Report of ICIMOD Workshop

ICIMOD Methodology Workshop on
Rehabilitation of Degraded Lands
in Mountain Ecosystems of the Hindu Kush-Himalayan Region

Held at ICIMOD, Kathmandu, Nepal
May 29 - June 3, 1993

International Centre for Integrated Mountain Development (ICIMOD)
and

International Development Research Centre (IDRC), Canada



ICIMOD Workshop Series

The International Centre for Integrated Mountain Development began professional activities in
September 1984. The primary concern of the centre is to search for more effective development
responses to promote the sustained well-being of mountain people. One of the continuing activities of
ICIMOD is to review development and environmental management experiences in the Hindu
Kush-Himalayan Region. Accordingly, International Workshops are organised in major fields to
review the state of knowledge and practical experiences and also to provide opportunities for the

exchange of professional expertise concerning integrated mountain development. The reports
published in this series are given below.

International Workshop on Watershed
Management in the Hindu Kush-
Himalaya

14-19 October, 1985, Chengdu, China

International Workshop on Planned
Urbanisation and Rural Urban Linkages
in the Hindu Kush-Himalaya Region
25-29 March, 1986, Kathmandu, Nepal

International Workshop on District
Energy Planning and Management for
Integrated Mountain Development

3-5 May, 1986, Kathmandu, Nepal

International Workshop on Off-farm
Employment Generation in the Hindu
Kush-Himalaya

17-19 May, 1986, Kathmandu, Dehra Dun,
India

International Workshop on Mountain
Agriculture and Crop Genetic Resources
16-19 February, 1987, Kathmandu, Nepal

International Workshop on Women,
Development, and Mountain Resources:
Approaches to Internalising Gender
Perspectives

21-24 November, 1988, Kathmandu,

Nepal

International Expert Meeting on
Horticultural Development in the Hindu
Kush-Himalayan Region

19-21 June, 1989, Kathmandu, Nepal

International Expert Meeting on
Apicultural Development in the Hindu
Kush-Himalayas

21-23 June, 1989, Kathmandu, Nepal

Regional Workshop on Hydrology of
Mountainous Areas
11-15 December, 1989, Kathmandu, Nepal

Consultative Meeting on Mountain Risk
Engineering
20-22 February, 1990, Kathmandu, Nepal

International Workshop on the Role of
Institutions in Mountain Resource
Management

1-4 May, 1990, Quetta, Baluchistan,
Pakistan

Seminar on Rural Energy and Related
Technologies in Nepal
26-28 March, 1991, Kathmandu, Nepal

International Workshop on Mountain
Off-farm Employment
17-20 February, 1992, Kathmandu, Nepal

These Workshops were attended by experts from the countries of the Region, in addition to concerned
professionals and representatives of international and bilateral agencies. A large number of
professional papers and research studies were presented and discussed in detail.

Workshop Reports are intended to present the discussions and conclusions reached at the Workshop
and do not necessarily reflect the views of ICIMOD or other participating institutions. Copies of the
reports are available upon request from:

The Publications’ Unit
International Centre for Integrated Mountain Development (ICIMOD)
G.P.O. Box 3226
Kathmandu, Nepal
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Foreword

This report presents the highlights of an ICIMOD workshop on the Rehabilitation
of Degraded Lands in Mountain Ecosystems of the Hindu Kush-Himalayan (HKH)
Region held from May 29 - June 3, 1993, in Kathmandu, Nepal. Participants of
the workshop were professionals from country collaborating institutions for the
ICIMOD project funded by IDRC, Canada, on Rehabilitation of Degraded Lands
in Mountain Ecosystems, being implemented in China, India, Nepal, and Pakistan,
and some invitees from concerned government agencies, institutions, and NGOs
in Kathmandu who contributed their expertise to the workshop.

The workshop was organised by the Mountain Environmental Management (MEM)
Programme of ICIMOD. The programme is currently focussing on identification
and promotion of sustainable options for improving degraded lands in mountain
ecosystems that are being examined and tested in different field, case-study
locations for their appropriateness for different mountain areas. In view of the
wide heterogeneity of mountain ecosystems and solutions to the problems of land
degradation in mountain areas, it was considered very useful for the collaborative
agencies of the project to meet and discuss methods and alternative approaches
identified for implementing the project in different field, case-study areas. In this
respect, [CIMOD organised this workshop as an important initial activity for
project implementation, to orient collaborating agencies on methodologies for
actions to rehabilitate the degraded mountain lands in different mountain
ecosystems in the region. It is believed that the workshop achieved objectives
through close interaction amongst all participants, particularly during group
discussions, to consolidate the methodological guidelines for rehabilitating
degraded lands in mountain ecosystems. Outputs generated from the workshop
will be most useful in guiding collaborative institutions of the project as they
conduct case studies in the field locations.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the International Development
Research Centre (IDRC), Canada, for their generous support to the Mountain
Environmental Management Programme of ICIMOD, especially for the efforts put
in by Dr. Joachim Voss, Director of the Sustainable Productive System
Programme, Environment and Natural Resources’ Division of IDRC. Thanks are
also due to Prof. Pei Shengji, Head of ICIMOD’s MEM Programme, and to Ms.
Jeannette D. Gurung for organising the workshop, as well as to other staff
members from the MEM Programme of ICIMOD.

Dr. E.F. Tacke
Director General
ICIMOD
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