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Prefa_ce

The transformation of the mountain society of the Hindu Kush-Himalayas from the traditional,
isolated and self-contained subsistence economic communities of the past to those widely interacting
with the modern contemporary world has been sudden and rapid. If such transformations initiated by
increased physical accessibility and socioeconomic changes have improved the quality of life to some
extent, then they have also been the causes of negative ecological impacts in these mountains.

The mountain environment is therefore passing through intense and dynamic changes and a proper
understanding of these changes, though complex, is vital for the environmentally sound management
of these diverse and fragile ecosystems to ensure rapid economic development in the mountains. The
Mountain Environmental Management Programme of ICIMOD is primarily concerned with better
understanding of the complex dynamics of changes in the mountain environment with particular
reference to the management of natural resources in order to contribute to the overall objective of
ICIMOD to promote sustainable development of the mountains and the people therein, with primary
focus on the Hindu Kush-Himalayas. '

Major aspects of the complex dynamics of management in the mountain environment in the context
of sustainable development were examined and discussed during the "International Symposium on
Mountain Environmental Management" held at Kathmandu from 11 to 14 April, 1989. The
Symposium was organised jointly by Unesco, under its programme on Man and the Biosphere, and
ICIMOD, under its programme on Mountain Environmental Management.

This paper was one of the theme papers commissioned for presentation at the Symposium, and it deals
with an extremely important and complex issue, viz.. the Role of Law in Natural Resource
Management, particularly, in the management of forests with reference to Himachal Pradesh, India.
This paper highlights the legal complexity in dealing with environmental problems in a large federal
State like India, especially since environmental laws have developed here through government acts
and also through the decisions of the courts. It also recommends several agenda for future research
on the role of law for environmentally sound development in India in general and in Himachal
Pradesh in particular.
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