Annex 1
[nventory of Miscellaneous

Bee Flora

More than one thousand plant species of various agricultural, horticul-
tural, and forage crops; ornamental plants; and various wild herbs,
shrubs, and forest trees are known sources of nectar and pollen. Some
of these plants are major sources of nectar and pollen and contribute to
the main honey flows. Others act as medium sources and provide nec-
tar and pollen for the development of bee colonies before the main flow
season, e.g., during the early spring season. From this flow, brood- rear-
ing is geared up and the colonies become strong. Under favourable soil
and climatic conditions, these plants produce surplus nectar and bee-
keepers who have sirong colonies can harvest a good crop of honey.
There are still other planis which do not produce surplus nectar and
pollen but provide enough forage for bees to survive during dearth peri-
ods (i.e., during dry summer and cold winter). These major, medium, and
minor sources of nectar and pollen are useful for beekeeping. A general
inventory of important plants of the Hindu Kush-Himalayan region, which
are most commonly visited by honeybees for their nectar and pollen, is
given below.
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