Inter State Projects

There is only one major project that is new in Himachal and which has inter State aspects, viz., the
Shahnagar inter State with the Punjab. This is included in the Seventh Plan.

Research Agenda For Water Laws in H.P.

1. Flood Control. A major consequence of tampering with the natural flow of water, as witnessed in

3,

a devastating way this year, is floods. Loss of crores of rupees of property and hundreds of lives have
been reported so far. The Sixth Plan’s investment in flood control was Rs. 1045 crores. This,
however, did not decrease the menace in H.P. In the light of this, the following research issues
become important.

0 An analysis of water conservation legislation for the protection of the watersheds of river
catchments.

o Flood plain zoning through law to regulate land use in flood-prone areas.

o Legal measures for disaster management.

0 A Legal framework for rehabilitation and compensation for flood-affected people.
0 A Legal framework for accountable ﬂoéd relief measures.

o Analysis of legal problems involved in inter State watershed management.

Access to potable water for irrigation and drinking purposes in the rural areas as a component of the
constitutional right to life and liberty. '

Legal framework for large, medium, and minor hydroelectric and irrigation works in terms of the .

rights of the people and the State to use alternative technologies, rights of the local people over wa er
as a resource (tanks, streams, wells, tubewells) and rights over water resources (electricity, fish,
etc.)

Legal managment of the exploitation of groundet_eg, in terms of restrictions, liabilities, taxes,
licensing, etc.
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A legal framework for local self-government (Danchgyats) in the management of water resources such
as tanks, streams, wells, and tubewells.

A legal framework for large dam constructions and dam safety, including issues of inter-State financing,

Centre-State relations, rights of the people to rehabilitation and compensation, and legal issues relating
to the submergence of forests.

A _legal framework for role of the non-government organisations, local communities, societies, and
cooperatives in the management of water resources.





