In the closing sesston, Dr. K. Rijal made a
presentation of findings and policy recom-
mendations (as presented in the carlier see-
tion}. This was followed by concluding re-
marks by Dr. TS, Papola and avote of thanks
by Mr. Jaipal Shrestha

Dir. T8, Papola, in his concluding remarks,
said that he was satisficd with the lively de-
liberations that had taken place during the
previous two days. He hoped that the find-
ings and recommendations arrived at would
be uselul not only in the context of Mepal
but also in other countries of the Region.
He genuinely hoped that these recommen-
dations would be taken care of by the re-
spective organizations in Nepal, as these
were not only based on diseussions but were
an outcome of the studics carmed out in the
four countrics of the HEKH Region and, n
the case of Nepal, detailed field surveys were
also carried out. He also assured the par-
ticipants that ICIMOD would produce a
report of the experts’ consultation in due
course of time, Finally, he thanked all the
participants who contributed towards the
siccess of the mecting.

Mr. Jaipal Shrestha, in his vote of thanks,
remarked that the previous two days had
brought about reorganisation of the differ-
ent challenges to promoting energy tech-
nalogies in the HKH region, with gpecific
emphasis on Nepal, He added that realistic
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and feasible policy interventions had also
been identified. He outlined the perspec-
tive of CIDA's priorities in Nepal and iden-
tified 1ssues such as the proper analysis of
incentives for community and commercial
participation, government subsidies per
optimal technology mix, and the strength-
ening of Nepal's policy environment; an-
swers to none of these issues were casy.

Mr. Shrestha mentioned that, in most cases,
the value of RET: is clear. There is still a
need to broaden the legitimaey of and ar-
gument for RET: within a development
context. That is, in terms of poverty alle-
viatton, health and sanitation, environmen-
tal conservation, literacy and education, and,
most importantly, community cconomic
development. He stressed the need for es-
tablishing a policy environment which is
supportive of RE'TS, together with appro-
priate institutions, that go bevond conven-
tional cost benelit analyses. He emphasized
adopting practices that integrate the full
benefits of RETs into market prices. Al-
though the unit cost is important, it must
be valued against the contributions to de-
velopment within the HEH region which
can be derived for improving access to reh-
able and environmentally sustainable
sources of energy. He added that, once the
perspective was enlarged, the need to
strengthen opinions supportive of RE'Ts
would be clear,




