Road, Kupandol, Lalitpur
Tel: +977-1-5531928/9
Email: akmals@sca.savethechildren.se 
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Mr. Thatparan Jeganaithan
Save the Children — Sweden
Regional Programmme Co-ordinator, 
Lalitpur, Kupandol, Nepal
Tel: +977-1-5531928/29
Email: jeganathant@savethechildren.org.se

Mr. Mahendra L. Sharma, CECI
Gender and Social Inclusion/Institutional Development 
Specialist
Canadian Cooperation Offi ce Nepal, Baluwatar, 
Kathmandu
Tel: +977-1-4414430
Fax: +977-1-4413256
Email: mahendras@ceci.org.np 

International Organisations
Mr. Aslam Perwaiz
Project Manager, DMS
Asian Disaster Preparedness Center
PO Box -4, Klong Luang Pathumthani 12120, Thailand
Tel: +66-0516-5900,
Fax: +66-524-5354
Email: aslam@adpc.net 

Ms. Tharuka Dissanaike 
Communications consultatant 
Duryog Nivaran
Practical Action South Asia Program
No. 5, Lionel Edirisinghe Mawatha
Colombo 5
Sri Lanka
Tel: +94-11-2829412
Fax: 0094-11-285 6188
Email: tharuka@eol.lk, tharuka.dissanaike@
practicalaction.org.lk 

Prof. Kenneth Hewitt
28 Rhodes Ave, Toronto, Ontario, Canada M4L 2Z9
Tel: +416-778-9232
Email: hewittken@yahoo.ca 

Ms. Katie Oven
Postgraduate Student
Department of Geography, Durham University, UK
Tel: +00441913341957
Email: k.j.oven@dur.ac.uk 

ICIMOD
International Centre for Integrated Mountain 
Development (ICIMOD) 
GPO Box 3226
Kathmandu, Nepal
Tel: +977-1-500 32 22
Fax: +977-1-500 32 99

Dr. Jianchu Xu
Email: jxu@icimod.org 

Dr. Mats Eriksson
Email: meriksson@icimod.org 

Dr. Manjari Mehta
Email: mmehta@icimod.org 

Ms. Julie Dekens
Email: jdekens@icimod.org

Mr. Vijay Khadgi
Email: vkhadgi@icimod.org

Mr. Santosh Nepal
Email: sanepal@icimod.org 

Ms. Dechenla Sherpa
Email: dsherpa@icimod.org

Dr. Beatrice M. Shrestha
Email: bmurray@icimod.org 

Mr. Pradeep Mool
Email: pmool@icimod.org

Ms. Brigitte Leduc
Email: bleduc@icimod.org 

Ms. Kesang Renchen
Consultant
Email: kayren@wlink.com.np 




