


for exchange of data and information beyond the limitations of bilateral agreements in
the context of regional and even global interests. Technically, the participants agreed to
focus on the development of a regional flood information system, including the areas for
improvement mentioned above. Regional and global frameworks for cooperation for
weather forecasting and the detection of climate variability and change are successfully
operated within the World Weather Watch Programme of WMO. In the field of hydrology
and water resources’ management, the WHYCOS of WMO is presently developing into
asimilar system, promoting regional and global cooperation along specific interests that
are identified by the regional partners. If implemented in the HKH region, the system
could also be scientifically complemented by the HKH-FRIEND, which is being
implemented under the auspices of UNESCO.

The participants agreed on the aims and objectives for the development of a regional
flood information system based on the WHYCOS concept. The aims and objectives of
aregional flood information system would be implemented through an HKH-HYCOS.
The participants also agreed on an ‘Action Plan’ for the development of regional cooperation
and the development of a draft project proposal to be discussed during the Second High-
level Consultative Meeting on the Establishment of a HKH - Flood Information System
planned for July 2002. To support these activities, the participants also agreed that a
Consultative Panel should be established to assist ICIMOD and WMO in further developing
the regional framework for cooperation and to promote the concept of an HKH-HYCOS
project at the decision-making level in all participating countries in the region.

Key Achievements
The following mark the key achievements of the meeting.

e Exchange of knowledge and know-how in flood forecasting in the region and examples
from outside the region

e Information on existing concepts for regional cooperation in hydrology

Identification of the aims and objectives of a regional flood information system

e Agreement on the implementation of a regional flood information system using the
WHYCOS concept of WMO and scientific support through the HKH-FRIEND
project under the auspices of UNESCO

e Adoption of an action plan and the establishment of a consultative panel

o General commitment by participants to further support and assist in the development
of this important regional initiative





