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Introduction

Among the main notions introduced into linguistic theory, especnally into
the theory of generative phonology, are included.the notions of ‘simplicity’
and ‘naturalness’. Simplicity is a measure proposed by generative linguistic
theory which would automatically assign factors to competing linguistic
analyses that would determine which of them was most satisfactory.
Naturalness, too, is a notion introduced into this theory of generative
phonology as an important criterion in evaluating analyses alongs1de such
other criteria as simplicity.

There are three areas from which a natural explanation may be derived: (1)
logical, (2) psychological and (3) phonetic. Our concern in the present paper
is with the ‘phonetic’ plausibility of an analysis. An analysis, it is argued
(Hyman 1975; Hooper 1976), must make phonetic sense, if it is to have
any explanatory role in relation to the speaker’s behaviour-such factors as
relative ease of articulation must be taken into account. One of the first
steps in defining naturalness more formally is to recognise the notion of
‘natural class’. A set of segments is said (Hyman 1975) to constitute a
natural class if fewer phonetic features are needed to specify the set as a
whole than to specify any one member of the set.

The term in this sense applies to any set of speech segments which can be
shown to have a highest common factor in this way; but as it stands the
criterion needs to be supplemented by others; as it is too general. Several
other relevant criteria have been suggested—e.g. that the set of speech
sounds all turn up in the same phonological rules, undergoing similar
processes together. Also, there are several difficulties in working with the
notion in terms of features—e.g. the more natural solutlon is not always
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the simpler. The notion of naturalness has thus been developed to take into
account the relative naturalness of: (1) segments—mainly through the use
of the marking convention, (2) sound systems—by computing the relative
complexity of its units, this being defined in terms of marking values, and
(3) phenological rules—based on the tendency for some phonological
processes to be more frequent and phonetically more expected than others.
These developments are continuing (see for more information, for example,
Hyman 1975:138-185) and phonologists (e.g. Vennemann 1971; Stampe
1973; Hyman 1974; Hooper 1973 and 1976) have been attempting to
improve this ‘naturalness’ theory of generative phonology.

It has repeatedly been noticed in various languages of the world that when
morphemes are combined to form words, the speech segments of
neighbouring morphemes become juxtaposed and sometimes undergo
change. For example, it is often observed that consonants and vowels are
subject to reduction in certain positions within a syllable or word, while
they are relatively stable in other positions, often becoming reinforced
phonetically. In order to capture such natural processes which affect syllabic
and word structure, the traditional concepts of ‘strengthening’ and
‘weakening’ have been recently discussed within the framework of
generative phonology (Foley 1970 and 1977; Vennemann 1972; Hooper
- 1973; Hyman 1975). :

1t has been suggested (Foley 1970 and 1977; Hyman 1975) that different
consonant types should be assigned strength values to capture ‘phonological
relations’ between segments, particularly as they function in syllables. The
terms ‘weakening’ and ‘strengthening’ are used to define a scale of relative
phonological strength. This scale refers not to the absolute phonetic
strength of elements, but to the relation of the-elements to one another in a
phonological system.

Like the consonants and vowels of other languages, the Maithili
consonants and vowels are also subject to strengthening and weakening
processes relative to their position within syllables and words. The present
paper analyses the morphophonology of the Maithili verbs and verb forms,
and shows how the morphophonology of the verbs of this language
provides significant evidences regarding the elision of kbt and h in
different phonological environments. Since elision indicates relative
phonological strength, the paper shows the order of the relative
phonological strength of steps in Maithili. '

Before we embark upon further discussions on the morphophonology of
the Maithili verbs and verb forms, some general characteristics of the
Maithili verbal system must be pointed out. The verbal system of this
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language is basically inflectional: i.e. many of the desinence morphemes of
‘the Maithili verbal system consist of elements like tense, aspect, mood,
voice, gender, person and the social status of the person used in the
subject/object of the sentence in which the verb occurs. This language
forms its periphrastic tenses using one of the aspectual forms and a tense-
mood marker. An aspect marker is-attached to the main verb root, while
tense and mood are marked mainly on auxiliaries. Simjlarly, gender, person
and social status are also normally marked on auxiliaries. The category
‘singular’ or ‘plural’ relates only to certain parts of the noun phrase for
certain classes of nouns and pronouns—any detailed discussions of which
are beyond the scope of the present study—and this category has therefore
no relevance for the morphology of the Maithili verbs. In other words, the
verb form in Maithili always remains the same, no matter whether the
grammatical subject of the sentence is in the singular or plural number.

The Auxiliary Verb Forms in Maithili
‘Auxiliary’ is a term used in the grammatical description of the verb phrase,
to refer to the set of verbs, subordinate to the main lexical verb. The
auxiliary verbs in Maithili are used with different markers. These markers
make distinctions in tense, mood, gender as well as in person, according to
the social status of both the grammatical subject and the object of the
sentence in which the verb in question occurs. '
Before embarking upon the analyses and discussions of these verb forms,
a few general points with regard to the ‘social status’ of the person (whether
the first, the second or the third) used in Maithili sentences must be clearly
stated at the outsets. As mentioned earlier, Maithili has a system of verbal
inflection in which the verb is inflected for person and according to the
social status of both the subject and the object, and not aceording to person
and number as, for example, in Hindi (Pray 1969). Thus, the Maithili verbs
are always used either in honorific or in non-honorific forms. As the name
indicates, honorific forms are used to express levels of politeness or respect,
especially in relation to the compared social status of the participants; non-
honorific forms, on the other hand, are used when the social status of the
person in question is relatively low. The latter forms are again sub-divided
into two further categories: (a) intimate, i.e. the form which is used when
the person in question is intimate to the speaker; and (b) non-intimate, i.e.
the form which is used when the person concerned is not intimate to the
speaker. Figure 1 indicates the binary development of the above-mentioned
social status categories in Maithili:
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honorific

_ intimats
Social Status

non-honorific

non-intimate

Figure I: The binary development of the social status categotties in Maithili.

. When the grammatical subject or object of the auxiliary verb in Maithili
is in the first person, the pronoun used for the subject is hdm ‘T’, while the
one used for the object is hdmra ‘to me’. Both hdm (subject/nominative)
and hdmra (object/accusative) are always treated in the Maithili verbal
system as having just one form each, and the social status markers attached
to the auxiliary verb roots are primarily the ones that are used in the
honorific forms of the second and the third persons. We shall therefore
regard the verbal form of the first person in Maithili as simply ‘honorific’.

But things become different when the subject or the object of the verb in
* Maithili is either in the second or in the third person. That is, when the
subject or the object of the Maithili sentence is in the second person, the
auxiliary verb can have one of the following three forms according to the.
social status of the subject or the object: (1) the ydu form, (2) the hdu
form, and (3) the rdu form. The ydu form is honorific, and the pronouns
used in accordance with this form are: Ghd/dpne (subject/nominative) ‘you’
and Ghéké/dpneké (object/accusative) ‘to you’; the hdu form is at once non-
honorific and intimate, and the pronouns used for this form are to
(subject/nominative) ‘you’ and tora (object/accusatlve) to you’; the rdu
form is both non-honorific and non-intimate, and the pronouns used for this
form are also the same: t6 (subject/nominative) ‘you’ and tora
- (object/accusative) ‘to you’.

But when the subject or the object of the sentence is in the third person,
then the verb in Maithili can have either an honorific form or a non-
honorific one. The third person pronouns used in the honorific form are i/o
(subject/nominative) ‘he/she’ or ‘this/that’ and hinka/hunka
(object/accusative) ‘to him/to her’, while those used in the non-honorific
form are also i/o (subject/nominative) ‘he/she’ or ‘this/that’, and ekra/okra
(object/accusative) ‘to him/to her’ or ‘to this/to that’.
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The first, the second and the third persons in Maithili are all now
categorized in Figure 2 below in accordance with the forms of their
respective social status (ST):

PERSON AND ST FORMS IN MATTHILI

Person
1st Person ‘ ~ 2nd Person 3rd Person
ST Form ' ST Forms ST Forms
~Honorific Honorific Non-honorific
Honorific Non-honorific
Intimate Non—intirhate

Figure 2: The first, the second and the third persons in Maithili categorized in
accordance with the forms of their respective social status.

The above-mentioned ‘person’ and ‘social status’ categories in Maithili
can be formalized in terms of four features: i.e. two features, (1st person)
and (2nd person), for the categories of ‘person’, and two features, (honorific)
and (intimate), for the categories of ‘social status’. Each of these features .
may be either plus or minus. And all of them may be termed inflectional
features since they enter into the phonological rules which categorize both:
the inflection of nouns and pronouns and the phonological variation of
verbal forms usually labelled ‘agreement’ or ‘concord’. A somewhat broad
specification of these features is given below in (1):

() @ V- [& Istperson]
(ii) [~ 1st person]} — [* 2nd person}
(iii) [+ 1st person} — [+ honorific]
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(iv) [+ 2nd person] — [+ honorific]
v) [~ 2nd person] — [+ honorific]
(vi)  [-honorific] — [+ intimate]/[2nd person]

The Forms in the Present Tense: Table 1a presents six Maithili
sentences containing auxiliary verb forms in the present tense. The
morphological analysis of these auxiliary verb forms is done in Table 1b
From the study of this morphological analysis done in Table 1b, we can
draw the following two main conclusions about the regularities with which
these verb forms occur in the present tense:

First, both ¢” and the suppletive &M are used as auxiliary verb roots in
Maithili in the present tense: & is used only -when the grammatical
subject of the sentence is in the [— honorific] form of the third person;c'h is
used in all other contexts.

Table 1a: Six Maithili sehte_nces containing auxiliary verb
forms in the present tense.

Person ST Form Sentence Gloss
Subject Verb

1. Ist ‘honorific hom ch; ‘Tam’
2. 2nd ydu form aa chi ‘You are’
3. 2nd hdu form 16 chayh) ‘You are’
4. 2nd rou form 16 che ‘You are’
5. 3rd honorific o choh; ‘He/she is’
6. 3rd non-honorific 0 ochi ‘He/she is’

Table 1b: The morphologica‘l analysis of the Maithili
auxiliary verb forms as given in Table 1la.

Person ST Form Root Present Tense Verb Form
' cum-ST Marker
I. Ist | honorific eh + - |eh
2. 2nd | you form ¢h + —i | ehi
3. 2nd | hdu form ¢h + 3h) | ehach
4. 2nd rou form ¢h + —£ ¢hs
5. 3rd honorific ¢h + othi | ghaehi
6. 3rd non-honorific och + i |och
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Secondly, as present tense-cum-social status markers, Maithili uses four

inflectional suffixes: -i, —d(h), < and —ohi. The suffix —i is attached to the

root ¢ when the subject of the sentence is either in the first person or in
the honorific form of the second person; —, in addition, is also attached to
the root &” when the subject of the sentence is in the non-honorific form
of the third person. The marker —g(4) is attached to the root ¢ when the
subject of the sentence is in the Adu form (i.e. in [+ intimate] form) of the
second person; the marker -, on the other hand, is attached to the root ‘c“h
when the subject is in the rdu form (i.e. in [~ intimate] form) of the second
person. The suffix —9¢%i is attached to the root¢” when the subject of the
sentence is in the honorific form of the third person. |

The Forms in the Past Tense: Given below in Table 2a are eight
Maithili sentences containing those auxiliary verb forms that are used in the
past tense:

Table 2a: Eight Maithili sentences containing those
auxiliary verb forms that are used in the past tense.

Person ST Form Sentence Gloss
" Subject Verb

1. 1st honorific hdm chagmi | Twas’
2. 2nd ydu form ani chain )i | ‘You were’
3. 2nd hdu form to ehal h) ‘You were’
4. 2nd rou form 0 - choz ‘You were’
5. 3rd honorific 0 ghaighi | ‘Helshe was’
6. 3rd honorific 0 &hola(h) ‘He was’.
7. 3rd honorific o ¢hali(hi) ‘She was’
8. 3rd non-honorific | o chol ‘He/she was’

. The morphological analysis of these verb forms is done in Table 2b.

From the study of the morphological analysis done in Table 2b, we can
draw the following four main conclusions about the regularities of these
* verb forms:
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Table 2b: The morphological analysis of the Maithili
auxiliary verb forms as given in Table 2a.

Person | ST Form | Root Aspect PT  Gender/ST | Verb form
Marker Marker Marker

1ast | honorific e+ 0+ -1+ —B(h)i Z‘ha[a(h)ﬁ'
2.2nd | ydu form h v 9+ 21 o+ - |choma
3 ond lhoutorm  leh + =8 + -1+ -am) |chaony
4.2nd | rodu form h + 9 + -1 + —é chole
5.3rd | honorific h + 9 + 1 + -—othi |chaonhi
6.3rd | honorific h & 9+ 1+ -ah)y | &hdlah)
7.3rd | honorific eh 4 9 o+ -1+ —ithi) | &halichi)
8 3rd | non-honorificleh + -0 + -1 + ¢ cho

First, ¢!t is always used as the root of the auxiliary verb in the past tense
(PT), and —d is used as its aspect marker.

Secondly, the morpheme —/ is always used as the past tense marker. In the
absence of any additional marker, the form P+ —9 + =1 (") always
denotes the non-honorific social status of its grammatical subject.

Thirdly, —a(h) and —i(hi) are the two gender-cum-social status markers that
are attached to the ¢9l form in different morphological contexts: —a(h) is
altached when the grammatical subject is in the masculine gender and in the
honorific form of the third person; —i(hi)-, on the other hand, is attached
when the subject is in the feminine gender and in the honorific form of the
third person. ,

Fourthly, A—(?t”i. —&(h)ii, —d(h) and —€ are the four social status markers
that arc attached to the ¢l form of the auxiliary verb in different
morphological contexts. Each of these social status markers remains neutral
with regard to the gender of its grammatical subject. The marker _orhi is
used when the subject is in the honorific form of the third person; ()i is
uscd when the subject is cither in the first person or in the honorific form
(i.c. the vou form) of the second person; —d(h) is used when the subject is
in the hou form of the second person; and € is used when the subject is in
the rdu form of the second person.
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The Forms in the Future: Table 3a lists eight Maithili sentences
containing those auxiliary verb forms that are used in the future:

Table 3a: Eight Maithili sentences containing those
auxiliary verb forms that are used in the future.

Person ST Form Sentence Gloss
Subject  Verb

1. 1st honorific hom rohdb ‘T will be’
2. 2nd | ydu form and rohob “You will be’
3. 2nd hdu form to rohdbdh) .| ‘You will be’
4. 2nd "rou form to rohobé “You will be’
5. 3rd honorific 0 rohdtin(n)e | ‘He/she will be’
6. 3rd honorific 0 rohdta(h) ‘He will be’
7. 3rd honorific o rohoti(hi) ‘She will be’
8. 3rd non-honorific | o rohot ‘He/she will be’

The morphological analysis of these auxiliary verb forms is done in Table
3b. From the study of the morphological analysis done in Table 3b, we can
draw the following four main conclusions about the regularities of these
verb forms in the future:

- First, roh is always used as the root of the auxiliary verb forms in the
future, and —d, is used as its aspect marker.

Table 3b: The morphological analysis of the Maithili
 auxiliary verb forms as given in Table 3a.

Person | ST Form | Root Aspect PT Gender/ST | Verb form
Marker Marker Marker

.

1. 1st | honorific h + 9 + b + ¢ rohdb
2.2nd | you form roh + -9 + -b + ¢ rohdb
3.2nd | Adu form h + 9 + -b + -9 rohdbd(h)
4.2nd | rdu form oh + -0 + -b + -¢€ rohdbé
5.3rd | honorific oh + -0 + -th + —in(Me | rondin(n)d
6. 3rd | honorific wh + -0 + -t + -a) rohota(h)
7.3rd | honorific roh + -0 + -t <+ —i(hi) |[rohoti(hi)
8.3rd | non-honorificjroh + -9 + -t + ¢ rohot

Secondly, —b, —t and —th are the three markers used in the future in
Maithili. They are used in different morphological environments and they
also indicate different social stuatus of their grammatical subjects. The
marker —b is attached to the auxiliary verb-root rdh, when its grammatical
subject is either in the first person or in the second person. The form roh +
~J + b (rohdb) - without any other social status marker attached to it-
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awlays denotes the honorific social status of its grammatical subject. The
markers —¢ and —#%, on the contrary, are attached to rdhd, when their
grammatical subjects are in the third person. The form rdh + —d + —¢
(rdhdr), without any other social status marker attached to it, always denotes
the non-honorific social status of its grammatical subject, while —th s
attached to the form rdhd when the gender of the honorific third person
remains unspecified.

Thirdly, —a(h) and —i(hi) are the two gender-cum-social status markers that
are attached to the auxiliary verb form rohat: —a(h) is attached to rohdt when
its grammatical subject is in the masuculine gender and in the nonorific
form of the third person; -i(hi), on the other hand; is attached. to it when the
subject is in the feminine gender and in the honorific form of the third -
person. .

Fourthly, —d(h) and —¢€ are the two social status markers that are attached
to the auxiliary verb form rdhdb: the former is attached to rohdb when its
grammatical subject is in the hdu form of the second person; the latter is
attached to rohdb when the subject is in the rou form of the second person.

Summary and Discussion: To summarize, the Maithili auxiliary verb

forms in the present tense consist of such elements as shown in Figure 3:

“Aux Verb Form in the Present Tense

Root Present Tense/ST Marker

¢h ach i —othi -3(h) &

Figure 3: The Maithili auxiliary verb forms in the present tense

These present tense forms of the Maithili auxiliary verb are described in
Rule (1) below: :
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Rule (1)
(i) Aux Vérb in the Present Tense — root + present tense/ST marker

} gh
(i) root — 3th

ok

(iii) present tense/ST marker — a,@ )

—é
The past tense forms of the Maithili auxiliary verb are summarized in
figure 4 below:

Aux Verb Forms in the Past Tense

Root Past Tense/ Gender/S'lI‘ Marker
Aspect Marker
Aspect Tense
—0 -1
¢h | ’
Gender/ST Marker ST Marker
—a(h) ~i(hi) -ofi  —Ah)i -an) -

Figure 4: The Maithili auxiliary verb forms in the past tense.

These past tense forms of the Maithili auxiliary verb are described in Rule

): |

Rule (2) v
.« Aux Verb in the ¢ past tense/ +12 gender/ST marker }
&) Past Tense — root + aspect marker b. ST marker
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(i1) root —¢h
(iii) aspect marker — —d
(iv) past tense marker — —/

(v) a.gender/ST marker — { j((;:,))
~othi
b. ST marker — :g((z))u
—é

The Maithili auxiliary verb forms used in the future are summarized in

figure 5 given below:

Aux .Verb Forms in the Future

Root Future Form/ Gender/ST

Aspect Marker Marker

|
| |
Aspect Future
roh .
_a _b —t _th
Gender/ST ST Marker
Marker
—a(h) —i(hi) —d(h) ' —€

Figure 5: The Maithili auxiliary verb froms used in the future.

These forms of the Maithili auxiliary verb as used in the future are
described in Rule (3) below: '

Rule (3)
.. Aux Verb in ‘4 future form/ +1a gender/ST marker }
@) the Future roo aspect marker b. ST marker

(it) root — roh
(iii) aspect marker — J
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. b
(iv) future forms — {—t }

_h

/
(v) a. gender/St marker — j((}:l))

b. ST marker — {:g(h) }

All these studies on the auxiliary verb forms in Maithili give ample
evidences of elision—i.e. the omission of sound segements in connected
speech. Like many other Indo-Aryan languages (see, for example, Chatterji
1926/1970 and 1960; Burrow 1955; S. Jha 1958), it has always been a
feature of Maithili words that the weakly accented syllables have under gone -
a process of gradation, i.e. loss of phonemes or obscuration of vowels (S.
Jha 1958). The same process of gradation, with resultant contraction, may
be observed in operation in current Maithili. It is important, however, (0
distinguish between cases of elision which have already been established
(S. Jha 1958) in the language for some time and those which have become
~ current only recently, as in the case of the following Maithili auxiliary verb

forms, which we already came across in carlier examples: :

Present Past ’ Future
) chola(n)i rohdbAh)
, cholah) rohdthin(h)d
cholach) rohora(h)
chlichi) | rohoti(hi)

In these latter cases, the forms exhibiting the elision of a total syllable, as
of (hi) from chali(hi) and rohadri(hi), or of a total phoneme, as of A from the
following:

Present Past ~ Future °
ehoyn) choi h)a rohdt(h)
chalon) - rohora(h)
Ehdlagh) -

or of a particular distinctive feature only, as of the aspiration of al from
rohathin(Ma, are all typical of rapid, colloquial speech, whereas more
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formal speech tends to retain the fuller form under the preservative influence
of the spelling. These examples of elided auxiliary verb forms in colloquial
speech are independent of the type of reduction affecting particular words and
syllables -under -weak accent in connected speech, as discussed in the

* previous chapter. In the sections that follow, we shall again have further

evidences of the elision of these and other speech segments in Maithili.

The Forms According to Both the Subject: and the Object: As
stated earlier, the system of verbal inflection in Maithili is such that its
verbs are inflected for person and according to the social status of both the
subject and the object. In this sub-section we shall first present and analyse
those auxiliary verb forms that are used in accordance with the social status
of their grammatical subjects and objects in the present, past and future, and
then we shall summarize and discuss what light these forms throw on the
process of elision in Maithili.

The Forms in the Present, Past and Future: To ascertain which
influecitonal forms are used in which cases, Table 4 provides a framework
for all possible combinations in which the subject and the object, with their
similar and/or different social status forms, can be used in the Maithili
sentences. Based on this framework, later Tables Sa, 6a and 7a list 26
sentences each in the present, past and future forms, respectively. The main
verb. of all these sentences is the same: kohoi(t) ‘saying’; differences occur
primarily in the social status forms of their subjects and objects, and
consequently in their auxiliary verb forms as well.

Based on the framework outlined in Table 4, Table 5a lists 26 sentences
which show how the Maithili auxiliary verb forms are influected in the
present tense in accordance with the social status of their grammatical
subjects and objects. Table 5b presents the morphological analysis of the
same auxiliary verb forms. Similarly, based on the same framework of
Table 4, Tables 6a and 7a also list 26 sentences each and show how the
Maithili auxiliary verb forms are inflected in the past and in the future,
respectively. The morphological analysis of the verb forms of table 6a is
done in Table 6b, while that of Table 7a is done in Table 7b.




The Morphophonology of the Maithili Verbs 39

Table 4: Possible combinations of the subject and the object
that can be used in the Maithili sentences in the first, second
and third persons-each person of the ‘subject’ and the
‘object’ columns is categorized in a accordance with its ST

forms.
Subject - Object
Person ST Form Person ST Form
1. st honorific ‘ 2nd ydu form
2. st honorific . 2nd hou form
3. st honorific ' 2nd rou form
4. st honorific 3rd 1 honorific
5. st honorific 3rd ndn-honoriﬁc
6. 2nd 'ydu form Ist honorific
7. 2nd ydu form 3d honorific
8. 2nd rou form 3rd non-honorific
9. 2nd hdu form Ist honorific
10. 2nd rou form Ist ‘| honorific
11. 2nd hdu form 3rd honorific
12. 2nd ‘hou form 3rd non-honorific
13. 2nd | rdu form 3rd honorific
14. 2nd rou form 3rd non-honorific
15. 3d honorific Ist honorific
16. 3rd non-honorific Ist honorific
17. 3d honorific 2nd ydu form
18. 3 honorific 2nd hdu form
19. 3d honorific 2nd rou form
20. 3d non-honorific 2nd yu form
21. 3d non-honorific 2nd hdu form
22. 3d non-honorific 2nd rou form
23. 3d | honorific - 3d | honorific
24. 3d | non-honorific 3rd honorific
25. 3d honorific 3d non-honorific
26. 3d non-honorific 3rd non-hopnorific
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Table 5a: Maithili sentences based on the framework outlined
in Table 4, showing how the auxiliary verb forms are
inflected in the present tense in accordance with the ST
forms of their grammatical subjects and objects.

Verb
Subject Object Main Auxiliary Gloss
. hom ahake  kohdi() &hi ‘I am saying to you’
2. hom tora  kohdi(y &hiyach) I am saying to you
3. hdm tora kohoi(t)  &hiyd(hyu ‘I am saying to you’
4  hom hunka kohdi(ty ¢hiyon(h) | ‘T am saying to him’
5. hom okra kohdi(t)  &hiydi(k) I am saying to him’
6. aha homra  kohdi(t) <&M “You are syaing to me’
7 shd  hunka  kohdi(t) &hiyon(i | “You are saying to him’
8. aha  okra kohdi(t)  &hiydi(k) “You are saying to him’
9. 10 homra - kdhdi(t) ¢hach) “You are saying to me’
10. 16  homra  kohdi(t) ¢hg ‘You are saying to me’
1. 15  hunka kohdi() ¢hgun(h)® | ‘You are saying to him’
2. 5  okma kohoi(t)  ¢hohok “You are saying to him’
3. 5  hunka kohdi(t) ¢hohun(h)y | “You are saying to him’
4. o okra kohdi(t)  &hohik “You are saying to him’
15. o homra  kdhdi(t) éhathi ‘He/she is saying to me’
16. o homra  kohdi(t) ochj ‘He/she is saying to me’
17. o dhake kohai(t) ¢hathi “He/she is saying to you’
8. o ora . kohdi(y &athun(My | ‘He/she is saying to you’
19. o tora kohoi() &hathun(M) | ‘Hesshe is saying to you’
20. o ahake kohdi(t) achi ‘He/she is saying to you’
21. o tora kadhdi(t) ¢ha(h) ‘He/she is saying to you’
22. 0 tora kohdi(t) ¢h3(hyu ‘He/she is saying to you’
23. o hunka  kohdi(t) ¢hgthin(h)y | ‘He/she is saying to him’
24. o hunka  kohdi() &han(hy ‘He/she is saying to him’
25. o okra kohdi(t) &hothin(h)y | ‘He/she is saying to him’
26. 0 okra kdhdi(t) ¢ho(h)i ‘He/she is saying to him’
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Table 5b: The ‘morphological analysis of the Maithili
auxiliary verb forms in the present tense as given in the
Maithili sentences of Table 5a.

Tense/ST Marker
Root ' Subject Obiject Verb Form

1. & + - + @ ¢hi

f2. e+ i +  —yoth) | ehiyarh)

3 ¢+ 4 + —yothu | Ehiydhju

4. e+ 4 +  —yon()i | cPiyon(Mr
5. ¢+ 4 +  —yditk) | EMiydik)

6. th o+ 4 + ¢ ehi |
7. ¢h + —i + —yan(h)f chiyon(h;
g. ¢+ +  —yditk) | cMiydik)

9. ¢+  Jm + 9 choyn)

10. th  + = + 9 che

11. ¢h + ch + —un(Mp chonun(Pa
12. ¢+ -on + + -0k &honok

13. ¢+ -on + —unMa | ehorun(y
14, ¢+ on + -k &honik

15. ¢+ _9thi + ¢ chohi

16. ach + i + 9 achi

17. ¢h+ o + @ chorhi

18. ¢h + athuny  +  _un(h) chotum(Ma
19. ¢h + —othun(p  + —un®Mp chothun(hg
20. ach  + o + @ acti

20, th + g + -9 ehn)

29. ¢ + 9 + -o(hu Ehohu

23, ¢h +  ohin®i o+ (M chohin(Ma
24, ¢h +  —onlh)y + -ay chon(P)i
25. e+ ahinMy  + M [hohin(h)y
26. ¢+ 9 + - chon)i
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Table 6a: Maithili sentences based on the framework outlined
in Table 4,
inflected in the past tense in accordance with the St forms of
their grammatical subjects and objects.

showing how

its auxiliary verb forms are

Verb :
Subject Object Main = Auxiliary Gloss

11. Hom ahaké kohdi(t) EhA(h)i ‘I was saying to you.’
2. hdm tora . kohdi(r). &Mdliyo(h) I was saying to you.’
3. hom tora  kohdi(t) EMAliydhju |1 was saying to you.’
4. hdm hunka kohdi(r) &EMAliyon(MWi [T was saying to hm.’
5. hom okra  kohdi(t) EMliydi(k) ‘I was saying to him.’
6. ad homra kohdi(t) &EMAln)a “You were saying to me.’
7. a@da hunka kohdi(t) &EMAliyon(Mi  ['You were saying to him.’
8. ad okra  kohdi(t) EMaliydi(k) “You were saying to him.’
9. t6  homra )cé?hai( 1) &han) ‘You were saying to me.’
10. t6  homra kohdi(t) ¢holg “You were saying to me.’
1. t6  hunka kohdi(t) &EMolohunM3  |'You were saying to him.’
12. 16 okra  kohdi(t) &hdlonok ‘You were saying to him.’
13. t6  hunka kohdi(t) &MAlohun™a  |You were saying to him.’
14. 16 okra  kohdi(t) &MAlonik ‘You were saying to him.’

a. choloehi) - |'Helshe was saying to me.’
I15..0  homra kohdi(t) <b. &hola(h) ¢ |He was saying to me.’

c. c'hé?li(hi) ‘She was saying to me.’
16. o homra kohdi(t)  chol ‘He/she was saying to me.’

7 a. cholorhi)  |‘He/she was saying to you.’

17. o ahake kohdi(t) <b. MJla(n)p |He was saying to you.’

c. 5h8li(hi) ‘She was saying to you.’
18. 0 tora  kohdi(r) &hAlotun(P)g |He/she was saying to you.’
19. o tora  kohdi(t) &EMAldthun(Mg  [Helshe was saying to you.”
20. 0o ahake kohdi(t) &hol ‘He/she was saying to you.’
21. o tora  kohdi(r) &hAlarn) ‘He/she was saying to you.’
22. 0o tora  kohdi(t) EhAlNh)u ‘He/she was saying to you.’
23. 0o hunka kohdi(r) Ehlotin(M)a |'Helshe was saying to him.’
24. 0 okra  kohdi(r) &hAloin(Mg  |‘Helshe was saying to him.’
25. o okra  kohdi(t) &holathin(M)g  |‘Helshe was saying to him.’
26. o okra  kohdi(t)  EhAlA(h)i ‘He/she was saying to him.’
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Table 6b: The morphological analysis of the Maithili
auxiliary verbs in the past tense as given in the Maithili
sentences '(_)f Table 6a. ' :

. Gender/ST Marker '
Root  Aspect Tense Verb Form
Markers Subject Object
1. th+ 9+-1+-3(M)i + ¢ choig(n)i
7. the0+-1+¢ + —yo(h) ehaliyah)
3. the0+-1+¢ + —yothu | &Ehaliyo(h)u
4. th+@+-1+g + —ydn(hi | &haliyan(Mi
5. ¢thy 9+-1+¢ + —ydi(k) ehaliydi(k)
6. th+-9+-1+-dMh)i + @ choini
7. the 9+-1+¢ + —ydnhyi | EPaliyon(Mi
8. th+ 9+-1+¢ + —ydi(k) &haliydi(k)
9. th4+-9+-1+-9h) + g chalarh)
10. thy 9+-1+-¢ + 9 chole
11. th+-9+-1+-0h + —un(h® cholohunMe
12. th+ -9 +-1+-0h + -0k eholonok
13. th+ -9 +-1+—oh + —un(h)d cholohunMe
14. th + -9 +-1+-0h + -ik eholonik
| a. —othil + ¢ Eholahi
15. th+ 9+-1+ {b. ‘?‘(h.)} + ¢ Ehdla(h)
c.-i(hi)) + ¢ &hlichi)
16. th+ 9+-1+9¢ + 9 chal
a. —othi + ¢ cholohi
17. th+ 9+-1+ {b. —g(h)} + ¢ chdlarn)
| c.-ith))  + ¢ ehalihi)
18. th+-9+-1+-othun(h® + -un(h)d choldthun(Ma
19. ¢h + 9 + -1 + Othun(h)® + -un(h)® chAldthun(Ma
20. th+ 9+-1+9 + @ ¢hol
21. th+ 9+-1+¢ + —o(h) cholo(h)
22. the 9+-1+¢ + —d(h)u cholnyu
23 thi _3+-1+-othinh® + -nh@ |chaldhin(Me
24. th 4 9+ -1+ —on(h)i + -n(h)® chlon(My
25. th + -9 + -1+ -othin(h® + -n(hy? chotothin(ha
26. th + -9 + -1 +-9(h)i + - cholo(h)i
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Table 7a: Maithili sentences based on the framework outlined
in Table 4, showing how its auxiliary verb forms are
inflected in the future tense in accordance with the ST forms
of their grammatical subjects and objects. ’

Verb '
Subject Object Main__ Auxiliary Gloss
1. “hom ahaké kohdit rohdb ‘I will be saying to you’.
2. hom tora  kohdit rohobdh) ‘I will be saying to you’.
3. hom tra  kahdit rohdbdAh)u ‘I will be saying to you’.
4, hom hunka kohdit rohdbon(h)i ‘I will be saying to him’.
5. hom okra  kohdit rohdbdi(k) ‘I will be saying to him’.
6. aha homra kohdit rohdb “You will be saying to me’.
7. & hunka kohoit rohdbon(Mr “You will be saying to him’.
8. anwa okra  kohdit rohdboi(k) “You will be saying to him’.
9. t6 homra kohdit rohobdh) “You will be saying to me’.
10. t6  homra kohdit rohobé “You will be saying to me’.
11. t6  hunka kohdit rondbohun(Ma  |You will be saying to him’.
12. t6 okra  kohdit rohdbohok “You will be saying to him’.
13. 16 hunka kohdit rohdbohun(™d  |'You will be saying to him’.
14. t5 okra  kohdit rohdbohik {*You will be saying to him’.
5. o owa kona | 272200 L wilbe syng e
, ' .|‘She will be saying to me’.
16. 0  homra kohdit rohot ‘He will be saying to me’.
17. o Ghiké  kohoit { l?;- ; %’;gtz? Zf) ‘He will be saying to you’.
e ‘She will be saying to you’.
18. o tora  kJhdit rahazhun(h)a ‘He will be saying to you’.
19. 0 tora  kohdit rohottun(Ma ‘He will be saying to you’.
20. 0 = ahaké kohdit rohot ‘He will be syaing to you’.
21. 0 tora  kohdit rohdtdh) ‘He will be saying to you’.
22. 0 tora  kohdit rohotdhju ‘He will be saying to you’.
23. o hunka kohdit ronoin(M@ ‘He will be saying to him’.
24. 0  hunka kohoit rohodhin(M3 ‘He will be saying to him’.
25. 0 okra  kohdit rondhin(M ‘He will be saying to him’.
26. o okra  kohdit rohotdi ‘He will be saying to him’.
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~ Table 7b: The morphological analysis of the Maithili
auxiliary verb forms in the future tense as given in the
Maithili sentences of Table 7a.

Aspect Tense  Gender/ST Marker

18. rodh + -0 + —th + —un(h)d
19. roh + -0 + -th + —un(h)d
20. roh+ 90+ -t+ ¢
21. oh+9d+-t+ ¢
22. h+9d+-t+ ¢
23. roh + —0 + —th + —in(h)

—uni(h)® | rghdunMa
—unh® | ronoun(Ma
) - | rohot

—o(h) rohodtd(h)
—d(hyu | rondtdh)u
-n(h® | rohothinMa

Root’ Markers Subject Obiject Verb Form
1. oh+—9d+-b+ ¢ + 9. rohob
2. roh+—d+-b+ ¢ + —d(h) rohdbd(h)
3. roh+—9Jd+-b+ ¢ + —d(hu rdhdbAh)u
4. h+-0+-b+ ¢ + —on(h)i | rohdvon(Mi
5. ©h+-9+4-b+ ¢ +  -di(k) rdhdbdi(k)
6. roh+-—d+-b+ ¢ + ¢ rohob
7. Oh+-0+-b+ ¢ + —on(h)i | rondbon(Mi
8. roh+—d+-b+ ¢ + —dik) rohdbdi(k)
9. roh+-0+-b+ —3h) + @ rohdbdh)
10. oh+-9d+-b+ -£ + ¢ rohobé
11. oh+-9+-b+ —oh + —unh@ | ronobohunMa
12. roh+ -0 +-b+ —dh + —dk rohdbohek
13. oh+ -9 +-b+ —oh + —unh® | rondbohun(Ma
14. roh+—-9d+-b+ —oh + ik rohdbdhik
a. —a(h) + @ rohota(h)
15. réh+—0 +-t+ b. —i(hi) + g rohai(hi)
16. roh+—od+-t+ ¢ + 9 rohot
- a. —a(h + rohdta(h
17. dh+-3+-t+ 1o _ighi)) i 4 an.((m?)
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+

24. roh + -9 +—-t+ —on(hi i rohoton( Wi
25. roh + -3 +—th + —in(h)d —n(h)d rohothin(hg
26. roh + -0 + -t + —d(h)i — rohotdi

Summary and Discussion: The morphological ‘analysis done in Tables
5b, 6b and 7b show a number of different markers that are quite
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systematically used in Maithili to reveal the tense of each sentence as well
as the gender and/or social status of the person used in its grammatical
subject and/or object. Six pairs of such markers are:

(i)  —iyd(h) () —iydhu
- o ~ohJu
Gii) —iyon(Pi Gv)  —iydi(k)
_on(M; ~di(k)
) —othin(M3 vi) —dthun(Mg
_in(Mg | —un(Mg

In each of these pairs, the first marker is used in the present and the past
tense forms with suffixes like —iy— and —oth—, while the second marker of
each pair is used in future forms without using these —iy— and —oth—
suffixes. There are, in addition, three other markers—i.e. —dk, —ik and
~d(h)i— and these are used in all forms: present, past and future. All these
auxiliary verb forms of Tables 5b, 6b and 7b provide further evidences of
the process of elision occurring in Maithili. that is, they provide evidences
of the elision of & and k in different phonological evironments, as well as
evidences of the weakening of n" into n in particular phonological contexts.

Taking instances of the elision of A first, the auxiliary verb forms shown
in the next page reveal that the elision of 4 from the suffix —dh occurs in
three phonological environments:

Present ~ Past Future
chiyo(n) cholh)a rohdbd(h)
ehiyo(hju ehliyorn) rohdbd( h)u
) eholiyo(hu rohota()
chohu chaon) rohdioh)
cho(n)i chola(h) rohoto(hju

hIAA rohotXh)i
chAlo(n)i

i.e.

(1) when it occurs word-finally, especially when the final syllable of
such words remains weakly accented;

(i)  when it occurs in the final syllable of a word, preceded and followed
by oral vowels; and

(i)  when it occurs in the final syllable of a word, preceded and followed
by nasal vowels.
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These generalizations can be stated in terms of the followmg phonological
rule: - .

Ruie (4) _

+ cons
[+ low :l—->¢/V——_(V)#
— voice
It should be emphasized that the & of the suffix ~oh is elided only when it
occurs in a weakly accented final syllable of a word. But if this 4 of -0k
occurs word-medially, as in the followmg verb forms for example then 1t
s1mp1y does not elide in Maithili. :

Present Past - Future
&honun(n)d eholonun(h)d rohdbohun(h)d
&homok &R ol onok rohdbonok
chonik EhJlonik rohobohik

Similary, the elision of k from the suffix —di(k) or —ik occurs in Maithili
whenever k appears word-finally, preceded by two adjacent vowels or a
diphthong, as the following forms show:

Future

rohdbdi(k)

Present Past
EMiyaick) Ehliyaick)

. The elision of & can be described by means of the following phonological
rule:

Rule (5)
[+ cons 7]
— ant
— cor
+ back
— asp
—— voice—

But whenever the word-final & of the suffix —dk er —ik is preceded by only
one vowel, as in the following verb forms, for example, then the elision of
k never occurs in Maithili.

Present Past Future
chonok cholonok rohdbohk
chinik EnJlonik rohdbohik.
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Likewise, whenever such suffixes as —iy&n(h)z" ! _on(Mi, _othin(h)3,
_in(MW3, —ortun(M)3 and _un(Ma are added to different auxiliary verb forms
in Maithili, then the words which eventually surface contain the unaspirated
nasal n instead of the aspirated nh, as the following verb forms show:

Present Past . Future
hiyon(i | Ehaliyon(®)i rohdbon(n)i
ehothun(h)d choronun(md | rohdbohun(h)o
chohun(h)d chodthun(t)d rohothun(h)d
ghdthin(h)d EhaLothin(")2 rohdthin(h)d

» bh@l@n(/h)i' rohoton(h)i

This weakening of n? into n is phonologically conditioned: i.e. whenever
nP occurs intervocalically in the final syllable of a verb form, it loses its
aspiration. This weakening process can be described in terms of the
following phonological rule:

Rule (6)
+ cons
+ nasal
+ant |[—o [-asp)/V—V#
+ cor
+ asp

Aspect Markers and the Elision of the Dentals and the
Labials in Maithili

The category ‘aspect’ is used in the grammatical description of verbs,
referring primarily to the way the grammar marks the duration or type of
activity denoted by the verb. We divide this section into three parts: the first
part outlines the system of aspects and the elision of the dental ¢ in
Maithili; the second part looks into some cases of the elision of b in
Maithili; and the third part presents a summary of discussions concerning
" the elision of the dental ¢ and the labial b.

The system of Aspects and the Elision of the Dental /t/ in
Maithili: A complete paradigm of finite verbs in Maithili indicates such
aspectual distinctions in the indicative mood as:
1. Perfect, and _
2. Non-perfect (i.e. simple, imperfect and progressive).
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This system of aspects is represented in the following tree-diagram: -
‘ Aspect

Perfect Non-perfect

Simple | Imperfect Progressive

Figure 6: The system of aspects in Maithili

The verb forms that each of these aspectual distinctions takes can be
shown by giving a paradigm of the verb dek”, ‘to see’, as given ir Table
8a. '

Although each of the twelve Maithili sentences given in Table 8a
contains only the non-honorific third person pronoun o ‘he/she’ as its
subject, it must be pointed out that the person of the subject as well as
the social status of that person does not affect the choice of aspect markers

Table 8a: A paradigm of the verb /dekh/, showing each of the
. aspectual distinctions in Maithili.

Sub  Verb
Aspect Tense | ject Main Aux Gloss

Present | o dektoich 4 ‘He/she sees.’

Simple Past o  dekldlok 4 ‘He/she saw.”

' Future |,  gorhoy p ‘He/she will see.’
' Present | 0 dek"di(t)  dchi | ‘Helshe is seeing.’.

Imperfect | Past o  dekhdit)  &chal | ‘Helshe was seeing.’
Future |, dek"di(t)  ronor | ‘He/she will be seeing.’
Present | 0 dekProndl  achi | ‘Helshe is continuously

, seeing.’
Progressive | Past o  deklrongr  &hor | ‘Helshe was
continuously seeing.’

Future |, gerbironagl  rongy | ‘He/she will ,
continuously be seeing.’

Present |0 dekPne achi | ‘He/she has seen.’
Perfect Past o deklne &hor | ‘He/she had seen.’
Future |,  JokPne rohor | ‘He/she will have seen.’
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in Maithili. In other words, aspect markers attached to the main verb-roots
of Maithili always remain the same regardless of the person and the social
status of the person given in'the subject and/or object. The morphological
analysis of the main verbs given in the above table is done in Table 8b.

'Relevant discussions based on the morphological analysis of Table 8b,
especially discussions on the elision of the dental ¢, are presented in a later
sub-section (2.3). '

Table 8b: The morphological analysis of the main verbs
shown in_Table 8a.

Aspect Root Tense/ST mark(:f Aspect Verb Form
Marker
Simple dekh  + ok o+ ¢ dekhaich
gk + -9k + ¢ dekP ook
. dek  + ot + 9 dekhor
Tmperfect dekl  + ¢ v —oi) | dekhai)
dekh  + ¢ + —oi) | dekhair)
dekh + ¢ + -0y | dekhair)
Progressive dekl  + ¢ + rohdl dekP ronal
dekh  + & +  rohdl | dekh rondl
dkd + ¢ +  rohdl | dekh rondl
Perfect dekh + @ + -ne dekhne
dekh  + ¢ + -ne deklne
dekdh + ¢ + -ne -deklne

The Elision of the Labial /b/ in Maithili: There are some other
verb forms in Maithili which provide evidences for the elision of the
bilabial stop b in different phonological environments. Table 9a lists a
number of different main verb-roots with b as their final speech segment.
Table 9a also shows that when these verb roots are attached with the past
tense and with the honorific social status markers, then the b of the original
verb-root is elided from the verb forms that eventually surface. The
morphological analysis of the verb forms given in Table 9a is done in Table
9b. Relevant discussions based on the morphological analysis of Table 9b,
especially discussions on the elision of the bilabial stop b, are presented in
the next sub-section.
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Table 9a: The Maithili verb forms providing evidences for
the elision of the bilabial /b/.

Gloss

Table 9b: The morphological

given in Table 9a.

analysis of

Root Honorific Past Tense Gloss
Form of the Verb

pib ‘to drink’ pild(h)ii ‘drank’

deb ‘to give’ delXh)i ‘gave’

sib ‘to sew’ | silo\h)i ‘sewed’
Ehub 1 “to touch’ cruldnya . | “touched’
leb ‘to take’ leldXh)i ‘took’

d"ob ‘to wash’ d"ol(h)ii ‘washed’

the | verb foims

_ Past Tense ~ Honorific Verb Form | Gloss
Root Marker ST Marker
pib  + -1 + —d(hi - pilo\h)i ‘drank’
deb  + -1 + -9(h)i deld(h)ii ‘gave’
sib  + -1 + -d(h)i silAh)i ‘sewed’ .
hub + -1+ _mni chuisinyi ‘touched”
leb + -1 + -3hki lel(h)ii ‘took’
dlob + -1  + _mi dold(n)ii ‘washed’

Summary and Discussion: From the study of the morphological
analysis of aspects done in Table 8b, we can draw the following conclusions
about their regularities: '

) In the simple form, the main verb-roots in Maithili are not marked
for aspect—they are attached with tense and/or social status markers
only; _

(i)  The imperfect marker in Maithili is —di(z) and it is always affixed to
the root of the preceding main verb;

(iif)  The progressive form in Maithili is always marked with rohdl,
which is a free morpheme and which always occurs after the root of
the main verb; and

(iv)  The perfect marker in Maithili is —ne and it, too, is always affixed to
the root of the preceding verb.

Thus, the aspects in Maithili can be either unmarked, as in the ‘simple’
form, or marked in any one of the following three ways;
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(i) -di(t)  (Imperfect)
(i) rohol (Progressive), or
(ili) -ne (Perfect). '

Of all these aspect markers, the imperfect marker ~di(t) is the one which
is very significant for us here as it provides some important evidence for the
process of elision occurring in Maithili. The marker —di(t) has two main
realizations: i.e. —di(t) and —i(t). Table 10 shows the phonological contexts
in which the two forms, —di(t) and —i(t), occur in Maithili. Thatis, Table
10 clearly shows that there are two different phonological environments in
which —di(t) and —i(t) occur: —di(t) occurs when it is preceded by a
consonant of the main verb-root; —i(z), on the other hand, occurs when it is
preceded by a vowel of the main verb-root. An informal rule given in (7)
describes the two different environments in which the two imperfect aspect
markers occur in Ma1th111

Table 10: The forms /-di(t)] and /-i(t)/ attached to the main
verb-roots in Maithili. ‘

The Form | Verb Root Aspect marker | Verb Form Gloss

dit) | dekh + i) dekndi(t) | ‘seeing’
sun L+ —di(t) sundi(t) ‘hearing’
koh + —di(t) kohadi(t) ‘saying’
hos + ~di(t) hosdi(t) ‘laughing’
sut + —0i(t) sutdi(t) - ‘sleeping’

—i(1) ja + —i(t) jai(t) ‘going’
kha + i) khai(t) ‘eating’
dho + i) dhoi(t) ‘washing’
ho + —i(t) hoi(t) ‘happening’
noha + —i(t) nohai(t) ‘bathing’

Rule (7)

Imperfect — { a(lt()t)/ /VC:##}

Each of the two aspect markers, —di(t) and —i(t), shows the ellslon of the
dental ¢ occurring in Maithili. The phonological context in which this
elision takes place can be described in terms of the following phonological
rule: '
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Rule (8) -

+ cons

+ ant

+ cor = 0/VV—#

— asp

- voice

‘This rule says that the dental t occurring in the word-final position of the

Maithili verb is elided, whenever it is preceded by two adjacent vowels.
- Similary. the the verb forms presented in Table 9a and morphologically
analysed in Table 9b show that the labial b in the Maithili verb-roots like
pib. deb. leb and so on is elided, whenever the past tense marker —/ and the
honorific social status marker —&(h)i are attached to them. The phonological
context in which this elision of the labial b occurs in Maithili can be stated
in terms of the phonological rule given below:

Rule (9)
+ cons
+ ant +cons
- cor — ¢/[V] > | + lateral
— asp — asp
+ voice

Summary and Conclusion

To summarise, it has always been a feature of the structure of Maithili
words that the weakly accented syllables have undergone a process of
gradation—i.e. loss of phonemes, obscuration of vowels, and so on (see S.
Jha 1958, for more information). The same process of gradation, with
resultant contraction, weakening and even total elision of speech segments,
may be observed in operation in current Maithili. The forms exhibiting
elision in Maithili are typical of rapid, colloquial speech, whereas more
formal speech tends to retain the fuller form under the preservative influence
of the spelling.

The morphophonology of the Maithili verbs and verb forms studied here
provides significant evidences regarding the weakening of nf to n and the
elision of k, b, t and A in different phonological environments. Since
elision indicates relative phonological strength (see, for example, Foley
1977), in Maithili velars are weaker than dentals or labials. As the dental ¢
and the labial b are phonologically strenger than the velar k, both t and b
dominate k in the Maithili clusters: k¢ and kb. With regard to dentals and
labials, the dentals in Maithili are strongest as they or their reflexes remain
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while velars and labials weaken. Like many other Indo-Aryan languages
(Beames 1872-79/reprint 1966; Kellogg 1876/1893; Chatterji 1926/1970
and 1960; Burrow 1955; S. Jha 1958), the Maithili voiced dental d shifts to
" its voiceless counterpart ¢, as in the following compounds, for example:

tad + kal = tatkal ‘immediately’

sonsdd + s9ddsyd = sdnsdtsdddsyd ‘ member of Parliment’

‘This consonant shift must be regarded as an example of strengthening.

Since according to' the incrtial development principal (Feley 1977)
strengthening applies preferentially to strong elements, if only one element
of a velar, labial or dental group strengthens, “that element'is the strongest
element” (Foley 1977:50). Since in Maithnili dentals strengthen in
preference to velars and labials, dentals are stronger than velars and labials.
Thus, within the group of stops, the relative phonological 'strength in
Maithili can be shown as in Figure 7:

k p t
1 2 3

Figure 7: The relative phonological strength of stops in Mairhili.

—_—
.

Even though our results concerning the relative phonological strength of
stops in Maithili do not quite follow the pattern witnessed in most
Romance and Germanic languages, for example, they should not be regarded
as surprising. For, like Maithili, even in the group of Germanic languages,
the dentals of German, too, are said (Foley 1977:50) to be phonologically
stronger than labials. It therefore makes sense to say that for any particular
language an order of relative phonological strength must be determined, as
we have already done in the case of the Maithili stops, and that we may
expect diffrerent languages to choose different orders. The phonological
strength of stops in Maithili chooses an order which is similar to that of a
language like German but not so similar to that of a language like English,
for instance.
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