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Foreword
Access to information is the key to sustainable decision-making; social and economic information, in particular, play a vital role in development planning. The
socioeconomic conditions of a country, and their change over time, can be evaluated from regular assessments based on systematic collection and generation of
data and information. This provides the basis for evaluating the current situation, monitoring progress, and directing the future course of actions.

In Nepal, social and economic information is captured through the ten-yearly national population census. The Central Bureau of Statistics (CBS), under the
National Planning Commission Secretariat of His Majesty’s Government of Nepal, is the government organisation authorised to collect and process socioeconomic
data according to the needs of the country for formulating policies and carrying out planning and development work. CBS conducted the tenth National Population
Census of Nepal in June 2001. In this census, special attention was paid to gender issues, mass media approaches, and increasing census awareness, with more
concentration on women, children, and the disabled.

The International Centre for Integrated Mountain Development (ICIMOD) serves as a mountain learning and knowledge centre with a focus on making mountain
information and knowledge accessible and usable to partners, policy makers, and development practitioners. As a part of this, ICIMOD has been focusing on the
use of information systems in general, and geographic information systems (GIS) in particular, to improve the overall information infrastructure as well as
presentation of this information at local, national, and regional levels. Technologies such as GIS enable information to be captured, updated, integrated, mapped,
and exchanged easily and cost effectively. Overall, the whole new generation of scientific tools provides ways of displaying data and information that enable them
to be understood more easily and thus become truly policy relevant.

Recently ICIMOD has started to look at improved ways of handling and displaying socioeconomic data in order to facilitate the integration of such information in
planning and decision-making processes. The Centre has started to forge partnerships with census bureaus in the region to develop and display socioeconomic
indicators for use at the district/provincial level using GIS tools. The present study is the outcome of a fruitful collaboration between ICIMOD and CBS Nepal. The
main objective was to develop an atlas of socioeconomic indicators, mapped district-wise, using past and current census data to aid policy makers, development
practitioners, and the public at large. Further, trend analyses based on the census data from four consecutive censuses provide a way of visualising and grasping
the changes over a forty-year period. A multimedia CD-ROM being prepared as a companion to this volume will provide flexibility and versatility for users to
compute their own indicators, prepare different graphical representations, and visualise data using simple GIS functionalities. Furthermore, using the CD-ROM it
will be possible to superimpose indicator maps with different GIS layers (physical parameters) allowing the user to visualise complex spatial relationships.

We are grateful to SNV-Nepal for providing a part of the means necessary to carry out this work and for their support for this important endeavour, and we very
much appreciate the excellent efforts of the joint study team in bringing this volume to fruition. We hope that this publication will prove useful to the many people
working at district and national level in policy making, planning, and development who need to use socioeconomic indicators in their work, as well as to
development practitioners in general, researchers and students, and the public large, and we ask readers to provide us with the comments and feedback that will
enable us to further improve later editions of this volume.

Binayak Bhadra Tunga Shiromani Bastola Jan de Witte
Director of Programmes Director General Country Director
ICIMOD CBS, HMG/Nepal SNV-Nepal
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