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The picture of village women hugging forest trees to prevent felling by
state-organised timber concessionalres captured the world's Imagination In
the early 19705, and etched a permanent place in the history of the
conservation movement. A decade later, the very communities where this
conservation actviem - tho "Chipko movament” - had s roots 1ot much of
thair access rights to thalr traditional commans In the name of
consarvacion,

This Talking Points document revisits these communities three decaodes
after thelr successful struggle - and describes In concrete figures and
terms some of the realities and impacts of conservation on their lives and
Ivelfhoods. What the authors describe achoes the situation In many
conservation areas around the world: well-meaning conservation measures
have falled the very communities that have preserved the landscape down
the centuries. In Nanda Davl thore are signs that the plight of the local
communities has been recognised, and changes are being Introduced to
redress the baiance - but much remains to be done. This book hopes to
contribute to the discussions on the speclal needs and moral rights of
communities in conservation arcas, and help govearmments and
pollcymakers to reallse the need to Integrate communities and local needs
Into conservation plans.
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