ICIMQD i the first international centre in the fleld .of mountain develop-
ment. Founded out of widespread recognition of environmeantal degrada-
tion of mountain habitats and the increasing proverty of mountain
commurities, ICHAOD is concerned with the search lar more effective
development responses ta promoete the austained wall heing of mpuntain
paopie k

The Centre was estaldished in 1983, and -commenced professional ac-
tivities In 1984 Though international in its conicerns. ICIMOD focuses on
the specliic, complex, and practical problems of the Hindu Kush
Himalayan Ragion which covers all or part of eight Sovereign States

ICIMOD servas a3 a multidisaiplinary documentatinn cantre on intigrated
maountain development; a focal point far the mabitizgtion, conduct. and
coordination af applied and problem-solving rasearch activilies, a focal
peolnt for tralning on Infegraled mountain developmignt, with special &m-
phasis on the assessment of training needs, the devalopmant of refevant
tralning materials Based directly on fiold case studies. and a consultative
contre providing expen sarvices on nsauntain develapment and rescurce
managameant

Mountain Farming Systems constitutes one of the four thematic research
and development programmes at ICIMOD.  The programnie deals with
agricullure defined breadly to cover all land-based activities (cropping,
hartioutture, forestry, livesteck farming, etcy and their support systems.
Currently the major facus of the programmia is an the factars and proces-
gas contributing 1o the .-sustai.u1abi'.'lt‘,""unsustainabilit‘}- of mountain agricul-
ture, This [s carrled oul by examining (thraugh both knowledge reuiews
and fiald studies) the sensitivity of public and privata interventions to
specific mountaln condiflons. The axplicit consideration of tha latter
canditions can alons assurs a mounlain parspective fa public policles and
programmes in the agrcidtical sacior
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