A key charactenistic of energy systema in
mountain arcas is that they remain heavly
dependent on wood fuels, the supply of
which 18 becoming eritical due to the in-
creasing rate of deforestation. These energy
forms are not only used inefficiently, but
they also involve significant tradeoffs in ag-
ricultural productivity due to the diversion
of crop and animal wastes into cooking and
heating devices. This results in environ-
mental consequences such as loss of for-
ests and woodlands, negative effects on
health associated with indoor air pollution,
as well a2 a range of zocial and cconomic
impacts ansing from fuel collection and use,
many of which are experienced dispropor-
twmately by women and children.

There are, however, renewable energy tech-
nidogics (RETy) available, within the FIKH
Region and beyond, which have enormous
potential and linkages with synergy
potentinls to reduce the existing imbalance
i energy supply and demand whale decereas-
g sociceconomic and environmental
stresses in the mountains, Programmes for
adoption of these technologies have been
initinted in the mountains bul, unfortu-
nately, only with limited success, insofar as
they have not resulted in any significant in-
crease in the use of renewable energy in
spite of the existence of a great deal of po-
Lentinl,

1
Background

Various stwdies have substantiated the com-
parative advantage of different RIXTE, par-
ticularly in mountan arcas, They have also
gshown that expericnces with these tech-
nologics have varicd widely i tierms of thelr
adoption and suceess, Promaotion of RICTE
was hampered by inadequate policics and
approprate matching of energy resources
and technologies with the needs, to provide
technical, organizational, and financial
backstopping and lack of information andd
awareness could not be accomphshed. In
addition, the spatial characteristics of the
mountaing as well as sociecconomic ancd
cultural factors have not been understond,
leading to faslures 1 RET intervention, T
is also true that, in several instancez, RET
interventions have not only significantly
improved energy supplies at household level
but have also helped o support the con-
nomie productiaty of the anca.

It is mow well recognized that this is ot
pl:'i.m:lﬂ"lj' due to the fact that saving enengy
with little negative impact on cnvirenment
and health diminishes adverse environmen-
tal impaicts and reduces life-eyele costs, but
due to the lack of comprehensive natiomnal
palicies to promate the transfer and diffu-
sicn of efficient renewable energy technolo-
gies in mountain areas. These technologies
may not become popular unless mecha-
niams for their transler are available —
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whether arganizationa] arid instituteonal o
financial — are improved, impediments tn
ther adopison removed, anid P 1RSI
prasperly aiddressod

Liven the abundant rencwabbe coenpy re-
sourees i the mouintsins and the varosgs
constraints faced by RE'TS, national policies
promuting their development are necded.
This wall be mstrumental in ensuring a
st supply of encrgy oo meet the ha-
st needs and sufficient cnerey 1o support
proluctive activities,

lhe Canaduan Cooperation OMee (CC0)
in Kithmande lunded o study entitled HAs-
pesgment of bmphications of Netiwaal Pali-
eaich ot the Use of Different Renewable
Enengy Technologies in Nepal and Seleeted
Countries in the Hindu Kush-Thmalayas'.
Thie study had three components: a) Na-
tonal Policy Studies in China, Nepal, In-
ilia, aned Pukistang by Case Studies on Four
RE'T% in Nepal; and ©) a Regional Experts’
Conmultation, As part of the study, 1CITMOD
orgarized o Regional Experts” Consultation
(1141 |r|.|.|,r||1.'.='||-||lli of Motiemial Policies”, The
Consultation was held in Nagarkol from 3-
4 July, 1°47

Ihe abjectives of the moctmng were Lo ds-
sest The imiphivations of satiimal policies on
RIS s (ke UKD Thegam, to ety fae-
e Lhat mfluence the adwptin of TS,
aiid B pecomminienil pohicics lot the devel-
spanient of RIFES in the mountams of Ne-
jral.

Wraed presentations wore made 1w study co-
rrdmators fromn India, Nepal, and Pakiztan
hased onthe fimdmgs on the “lmplications
o Matiosna] Polcies g BRITTR" g "lechmcal
Session 1. Dr. Kamal Rijal made a hricl
presentation on behall of the Chinese del-
egate whio was unabde to attend the meet-
mg. Foudings of the detaled case stodies
carrivd il e :"'-.';';1.||. 1t tl:lll.ru-||'l-'l.fr'llrﬂl'l'ﬂ'1'.
Bogzias techmoboygy, nnproved conkomge stoves,
and golir technologies were prosented in
Techmieal Session 2, Following these pres-
cntatioms, doetatbed discassions were held w
formalate recommcndations oo policics Do
the dievelopment of RETS i the Mountains
ol Nepal. Based on these discussions, &
framewark for policy tecommendatums was
prepared, Finally, i the Closing Sesston, o
presentation of fndings and policy recom-
metidations wis made by the coordinator,
followed by the coneluding remarks and a
ville of thanks, A detailed programmie of the
mceting i presenbed i Annex 1

Altpgether 13 participants took part in the
cofisultation. Among them, five were from
Inals, one from Pakostan, and 18 from Ne-
pal = representing manulacturers, plan-
ners, priomolers and experts, two from e
Cansdhian Cooperaton (0 ee, and seven
jrrnfcssional atafl members from ICIMOD.
Among the partscipants iwited, the Chi-
nese deleégates could not attend. Annex 2
provides a detailed list of partcipants. The
list af studies commissioned by [CEVICHD
and papers presented are reproduced in
Anpex X
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