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Foreword

This Report of the * National Seminar on Mini- and Micro-Hydropower Development
in the Hindu Kush-Himalayan Region : The Nepal Perspective', is a summarised
version of the proceedings of the Seminar, including the speeches during the
Inaugural Session, the papers presented, the discussions and the conclusions arrived
at by the participants. Part A presents the highlights of the seminar and Part B
contains the actual papers prepared for the seminar in a somewhat abridged form. The
Seminar was held from 1-2 September, 1994, in Kathmandu, as one of the activities
under a NORAD-sponsored project on mini- and micro-hydropower (MMHP)
development in the HKH Region.

The seminar brought together promoters, planners, financiers, experts, and other
interested persons to discuss ideas and concerns. The private/decentralised MMHP
programmes in Nepal and elsewhere in the Region are at a critical juncture on many
accounts, and the workshop also provided participants with opportunities for
establishing contacts and new partnerships in the field of MMHP in Nepal.

ICIMOD is particularly interested in mini- and micro-hydropower development, as it
is a mountain-specific source of energy that can be used as a tool for development in
remote areas. The technology has been developed to such an extent in Nepal that
it can be applied with little or no inputs from outside the country. In general, it is also
a highly environmentally-friendly source of energy. Despite all these advantages,
MMHP has not been adopted on the scale that was hoped for some 20 years ago
when major efforts in Nepal commenced in this field. The analysis of constraints and
opportunities which were identified during the seminar will serve as guidance for
future interventions.

The seminar was organised in joint collaboration with the Agricultural Development
Bank of Nepal (ADB/N), which also provided useful inputs and contributions. | am
grateful to Dr Tilak Rawal, the then General Manager ADB/N, Mr. P. P. Lamsal,
Division Chief (Loans), and Mr. D. P. Adhikari, In-charge, MHP cell, for their
collaboration, and contributions. | would also like to thank Dr. R. D. Joshi, Dean,
Institute of Engineering and Mr. V. B. Amatya of the Water and Energy Commission
Secretariat (WECS) for preparing this report on behalf of ICIMOD. Thanks are also
due to Dr. A. A. Junejo for coordinating the preparation of the Report in addition to
his other work in implementing the MMHP Project. The support of the Norwegian
government to these endeavours is especially acknowledged.

| hope that the publication and distribution of this Report will be helpful for the
promotion and improvement of MMHP programmes in Nepal.

Egbert Pelinck,
Director General
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