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Birds Recently Sighted in Hkakaborazi
Region, Northern Myanmar

U Thein Aung, Staff Officer
and
U Zin Oo, Ranger Officer
Nature and Wildlife Conservation Division of Forest Department
Myanmar

Introduction

Hkakaborazi region is a narrow strip of the western escarpment of Yunnan
Province in China, once part of a continuous land formation comprising
the Tibetan Plateau to the east (Kingdon-Ward 1944). At the most
northern extremities of Myanmar is a sparsely populated, little-explored
region that is generally referred to as the icy mountains —containing some
lesser-known Himalayan peaks, including Mount Hkakaborazi, estimated
at 5,881m high (Figure 9).

Designated as a protected area in 1996, the Ministry of Forestry declared
the area north of the Nam Tami River to the Chinese border as
Hkakaborazi National Park in 1998 (Figure 9) and submitted a proposal
for upgrading Hkakaborazi to the status of a World Natural Heritage site to
the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
(UNESCO).

This report is the outcome of data collected during two surveys that were
carried out by biological expeditions of Myanmar Forest Department
supported by the Wildlife Conservation Society, New York.

Objectives

* To assess the presence and distribution of avifauna
* To find unrecorded bird species and Sino-Himalayan bird species

¢ To make recommendations for the active management and protection
of Hkakaborazi National Park.

Methods

The data on bird presence were obtained by observations with binoculars
and telescopes, netting with mist nets, and examination of hunters’ kills in
villages. In March / April 1997, we travelled and observed birds on the
main trail from Putao to Rasang Camp (28° 19’ N, 97° 39’ E) (Figure 9).
A second bird survey was carried out between 25 April and 24 May 1998,
and started at Putao Town. We walked and observed birds along the main
trail to Gawle via Naungmon Town and back to Putao via Babaw and
Machanbaw. During this survey, mist netting was carried out in the Nanhti
Camp and Naungmon Town areas.
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Figure 9: North Myanmar showing the Khakaborazi Protected Area
(shaded), survey route and villages visited during the 1997 and 1998
expeditions :

Survey Route

Between 2 March and 13 April 1997, the first bird survey was carried out by a biological
expedition of Myanmar Forest Department into far northern Myanmar, starting at the town of
Putao (27° 16’ N, 97° 24’ E) and reaching as far north as Rasang Camp (28° 19’ N, 97° 39’ E)
{Figure 9). For the purpose of bird watching, nearly 290 km were covered. During the second bird
survey, we travelled from Putao and observed birds on the main trail. We also set up the bird
netting (for detailed identification) at two places (Nanhti and Natmgmon).

Results

A quick assessment of bird presence and distribution was made during the two bird surveys; the
total bird count was 160 species and out of that 33 Himalayan species were recorded. Although
the presence of many species of birds is expected in this area, a lower number than expected
was recorded due to the weather conditions and time limitations. Two white georgette
flycatchers, one grey-cheeked fulvetta and one golden babbler were captured in two days by mist
netting in Nanhti Camp. One active nest of wreathed hornbill was seen 2.4 km away from
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Nanhti Camp. One blue-rumped pitta captured in a snare was seen near
the cultivated area near Nanhti Camp. Three red-vented bulbul, two
oriental white-eye, four grey-cheeked Fulvetta, one common tailorbird, one
red-whiskered bulbul, and one puffthroated babbler were netted in three
days near Naungmon Town. One red-whiskered bulbul nest with three eggs
was found near Naungmon and one greater-coucal nest with three eggs
was found by the stream near Gawle. One (live) captured kalij pheasant
was seen in Alanga Village. During the survey, the songs of the large
hawkcuckoo, the great barbet, the golden-throated barbet, and the
blue-throated barbet were heard every day. Although there are many
wetland habitats including streams, rivers, and lakes, no migratory birds
were found during the survey. Although their habitats are still in good
shape, few birds of prey and hombill species were seen, presumably
because it was their breeding season.

Discussion

The Hkakaborazi region is the only place that contains Sino-Himalayan
subtropical forests and Sino-Himalayan temperate forests, which provide
habitats for Sino-Himalayan avifauna. From the two surveys in 1997 and
1998, we were able to identify 33 Himalayan species that indicated it was
a transition zone between the Indo-Malayan and Sino-Himalayan region.
Although few bird species were recorded during the survey, considerable
numbers of threatened species were listed (Appendix 1}. There was no
evidence of migratory birds in the wetland habitats, which might be
explained by the fact that the survey was carried out of the migratory
season, which is between mid-October and late March. Although there
was no illegal bird trade in the region, large species such as birds of prey
and hornbill were shot by crossbow and some birds that live on the
ground, such as pitta pheasant, were captured by snares for subsistence

purposes.

Hkakaborazi National Park adjoins the neighbouring countries of India and
China. We therefore need to cooperate with them in transboundary
conservation matters.

Recommendations

* A systematic ornithological survey should be carried out to study the
presence and abundance of existing bird species.

* The endangered, endemic, Himalayan bird species should be
categorised and the Hkakaborazi region should be designated an
‘important bird area for biodiversity conservation’.

* Detailed identification of avifauna should be conducted and the species
so far unrecorded should be studied.
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